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LES TABERNACLES 20 
Yue charts the rise, fall, offspring and rebirth of some of the 
loudest punks Edmonton has to offer. . 


HERE'S OUR OFFICIAL TOP 30 FOR 2008! BRIAN MASON 
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san ast ~Sex ast nit parame i. HILL ROMANCE 
6. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
7. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) MUSIC 28 
8. Alejandro Escovedo - Real Animal (back porch) BACKLASH BLUES at ZUPPA CAFE 
9. Chad Vangaalen - Soft Airplane (flemish eye) ei el 5 14 
10. Michael Franti & Speahead~ A Rebel Rockers (ant) pie : 
11. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) QUICKSPINS 6 
12. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) CRITICISM 
13. The Steeldrivers- S/T (rounder) 
14. Ndidi Onukvrulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) BACK 3] 1 8 
| 15. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir-Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) | EEWLLASTROLOGY at 
| 16. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rca) aes 2 


17. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (bumt bun) 
18. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (ant) 


| 19, Daniel Lanois —Here is What Is (ed or WEEKLY LISTINGS 


20. Elliott Brood - Mountain Meadows (six shooter) ARTS 23 
21. Lucinda Williams ~ Little Honey (lost highway) a 


22. Old Crow Medicine Show — Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
23. Van Morison -Keep It Simple (exile) 

24. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 

25. Calexico - Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 


26. lan Tyson — Yellowhead To Yellowstone & Other Love Stories (stony plain) Here’s your opportunity 
27. She & Him - Volume One (merge) to save lives. 
29. Martha Wainwright - | Know You're Manied... (maple) Donor Clinic 


30. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 8249 - 114 Street 


Monday - Friday 


THE KILLERS oe tes 
DAY & AGE Saturday 


8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Day & Age is the third studio album 
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released on November 24, 2008 in the 
UK, Canada and the US.[1] Vocalist 
Brandon Flowers states that it is the 
band's "most playful record”. 
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WELL, WELL, WELL/ 8 
DYER STRAIGHT / 9 


Same old, same old 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
or a while there it seemed as though the severity and ubiquity of the eco- 
Free chaos rolling across continents and through stock markets might 
actually shake political and business elites out of the their ideological 
silos and open them up to the possibility that other voices and other approach- 
es have validity in charting a new direction for our battered economy. 

If ever there was evidence that the way the world has been doing things, 

that the doctrine of those who have long held sway in the corridors of political 

power and the boardrooms of business, is fatally flawed, surely this was it. 
Ideas that just months ago were practically four-letter words—deficit, regula- 
tion, nationalization—suddenly were being uttered by the most unlikely of 
characters. The cocksure attitude of free-marketeers like Alan Greenspan 
faded as their theories were exposed as nothing more than a house of cards. 
Perhaps, just perhaps, critics of the idea that the market always knows best 
had something legitimate to contribute ... or not. 

In unveiling his hand-picked Economic Advisory Council, Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty has sent the message that the only people really worth listening 
to when it comes to getting us out of this mess are precisely the people who 
got us into it in the first place. 

Who will have Flaherty’s ear in this critical time? Representatives of the 
richest families in Canada, heads of major corporations, a former BC Liberal 
finance minister, an economist who has worked with the right-wing CD Howe 
Institute. in Flaherty’s words, “They are, by and large, business leaders in 
Canada, so this is the type of on-the-ground advice that I welcome.” 

One would think that given the failure up to this point of the type of advice 
which is likely to emerge, Flaherty would also welcome the opinions of repre- 
sentatives of progressive think-tanks, labour, small business and social justice 
organizations in the country. It is voices such as these which have been 
ignored for too many years and whose opinions are desperately needed to 
chart a new direction forward. Many of them would be glad to accept the one- 
dollar-a-year salary for the opportunity to be heard. v 
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Liberal leader... 


"David Swann Elected as 
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IT'S NOT A NEW THING, DON 


What does Don Wilson mean when 
he says that before the recent politi- 
cal turmoil it was unusual to see 
women writing in comment sec- 
tions? ("Women and politics,” Let- 
ters, Dec 18 - Dec 24, 2008). 

Where have you been, buddy? For 
women, the turmoil is not recent, 
but on-going. Women have always 
been speaking up regarding one 
issue or another, and it’s not 
because forums for our voices have 
always been nicely provided. 

Women have always been speak- 
ing—you just haven't always been 
hearing. 

MARY-JANE BELEC 


Vue Weekly we/comes reader 
response, whether critical or 
complimentary. Send your opinien 
by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 - 108 
Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), 
by fax (780.426.2889) or by email 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Prefer- 
ence is given to feedback about 
articles in Vue Weekly. We 
reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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RIAA 10 DROP LAWSUITS 


The Recording Industry Association of 
America (RIAA) plans to end the con- 
troversial practice of suing people for 
sharing copyrighted music over the 
Internet. 

As first reported December 19 in 
the Wail Street Journal, the announce- 
ment comes after the RIAA reached 
preliminary agreements with major 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) in 
the US to take action against individ- 
uals suspected of uploading copy- 
righted files over their networks, 
ranging from email requests to stop 
the practice to cutting off service. 

The RIAA will continue to pursue 
outstanding cases and has not ruled 
out future lawsuits for heavy upload- 
ers, but said it stopped filing new 
lawsuits in the fall. 

The Electronic Frontier Founda- 
tion, which has long been critical of 
the lawsuits, which have targeted 
some 35 000 individuals since 2003, 
welcomed the announcement. 

“Ending the lawsuit campaign is 
long overdue," EFF Senior Staff 
Attorney Fred von Lohmann wrote 
on the group’s blog. “The campaign 


has been, by any measure, a failure 
The lawsuits have not reduced unau- 
thorized file-sharing and have nol 
gotten a single artist paid.” 

Lohmann, however, is critical of 
the new approach, saying mistakes 
are bound to occur and that the 
process denies accused uploaders 
due process of law. EFF instead rec- 
ommends a system of “voluntary 
collective licensing” under which 
users are free to share music in 
exchange for a monthly fee which 
is divided amongst musicians based 
on the popularity of their music. 


$4 BILLION FOR AUTOMAKERS 

The federal and Ontario governments 
announced December 20 they will 
provide Canada’s automakers with $4 
billion in emergency loans. GM Cana~ 
da will receive up to $3 billion, while 
Chrysler Canada will receive as much 
as $1 billion starting December 29 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper said 
the plan was not a “blank cheque” 
and that the money should be used to 
“restructure and renew” the strug- 
gling industry. 

—SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


NDP Leader Brian Mason reflects on ‘08, remains hopeful for ‘09 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


‘a New Democrat in Alberta 
‘an easy task, and 2008 
up its fair share of chal- 
to the province's third party. The 
caucus was cut in half in the 
March 3 election, erasing the gains 
in the 2004 contest and adding to 
the already substantial workload of 
Po ak a Mason and incoming 
Rachel Notley. 
despite having a caucus just big 
enough for a game of ping-pong, 
Mason remains optimistic about the 
future of the NDP in the province. Vue 
with Mason about the chal- 
lenges of 2008 and what he sees 
in the coming year as multi- 
billion provincial surpluses dis- 
appear in the face of the economic 
slowdown, | 


WE WEEKLY: Looking back at 2008, what 
are your general thoughts on how the 
past year has gone both for your party 
and for the province? 

BRIAN MASON: Well, obviously the elec- 
tion was a disappointment, but | think 
moving forward we're working well 
and effectively in challenging the gov- 
emment, particularly on health care 
and also on the economy. The gov- 
ernment’s complicity in allowing the 
export of unprocessed bitumen at the 
same time as workers are being laid 
off and projects are being cancelled in 
Alberta is a major issue and is going 
to be an even greater issue as unem- 
ployment grows in Alberta and jobs 
are being exported quite consciously 
by the Stelmach government in con- 
junction with their friends in Harper's 
government in Ottawa. 


YW: Speaking of the economy, there has, 
of course, been a major shift from a year 
ago, and the province is now dealing 
with a potential recession rather than a 
boom. What's your assessment of how 
the provincial government has dealt 
with the 1So far? 

8M: Well, they haven’t done much. | 
think that their failure to get adequate 
royalties for oil and gas when the times 
were good means that there are greater 
challenges now in addressing the eco- 
nomic slowdown.and the difficulties 
that’s going to create for the provincial 
budget. The risk that we're facing now 
is that we're going to see a further 
extension of the kind of cuts we saw in 
the mid~'90s under Ralph Klein. And | 
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think that's something we want to be 
very vigilant about, particularly cuts in 
health care and education. 

I think it’s going to be a challenge 
for the government because, of 
course, they outlawed deficits. So 
they're going to have to find a way 
around that or else they're going to 
have to change the law if we're going 
to avoid massive cuts to our provin- 
cial services, It'll be interesting to see 
how the public responds to that 

It's been interesting to me how quick- 
ly the pillars of right-wing ideology have 
crumbled in the face of this economic 
crisis around the world—nationalization 
is no longer a dirty word, deficit is no 
longer a dirty word—all of those things 
that were absolutely contrary to the 
dogma of conservative governments 
around the world have all gone out the 
window. So we'll see if that happens in 
Alberta; | suspect that to a degree it will, 
but how that all plays out | think it’s 
really too early to say. 


WW: 2008 was also an interesting year for 
the tar sands, with dead ducks and 
increasing international pressure about 
the environmental impacts. Where do 
you see the conversation about develop- 
ment going in the new year? 
BM: That's an interesting question. I've 
already commented on the export of 
bitumen and cértainly that’s the 
biggest challenge we need to take on 
with respect to that at the moment 
The other one is cleaning up the tar 
sands—dealing with the tailings 
ponds, dealing with emissions, dealing 
with downstream effects on the health 
of people and impacts on the environ 
ment in that vicinity in general 

1 think that the government has 
made Alberta more vulnerable than it 


otherwise would have been because 
of their disregard for the environment 
in the tar sands development. Had 
they been more prudent and more 
demanding of the companies operat- 
ing up there and bought into hard 
caps, done something about the tail 
ings ponds and taken seriously the 
downstream health effects | think 
Alberta wouldn't be as vulnerable as 
it is to international pressure. So | 
think the neglect of the environment 
has actually worked to undermine the 
government's fundamental economic 
strategy for the province 

What | think is more important— 
and this is why | think royalties con 
tinue to be a really important 
issue—is that we need to transition 
out of dependence on development in 
the tar sands and into development of 
renewable energy as a basis of Alber 
ta's economy. We have a unique 
opportunity to do that because of the 
wealth that is potentially created from 
the tar sands, and only by retaining 
more of it in public hands will we 
have the capacity to make the transi 
tion. What you really need to do is 
invest it in the kind of future that you 


want for the province, and the kind of 


future that we want for the province is 
a green and sustainable and prosper- 
ous future, which unfortunately, the 
government has not had the vision 
and the foresight to see. 


VW: Over the past nine months Health 
Minister Ron Liepert has introduced a 
number of changes to health care 
What do you think of what you've 
seen so far and what do you see com- 
ing in the new year? 

BM: What I see him doing is learning 
from the mistake that they made in 
the Third Way, and I'm referring 
specifically to being able to sel! some 
of the concepts that they have, which 
is to move towards more private 


delivery and towards a second tier of 
Service based on private health care 
and people paying as they go. In the 
Third Way there was a significant 
public consultation component which 
was used by people in the province to 
find out about what the government 
Was doing, they laid out where they 
wanted to go and the public respond 
ed very strongly against it and this 
required the government to drop the 
plan. Having learned from that this 
time they're keeping all of their plans 
Secret, they're not telling the public 
where they're going or what the final 
health care system is actually going to 
look like. They unveil it on a piece 
meal basis and you don’t really find 
out what they're planning until the 
announcement has already beer 
made, so it’s very difficult to fight 

One-thing is clear and that is that 
they're going to cut people with high 
er incomes out of receiving many 
Services that are now covered, and in 
doing so they'll create a business 
opportunity for private health care 
companies and at the same time cre 
ate a second tier of health care and 
that wil come at the 
expense of the quality and availability 
of the public system upon which the 
majority depends 


of course, 


YW: Do you have any thoughts on the 
recent election of David Swann as 
leader of the Liberal Party? 

8M: | think Dr Swann is a very well 
intentioned, very idealistic man, but | 
think he's fairly naive when it comes to 
politics. We'll certainly be working with 
him and his caucus on any number of 
issues inside the legislature, where we 
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agree. I'm looking forward to seeing 
where he takes the Liberal Party. 


VW: He has said that he is open to 
some form of collaboration with the 
other opposition parties. Do you see 
Opportunities for working closer with 
the Liberals under Swann? 

BM: I think there's always opportuni- 
ties for the caucuses to work together 
inside the legislature and | certainly 
am open to that and welcome that. in 
terms of making any backroom deals 
with respect to electoral strategy or 
moving towards uniting the two par- 
ties, no I don’t see that as an option. It 
was overwhelmingly rejected by our 
membership at the convention and | 
think that that’s going to continue to 
be our position 


VW: How hopeful are you for the com- 
ing year in terms of the NDP making 
progress in the province? 

8M: | am actually quite hopeful. 1 think 
that the party’s spirits were revitalized 
by Linda Duncan's win and the fact 
that we've moved into a solid second 
place in Alberta federally. I think that 
what it says is that the party's in much 
better s 


ne than some people con- 
cluded after the provincial election 

On the legislature side I'm very, very 
pleased with Rachel Notley. I think 
she’s one of the rising stars in the leg 
-| can see a Jot of her dad in 
her. She’s already won the respect of 
the other side of the house. So the tw 
of us, I think, punch well above our 
weight in the legislature and I think 
there are some real opportunities with 
changing economic times fer the 
party's public support to grow. v 
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Launching Alberta’s energy past 


LINDSAY TELFER / sierraclub.ca/prairie 

& NASHINA SHARIFF / toxwateh.ca 

In the words of US president-elect Barrack 
Obama, “Now is the time to confront this 
challenge once and for all ... Delay is no 
longer an option. Denial is no longer an 
acceptable response. The stakes are too 
high, the consequences too serious.” The 
challenge, of course, is climate change. 

Alberta's response—the December 

11 release of the Provincial Energy 
Strategy—locks Alberta into a future 
that involves significant contributions to 
the problem and fails to rise to the kind 
of leadership Obama is calling for. It is a 
strategy that shows how rooted in the 
past the Alberta government is and how, 
unlike other global leaders, our govern- 
ment fails not only to grasp the serious- 
ness of the problems facing the world 
today, but lacks the vision to lead Alber- 
tans to the necessary solutions 

The question for governments around 
the world remains: “In a carbon con- 
strained world, what will the foundation 
for our energy economies be?” The 
answer, in a world where fossil fuels are 
being phased out, must be an economy 
that depends increasingly on sustainable, 
renewable, sources of energy. The Alberta 
government, however, is asking the wrong 
question—instead of asking how we can 
carve out our place in the renewable ener- 
gy future, the strategy takes only one of 
the first steps in the long-term challenge 
of combating climate change by asking 
how we can produce and consume fossil 
fuels in a cleaner way. 

The strategy not only ignores the true 
potential of a clean energy economy in 
Alberta, it misleads the public into believ- 
ing that this is not possible. According to 
the government, despite the reality that 
renewable energy sources will play an 
increasingly important role in the 
province's energy future, they cannot 
match the importance of “clean” fossil 
fuels. While it may be true that without 
further encouragement the renewable 
energy industry will not match the fossil 
fuel industry, to assert that this will nec- 
essarily always be so is simply untrue. 

Governments around the world have 
already embraced renewables as a seri- 
ous part of their economies. Germany is 
amongst the largest producers of wind 
power, with over 18 000 turbines con- 
structed, creating 73 000 jobs—all while 
phasing out its nuclear industry. The 


renewable energy sector could also pro- 
vide stable jobs for Albertans. The current 
oil and gas sector employs approximately 
145 000 people; achieving the potential of 
our renewable energy sector could 
employ 192 000. Renewables can indeed 
one day match the fossil fuel industry, but 
only if we want them to 

The Alberta government—supposedly 
a major proponent of the free market— 
may use the market slowdown as an 
excuse to further subsidize the oil and gas 
industry. They are already seeking policies 
to reduce costs for the oil sands industry, 
including the newly announced policy in 
the energy strategy to divert valuable and 
exportable natural gas from the in-situ 
bitumen extraction and upgrading process, 
replacing it with huge and growing stock- 
piles of bitumen bottoms and petroleum 
coke. This is essentially a policy to move 
Alberta's oil sands to a dirtier but cheaper 
fuel in a time of climate crisis. 

What the Stelmach government could 
have done instead is put in place an 
economic strategy that diversifies Alber- 
ta’s energy sector by investing in and 
promoting the true potential of clean, 
just and renewable sources of energy. 
Unfortunately, the strategy specifically 
lacks any targets for new renewable 
energy development in the province, as 
well as any provincial targets for 
improved energy efficiency. 

With respect to specific policies, those 
to encourage renewable energy are the 
most disappointing. While there are some 
encouraging moves on transportation, 
energy efficiency and cumulative effects, 
the energy strategy falls short of providing 
the kinds of support the renewable indus- 
try needs to thrive. The strategy lists 
investments in infrastructure, conservation 
initiatives and a mirco-generation policy as 
the primary tools that will be used to 
encourage renewable energy, but it fails to 
put forward any incentives or large scale 
investments geared specifically at increas- 
ing the market share of renewables. 

In other jurisdictions governments 
have taken specific actions—such as 
setting a higher price for renewables 
than fossil fuels in the marketplace to 
encourage their sale, or putting in place 
specific production incentives for 
renewable energy production. Alberta's 
strategy provides none of those tools. 


THERE ARE SEVERAL footholds in the 
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energy strategy where good policy can 
emerge if commitments and robust 
specifics are followed through on. The 
attempt to add in an assessment of 
cumulative effects and the identification 
of limits and thresholds sits quietly 
towards the end of the document. While 
it is refreshing to see the Alberta gov- 
ernment openly discussing the notion of 
limits and thresholds, in order for these 
to be effective in managing the cumula- 
tive impacts of development they have 
to be the basis for an energy strategy, 
not simply an afterthought 

Buried in the strategy were a few addi- 
tional highlights: the government has 
committed to support the establishment 
of fuel efficiency standards at the federal 
level, has called for building code stan- 
dards to promote efficiency in energy and 
green building design and signaled addi- 
tional attention to urban development 
and conservation. Each of these initia- 
tives are signs of hope that, if implement- 
ed, could begin to bring the province in 
line with the types of transportation and 
conservation initiatives necessary. 

The government has also committed 
to re-examining the price and target lev- 
els for large emitters, which shows a 
willingness to move in a positive direc- 
tion. The current price of emissions in 
the Alberta system, $15 per tonne, is far 
too low to reflect the real price needed 
to spur the types of reductions neces- 
sary to fend off catastrophic climate 
change. Recent analysis has shown that 
a carbon price that starts at $50 per 
tonne by 2010, and rises quickly would 
help enable Canada to achieve the nec- 
essary science-based emissions targets. 

By focusing on the wrong question the 
Alberta government is failing to prepare the 
province for the realities of a carbon-con- 
strained world and a radical shift in global 
economic priorities. While there are a few 
glimmers of hope in the strategy, the Alberta 
government has a long way to go in convine- 
ing Albertans it can safeguard their environ- 
mental and economic future. It must leam to 
be bolder and face the future with courage, 
and it must show the people that it takes their 
interests and its obligations towards them 
seriously by living up to its commitments. w 


Lindsay Telfer is the director of Sierra 
Club Prairie and Nashina Shariff is the 
associate director with the Toxics Watch 
Society of Alberta. 
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HEALTH 


Peace, hope, love, goodwill, light in 
the darkness—they’re what every 
winter solstice holiday has ever been 
about, but also sadly sometimes as 
elusive as a hungry child’s faith in 
Santa. Elusive because the world can 
be harsh, and because we too often 
don't register the dissonance inherent 
in riding to elaborate diamond-stud- 
ded holiday celebrations in plush 
chariots to celebrate giving and good- 
will while taking from those with less 
so we can have more. 

It's an age-old thing, the dark quick- 
sand that power becomes, and it has 
mostly determined who eats well and 
who doesn’t, and which freedoms and 
rights and medicines we have access 
to and which we don’t. But hope and 
light and goodwill are age-old, buoy- 
ant and resistant too, and so we kiss 
under the mistletoe that is now a plas- 
tic relic of what was once a valued 
medicine. North American mistletoe 
and mistletoe berries are poisonous, 
but the leaves of other varieties have 
historically been used to ease anxiety 
and headache, and to promote sleep 
and stimulate the immune system— 
uses which science supports; in 
Europe mistletoe extract injections are 
used as a cancer treatment. 

Back when healers were mostly 
women—back before the masculiza- 
tion, professionalization and chemi- 
calization of medicine—we all, for 
better or worse, relied on botanical 
medicines. And now that science has, 
for better and worse, brought its own 
gifts of medicine (1 am profoundly 
thankful for many powerful anti- 
seizure, anti-pain, anti-all-things- 
unbearable meds), we ignore and 
dismiss many beautiful botanical 
medicines in favour of more powerful 
(and more toxic) chemical ones. 

But it’s the season we kiss under 
the mistletoe, and would rather not 
think about things like cancer, or about 
five-year-olds depending on the love 
and expertise of those at the Stollery’s 
new pediatric pain clinic. And kissing 
is an excellent thing to do, and love 
can ease stress and depression and 


elevate pain-relieving feel-good endor- 
phins and endocannabinoids produced 
by our brains. 


AND SPEAKING OF cannabinoids and 
peace and goodwill and botanical medi- 
cines, we've had good news on one 
valuable, cheer-inducing and often con- 
sidered sacred botanical. THC’s potential 
to reduce inflammation in the brain, 
stimulate the formation of new brain 
cells, and reduce risk of Alzheimer's has 
recently been getting some serious 
attention from neuroscientists, and pot 
has, as of October, been given a green 
light to get to medical users through 
other medical users. 

Thousands of Canadians echo Grant 
Krieger's love of the pot butter that can 
give him a good night's sleep, and who 
but Scrooge (and sometimes our govern- 
ments and our courts) would deny anyone 
living with chronic treatment-resistant 
pain a good night's sleep on high-quality 
organic pot? Therapeutic uses of marijua- 
na are indisputable, so this is good news 
for medical users, and isn’t good news 
what Christmas is all about? 

To the rigidly proper and nervous about 
herbal medicines not sanctioned by west- 
em medicine, I'm not saying we should all 
replace breakfast with pot. But unlike 
other pain meds, pot bypasses our livers 
and, especially vaporized, comes with a 
far, far lower risk profile than prescription 
pain meds. In 1988, the US's own Drug 
Enforcement Administration Judge said, 
“Marijuana, in its natural form, is one of 
the safest therapeutically active sub- 
stances known to man.” 

Aspirin, readily available, can cause a 
lethal reaction at 20 times the recom- 
mended dose, and some drugs (chemo 
therapies for example) can do so at a 
fraction more than the therapeutic dose. 
Based on lab tests, marijuana’s risk is 
too small to note—to achieve fatal toxi- 
city a smoker would have to consume 
thousands of times more than what is 
delivered by a therapeutic dose. 

We need light in the legislative dark- 
ness determining our peace we 
need to nurture empathy. But I'm hope- 
ful. We're seeing cracks, and light, given 
a crack, leaks through. And we're hard- 
wired for empathy and goodwill—MRls 
of the brains of children watching others 
in pain show them responding as though 
the pain were their own. ‘Tis the season 
to nurture that bent. w 
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Staggering stupidity 
Actions by US and Ethiopia in Somalia 
worthy of a geopolitical Darwin Award 


| DYER STRAIGHT 


- gwytne@vueweekly.com 


Statesmen ought to have a special prize 
just for themselves, like fools have the 
Darwin Awards. The Darwin Awards 
commemorate very stupid people who 
did a service to human evolution by acci- 
dentally removing themselves from the 

ene pool. The statesman’s equivalent 
could be called something like the 
Cheney-Zenawi Award. 

{mention this because the shining stu- 
pidity of the US vice-president and the 
Ethiopian prime minister are on special dis- 
play this week, as the Ethiopian army pre- 
pares to withdraw from Somalia two years 
after its foredoomed invasion, leaving the 
country in the hands of precisely the people 
whom they wanted to eliminate. We need 
negative role models too, and you couldn't 
ask for worse than this pair. 

! can't actually prove that getting 
Ethiopia to invade Somalia was Dick 
Cheney's brainchild, but it smells exactly 
like a Dick Cheney idea: crude, violent 
and barking up entirely the wrong tree. 
dust like invading Iraq, in fact. 

As for Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles 
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Zenawi, he had already distinguished 
himself by becoming obsessed with the 
stupidest border war in modern African 
history. It wasn’t his fault to start with: 
Ethiopia was attacked out of the blue in 
1998 by the insanely aggressive regime in 
Eritrea, but Ethiopian troops drove the 
Eritreans back. By the ceasefire in mid- 
2000, Ethiopia had recovered all the 
ground it lost at the start 

An international commission found 
Eritrea guilty of aggression, and another 
one arbitrated all the disputed stretches 
of border, granting Ethiopia most of its 
claims. Both sides said they would 
accept the rulings—and then Zenawi 
walked away from the deal. He has been 
getting ready for another war with 
Eritrea ever since. 

Going to war with Eritrea again 
would mean defying the United Nations 
ruling, so Zenawi needed the backing of 
some great power that could protect 
him from the UN's censure. Who better 
than the United States, which has assid- 
uously ignored and belittled the UN 
under the Bush administration? Now 
what could Ethiopia do for the Bush 
administration in return? 

Well, it could invade Somalia. Washing- 
ton didn’t want to put American troops into 
Somalia again, having had its nose blood- 


ied in 1993, but it did want to overthrow 
the civilian regime that was restoring 
peace in southern Somalia and put its 
favourite warlord in power instead. Ethiopi- 
an troops would do the job just as well. 

| think | can see the self-satisfied smirk 
on Cheney's face as he closed the deal: 
another triumph for the subtle master of 
geopolitics. | can’t make out the look on 
Zenawi’s face, but maybe he was smiling 
too. Too clever by half, as the saying goes. 


THE JOB WAS to overthrow the Union of 
Islamic Courts, a mass movement funded 
by local merchants in Mogadishu who 
wanted to end the constant robberies and 
kidnaps that made life impossible in the 
Somali capital. The UIC mobilized the 
desire of ordinary Somalis for an end to 
the violence that had ravaged the country 
for 15 years, and the peace they brought 
to Mogadishu soon spread over most of 
southern Somalia. 

Unfortunately the courts were “Islam- 
ic” and they wanted to enforce sharia 
law, which in Washington's book mede 
them practically terrorists. They did have 
a few unsavoury allies, notably an 
extremist militia called al-Shebab, but 
they gave people in Mogadishu their first 
real hope of security and justice. They 
should not have been destroyed 

The Ethiopian army invaded Somalia in 
December 2006, drove the Islamic Courts 
out of Mogadishu and installed Abdullahi 
Yusuf, the president of the “Transitional 
Federal Government” (TFG) of Somalia, in 
power. Well, not exactly in power, since 
the citizens and militias of Mogadishu 
immediately began attacking the hated 
Ethiopians, who only controlled whatever 
was in their gunsights. As for Abdullahi 
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Yusuf; he only controlled a suite of rooms 
and some telephones. 

He was originally chosen as president 
of the TFG, with ample US support, at a 
Conclave of Somali warlords dignified 
with the name of “parliament” in Kenya 
in 2004. He would never have made it 
back to Mogadishu without the help of 
the Ethiopian army, and accepting that 
help made him deeply suspect in the eyes 
of most Somalis. 

The resistance has driven the Ethiopi- 
an army out of most of southern Somalia 
in the past two years, and now the 
Ethiopians are going home. Abdullahi 
Yusuf will have to leave too, since he has 
NO Supporters except the Ethiopians and 
the Americans. Which wiil leave 
Mogadishu in the hands not of the Union 
of Islamic Courts, alas, but rather of the 
extremist militias that have pushed the 
UIC aside during their Struggle against 
the foreign troops 

It's almost as perverse as the Bush 
administration's decision to eliminate 
Iran's two great enemies in the Gulf, Sad- 
dam Hussein's Iraq and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan. Ethiopia and the United 
States have not only plunged Somalia 
needlessly back into war. They have made 
it possible for the nastiest, craziest 
extremists, people who think it is their 
duty to kill other Muslims with “un-Islam- 
ic” haircuts, to take power in Mogadishu 

The world needs a Cheney-Zenawi 
Award for Gross Political Stupidity, and | 
know who the first nominees should be. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 
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240307 

This guitar features a koa veneer atop a 
basswood body with a Light Burst Rosewood 
finlsh, Rosewood fingerboard, modem «shaped 
birdseye maple neck, Seymour Duncan alnico Pro 


Al Mahogany guitar with Ebony fretboard 4908/496T 
pickups with Neutrik output jack. Chrome hardware. 
Self-tuning and alternate tuning technology. 

Reg: $2075 


Ovation Standard Balladeer LX Contour Acowstic-Electric Guitar 
27 

Features a smooth, hard composite Lyrachard GS body that has 
improved projection and refiects top vibrations better than traditional 
material, and ts now even stronger and lighter. Designed to fit the 


Guild DV-4 Dreadnought Guitar 

0H 

Solid tka spruce tap and solid mahogany back and sides. 1-plece mahogany 
neck topped with an Indian roseeod fingerboard, which ts adomed with 


mother-of-pearl doe inkays. 


comour of the musician's body, and has the fret ofa smaller bodied peg, $1056 


instrument. OP-Pro preamp system includes a 3-band EQ and a built-in 
Pee ere ie Lys tuner, Various colours. Made In USA. 
Reg: $720 eae 
Special: $495 Stagg $301/S302 Pure S Electric Gastar (various finishes) 
. Solid Alder body with Hard Maple bolt-on neck, fae "S style bridge 


Hl pickups, a two-point synchronized tremolo, and 


Audio-Technica ATH-MADES 
Extended Response Headphones 


19 
and Rosewood fingerboard. 
‘$307: 1 hot Humbucker pickup, volume control 
$302: 2 single coll + 1 humbucker pickup w/ S-pesition switch, 
and volume + 2 tone controts 
Reg: $190 


Specifically designed to provide excellent-quallty sound without 
burting your ears or hand. An extended frequency response 
which fs very flat for mizing and mentoring. 


Reg: S170 


Ibanez RG420EG-BAM Guitar with Bio-Armor Finish 
298197 
Douible-fockng Edge I trem sytem for radical eflects and ; 
pails aie waa ere z Stanton T90 USB Direct Drive Turntable 
neck for fast and ‘shredding, The perfect ' aoe 
eevee Add turntable control to your competes 0. system! 
perforce as , Dinect-drive motor with USB output. Onboard keylock adjusts 
bard tempo without changing pitch. Three playback speeds. 
Indudes cartridge, sip mat and dust cover, plus Cakewalk, 
Pyro 5 software. 
Ree $340 
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Lanish wood grain distinguishes the swamp ash 
ody. 2 bass humbucker pickups pump out hot bass 
tone, Bolt-on maple neck and rosewood 
fingerboard with dos ins. 

Rege $310 


pickup selector sritch; Low Archtop/ Flamed Maple (except foe : #\ 


Put 0 down, make 0 payments and 

pay 0% interest (OAC) on anything 

in the store! See store for details. 
Valid on Sat,, Dec. 27th only. 


EV Raven Dynamic Microphone 

Biss 

Designest for high-SPL sources. Swrivel-mourted design for 
easy placement. Perfect for use with instruments, 

Reg: $160 
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; 


Shuare RS25 Handdveld 
98 
Reg: $34.95 


‘Stagg RS00 Rock R Electric Guitar (various finishes) 
‘2x Humbucker pickups; 1x Volume + 1x Tone controls; J-way 


‘GBX colour) top; Sold Alder body; Hard Maple set neck: 
Resewond fingerbaard; ass °S" Style bridge. 
Reg: $375 


DW Pacific 172207 7-Phace Set Shell Pack 
22" bass drum, $°, 10" and 17" rack toons, 14° end 16° floor tens. Comes with 
loads of features like STM mounts, Remo heads, Tune-Pitch Tuning System and 
ight Killer sparkle Lacaywer finishes. Hardware and cyrabals not included. 
Reg: $1050 


Stagg MUS3 Folding Muni Stand 
Assorted colours 

Tech 21 Double Dréve 3X 

41405 

(Captures the hash, sussculas power amp distortions of 
both Cass A and Class A/B tbe amps. The tones can be 
(ened individually of fed one into the other for massive 
‘cascading distortion and limitiess tonal variation, 
Rog: $199 
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-Prognostication for ‘09 


INFINITE LIVES 


ow 
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= DARREN ZENKO 

5 | infinitelives@vueweekly.com 
OK. Prognostication time. I've been doing a 
lot of reading on the ancient civilizations 
these days, so it seems a bit lame to be 
prophesying from a laptop keyboard; what 
| really want is a spooky cave or grotto 
somewhere up the side of a volcano, with 
echo-amplifying natural acoustics and 
vents of subterranean nerve gas to make 
my superstitious pilgrims even more sug- 
gestible. Or maybe a sacrificial cock, at 
least? | could get behind that ... 

{Columnist slashes the fowl with the 
glittering blade; pulls out and examines 
the gizzard] “Hmm, yes. Yes, | see. Peo- 
ple, the God has spoken! Killzone 2will 
sell well into the PS3's installed base, but 


it will not be a significant system mover! 
So says Apollo!” [Throws gizzard into bra- 
zier, which flares up theatrically] 

Well, that was fun to write. Don’t think 

| can keep it up, though. Problem is, I’m 

far less emotionally invested—far less 

emotionally certain—in 2009 than | was 
in 2008 a year ago. By December ‘07 
there was already heat in the pants over 
games like GTA IV, Fallout 3 and Lit- 
tleBigPlanet; | just knew they were going 
to be wicked, and | was completely com- 
fortable telling you so. This year, well ... | 
just don’t know. Bionic Commando might 
kick some ass ... if it doesn’t stink on ice. 
Heavy Rain might deliver on the promise 
of Indigo Prophecy ... or it might be as 
silly-seriaus as /ndigo Prophecy. Noby 
Noby Boy might be Katamari Damacy cre- 
ator Kejta Takahashi's next Katamari 
Damacy ... or it might be empty icono- 
clasm. | look in the gizzard, and all | see is 


| ( THE TARGET IS DESTROYED. 
ALSO, T RESCUED A PONY. 


SINCE WE WERE STILL 90 MINUTES To DUST-OFF 
L JUDGED MINIMAL RISK TO THE MISSION JN 
RETURNING HER To HER PONY FRIENDS 
RAINBOW DASH AND CHEERILEE. ” 


gravel and bits of undigested grain. 

What | do know for certain is that the 
games that are going to give me the most 
pleasure in 2009, | haven't even heard of 
yet. They are going to come from inde- 
pendent developers; I’m going to hear 
about them through word-of-blog, and 
either play them online or download them 
through a vector like Microsoft's XBox 
Community Games portal. The indie games 
scene is so diverse, so wildly creative, so 
dedicated to concept over commerce that 
every month there will be fewer and fewer 
reasons to shell out for off-the-shelf 
games from the majors. The blockbuster 
mainstream eats itself in a death-cycle of 
rocketing development costs and market- 
ing-mandated design, while the under- 
ground surprises, delights and scandalizes. 
Punk kicks arena rock in the nuts. 


IT'S NOT ALL PUNK ROCK, of course; in 
both the independent industry and in the 
halls of corporate development, there's a 
lot of obsession with what, if we were to 
stretch the metaphor just a little closer to 
the breaking point, we might call ... | 


“SHE HAD DEPARTED PONYVILLE ON A SIMPLE 
BUTTERFLY-CATCHING EXCURSION BUT HAD 
GOTTEN LOST IN THE CANPY FOREST. “” 


LIEUTENANT. 
CARRY ON. 


don’t know; MOR? Adult Contemporary? 
Easy Listening? Smooth Jazz? Games for 
non-gamers or lapsed gamers, “casual” 
games, mom-and-grandpa-friendly 
games. The utter dominance of Nintendo 
in this market—a market it basically dis- 
covered/created—cannot be overstated: 
On the strength of intuitive, pick-up-and- 
play user interfaces, Wii and the DS have 
been lapping their competition, month 
after month, for two solid years. In 2009, 
expect Microsoft and Sony to continue 
their efforts to bottle up their share of 
that money-printing lightning by deploy- 
ing their camera peripherals in a stream 
of Wii-like wave-and-flail games. 

And expect them to continue to fail. Time 
for anecdotal observations. | have a part- 
time job delivering furniture in Calgary, and 
| see the inside of a lot of middle- and 
upper-middle-class houses, the suburban 
palaces of folks who can afford to fill their 
places with sofas and chairs from the city's 
second-best interiors showroom—the juici- 
est of juicy markets. A lot of these homes 
have a Wii, and a lot of these homes have 
PlayStations and XBoxen ... but every— 


every—household that has a PS3 or 360 
also has a Wii. Fact is, Nintendo has that 
shit locked right up; in the mom-and-grand- 
pa mind, “playing Wii" and “playing video 
games” are two completely different activi- 
ties—one they don’t do, and one they tell 
all their friends about—and no gimmick 
dropped by MS or Sony is going to change 
that in 2009, or in this console generation ... 
or maybe ever. 

The thing I'm most looking forward to 
in 2009? Looking back on 2009 a year 
from now. Oh-Eight's been a big year for 
the medium, defining the contours of the 
industry for this generation; ‘09 is all 
about what's going to happen in those 
hills and valleys, the tactics as opposed 
to the strategy. That’s where pleasant 
surprises and disappointing bummers live 
... and it’s where the next generation’s 
battlefields begin to take shape. See you 
in 12 months, when our topics will be the 
slow coltapse of brick-and-mortar games 
retailing, the PlayStation 4's technical 
specs, the Wii Il (pronounced “wheee- 
eee”) and the iPhone’s coming dominance 
of portable gaming. w 
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Christmas is rolling in and the holiday sea- 
son comes oddball deadlines. TB and Dave, 
fresh off submitting a previous column, 
had to rush this baby out. As far as game 
updates go, the Oilers travelled to Vancou- 
ver with the fresh funk of a 9-2 loss hang- 
ing in the air. The team sat through Canuck 
veteran Trevor Linden’s jersey retirement 
ceremony at GM Place and, true to the 
new Oiler tradition of lack of success on 
Jersey retirement nights, lost 4-2. The 
Canucks brass were so excited by the win 
they signed Sundin. Now Mike Gillis, the 
Sedins and the city of Vancouver can lay 
out the Welcome Mats. 


THE DRIVE FOR AVE (PART DEUX) On Box- 
ing Day, the Canadian Junior team will start 
on the quest for a fifth consecutive gold 
medal. If they are successful, it would be 
the second time that Canada has won five 
consecutive titles, a feat that no other coun- 
try can boast of (although the USSR did once 
win seven in a row back in the ‘70s when 
they duct-taped most of two continents 
together and called it a country). The squad 
consists of 22 players (two goalies, eight 
defencemen, and 12 forwards), all of which 
have been drafted except two young phe- 
noms in John Tavares and Ryan Ellis. Both 
are sure to go early in next year’s NHL draft. 
There are only four returning players from 
last year's gold-medal winning team and the 
team seems to be a more skilled group this 
year, though maybe not quite as large up 
front. Anyway, that's what I'm doing Boxing 
Day. Long lines and more crap you don't 
need? That's for suckers. TB 


MY CRYSTAL BALLS since this edition of In 
The Box was submitted early, here's some 
kicks at the prognostication cat. Let's see. The 
Coyotes visit Edmonton December 22. Despite 
the results in recent home games (cough, 
Chicago) the Oilers will prevail with a 3-2 win. 


Boxing Day will see the Oilers play the 
Canucks for the third time in 13 days. OT 
Canucks win. The Predators and Senators will 
be in town on the 28th and 30th. The Preds 
will win by two. The Sens will lose by two. 
That's my call. Two wins, one OT loss and one 
regulation loss. It’s really not great but | still 
feel like I've been overly optimistic. DY 


QUESTIONS I've really got no answers at 
the best of times but this year’s Oiler team 
seems to have offered fans nothing but 
questions. Here’s some. Why still three 
goalies on the roster? Will Ales Hemsky 
continue to play well when others on the 
team aren't? Why is the penalty kill awful? 
Is this Rod Phillips’ last year as the radio 
voice of the Oilers? He's now missed nine 
games (ear infection, son’s university gradu- 
ation) this year. Is this why they got a 
broadcaster (Bob Stauffer) to do colour 
commentary rather than another ex-jock? 
When is stand-in GM Steve Tambellini 
going to make his first move? Will it be a 
trade or a talk with MacT? Is this really Erik 
Cole on the Oilers? The same Erik Cole who 
scored an average of 27 goals a season the 
past three years? Why isn’t this team win- 
ning and fulfilling the manifest destiny | 
grew up taking for granted? DY 


“| WAS JUST CHECKING TO SEE IF | WAS 
STANDING ON Do you recall that 
scene in Lethal Weapon 2 when the South 
African bad guy brought some poor sap into 
his office for a “meeting?” And they cleverly 
made the room look like they were renovat- 
ing with paint rollers nearby and plastic on 
the floor? Then they shot him, he fell onto 
the plastic and they tidily rolled his carcass 
into it? That's how | imagine it will look 
when and if they call MacT into Tambo’s 
office. Watch out for so-called “renova- 
tions,” MacT. Don't go into the office with- 
out officers Riggs and Murtaugh. DY 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 

“Silent Night”: 1) A 190-year-old Christmas 
carol. 2) Rexall Place by the end of the sec- 
ond period of the Chicago game (it was only 
7-1 at that point). w 
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hh amazing powder ... 
it you're distracted. Who's 

ay on skis that you've been 
ifternoon? Is he single? Has 
u? There must be a way 


one thing I know, it’s 
nd what better time than 
onths of winter? The 
ties to cuddle are plentiful 
_and there's nothing better then sitting 
3 ckling fireplace with some hot 
e and that special someone. 
de this season you're hoping to 
meet someone under the mistletoe ... 
If you’re going to be out in the 
mountains hitting the hill anyway, you 
never know what opportunities may 
crop up. While sitting minding her own 
business on the chairlift, my 00d 
friend Amy was approached with the 
appropriately-themed line, “How much 
does a polar bear weigh?” The answer: 
_ enough to break the ice. I suspect that 
particular pickup has been delivered 
more then once in that setting. 

The beauty of the chairlift pickup is 
thal the person you're after is trapped 
with you for at least a few minutes 
with no escape. The opportunity to 
start comparing his uniqueness to 

~ that of a snowflake will be available, 
unless of course the person wants to 
get out of the situation badly enough 
that jumping to certain doom seems 
_ like a viable option. 

On the other hand, if you've already 
found the right person, then you might 
just be looking for the perfect romantic 
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ROMANCE 


weekend getaway. Don’t overlook what 
a weekend away can do for a relation- 
ship. Not only will you have plenty of 
private moments alone, but you'll also 
be creating new stories and adventures 
that only the two of you will share. It’s 
important to keep the love alive and 
not fall into the trap of routine 
Whether you’re surprising your 
other half (makes a great Christmas 
gift) or planning it together, a lot of 
ingredients go into the perfect roman- 
tic ski weekend recipe. Start with the 
destination. Jasper is a wonderful nat- 
ural escape from everyday life, only 
four hours away from Edmonton and 
brimming with romance at every turn 
Next on the list would be to figure 
out the accommodations. While there 
are many choices, consider some- 
where like Whistlers Inn. It’s the per- 
fect refuge after a long day out in the 
cold. There’s just something special 
about a great hotel room, especially 
when you have someone great to 
share it with. You can sink into a plush 
king-size bed in one of the suites for 
the perfect night in. True, some of the 
rooms are directly above the hotel bar 
and it can get a little loud. Maybe 
being able to hear “You Shook Me All 
Night Long” through the floor won't 
create the ambiance that you're hoping 
for—then again, maybe it will. 


YOU'LL ALSO NEED some fabulous 


places to eat. There's something tanta- 
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lizing about sharing an amazing meal 
in the mountains. Evil Dave's has been 
on my restaurant to-do list ever since | 
first noticed it on Patricia Street. On a 
Tecent visit to Jasper, my boyfriend and 
1 were racing to make it on time for an 
8:30 reservation on a Friday night 
Unfortunately the road conditions were 
poor and we were slowed considerably 
thanks to the snow. Luckily the hosts at 
Evil Dave's are very understariding 

From outside, you can see glowing 
flames on the monitors that adom the 
walls. It might be cold outside, but 
things are hot at Evil Dave’s—this is the 
perfect place to let your inhibitions go 
and indulge. With delicious appetizers 
like the incredible almond fried brie, 
and delectable deserts to share, you'll 
soon be more then satisfied and ready 
to head back to a cozy hotel room, 

Or if you’re looking for the right 
place to have a classically romantic 
dinner, try Papa George's in the Asto- 
ria Hotel. Elegant and warm, all you 
need is a glass of red wine and good 
company. It's worked before 

“There's an older couple who came 
here on their first date many, many 
years ago,” Patrice, manager of Papa 
George’s, shares. “’Till this day, they 
come back once a year on their 
anniversary.” 

The woman, he goes on, has been 
teaching at the ski school for years now 
and continues to do so in her older age 
Another tradition they have is to bring a 
bottle of wine with them up the moun- 
tain each spring once the weather gets 
warmer and enjoy a picnic together. 

The hardest thing to avoid about 
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great food is that it’s easy to stuff 
yourself with every last bite. Bear in 
mind that you might not be in the 
mood to be very much fun later on in 
your hotel room if you're too uncom 
fortably full to even move 

Once you've taken care of where to 
stay and eat, the last things to mix in 
are some activities. Hitting the slopes 
all day at Marmot is an especially 
exciting thing to share with the person 
thal you care about. You'll love your 
partner even more once he has wowed 
you with some incredible skills. Or if 
you've spent the majority of your time 
peeling him off the hill you'll surely be 
owed some gratitude in the form of a 
(Sexy) reward, It really sets the perfect 
tone for an aprés-ski rendezvous. 

After a whole day of vigorous activi- 
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ty you'll both be sore and tired, anc 
there’s nothing better then giving each 
other massages and relaxing in a roof 
top hot tub like the one at Whistlers 
Inn. Mist dancing in the cool air, the 
mountains surrounding you—it’s hard 
to picture a moment more pertect. Cud- 
dle and stare into each other's eyes 

Or if you've still got energy, you can 
line up a romantic sleigh ride or a 
nighttime ice walk. It’s possible to even 
pull off a champagne helicopter flight 
over the Columbia Ice Fields with Ice 
field Heli. However, make sure to check 
in before heading all the way out 
there—helicopters can't operate in poor 
weather. Driving two hours only to find 
out that the flight is cancelled would 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 
Rabbit Hill — 30cm hase, no new snow. 5 lifts and 6 runs open. 


Snow Valley — 30cm base, no new snow. All lifts and most runs now open. 


} Sun Ridge — 40cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 9 runs open. 
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Edmonton Ski Club — Open. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — 60cm base. 6 lifts and 6 runs open. 

Castle Mountain — 30-130cm base, no new snow. 

Lake Louise — 111-134em base, 3em of new snow. 9 lift and 96 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 64cm base, 15cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 46 runs open. 

Mt. Norquay — 80cm base, 4m of new snow. 4 lifts and 16 runs open. 

Nakiska — 18-55cm base, 24cm of new snow. 6 lifts and 17 runs open. 
Sunshine Village ~ 100cm base, 11cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 93 runs open. 
Tawatisaw — Open soon. 


B.C 


| Apex — Vi2em base, 42cm of new snow. All lifts and 2 runs open. 
'} Big White — 106cm base, 37cm of new snow. 10 lifts and 55 runs open. 


Femie — 46-5icm base, 8cm of new snow. 6 lifts and 36 runs open. 
Kicking Horse — 96cm base, 2cm of new snow. 

Kimberley — 51cm base, 17cm of new snow. 30 runs open. 

Mt. Washington — 67cm base, 31cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 15 runs open. 
Panorama — 24-61cm base, 8cm of new snow. / lifts and 25 runs open. 
Powder King — 109-136cm hase, no new snow. 

Red Mountain — 76cm base, 26cm base. 11 runs open. 

Revelstoke — 117cm base, 3cm of new snow. 

Silver Star — 101cm base, 30cm of new snow. 6 lifts and 39 runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 75-95cm base, 20cm of new snow. 11 lifts and 114 runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 75cm base, Scm of new snow. 

White Water — 78cm base, Sem of new snow. 


U.S.A 


49 North — 104-120cm hase, 38cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 33 runs open. 
Big Sky — 81-122cm base, 20cm of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 152cm base, 7 lifts and 45 runs open. 

Great Divide — 5icm base. 4 lifts and 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 94-137cm hase, 18cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 28 runs open. 
Mt. Spokane — 76-91cm base, 38cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 18 runs open. 
Schweitzer Mt. — 71-119cm. 6 lift and 39 runs open. 

Silver Mt. Resort — 79-102cm base. 6 lifts and 41 runs open. 

Sun Vallay — 56-71cm base. 8 lifts and 39 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 12, 2008. 
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Get up to date conditions, easy to search @ vueweekly.com 


Every Resort 
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Ski trip to splitsville 


ADAM SMITH / adam@vueweekly.com 


en | was young, a simple 
ski trip with my friend and 
his parents shook my naive 


understanding of relationships, love 
and marriage. Things seemed normal, 
placid and peaceful as we drove to 
the local hill. We chilled in the back 
while his parents chatted amiably. But 
arriving at the hill, we discovered that 
my friend’s father had failed to pack 
the lunches. 

- In my simple mind, I couldn't com- 
prehend what was so dire; we could 
have lunch in the lodge. It really didn’t 
seem so apocalyptic. But oh, how it 
was. 

As we rode through the day, the 
riotous bursts echoed through the lit- 
tle valley; they were in full combat at 
the car and in the lodge. ! don’t think 
they even rode, they just fought on 
right through lunch, 

A few days later my friend confid- 
ed with bleary eyes that his parents 


FOR SKI 
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were getting divorced. His father 
explained it to him by saying it was 
because he had forgotten to pack 
the lunches. I was shocked, stirred 
by the powerful sentiment that rela- 
tionships were so fragile that even 
the slightest misstep could tip the 
scales. The sanctity of marriage 
crumbled before my eyes. 


THE MOUNTAINS can be an emotional- 
ly turbulent environment. Tired, hun- 
gry and hung-over heads can say 
things they don’t mean or things that 
have been bottled up for too long. 
Some simple preparation and 
understanding can make riding as 
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a couple more enjoyable. Or ai 
least less volatile. Relax, pack 
good lunches, drinks, or whateve, 
it is that's your pleasure. Enjoying 
yourself is the most important 
thing. 

Save the hangover for another day 
because riding and feeling good i. 
really a beautiful thing. Especially i 
you don’t get out much, it isn’t worth 
it. Radios are another good idea 
Wasting time waiting, annoyed, at the 
lift you thought your partner was 
headed for can be irritating. Plus, ii 
the two of you want to ride different 
terrain for a while it makes it easier to 
meet up later. 

Riding together can be rewarding 
or it can be painful and a waste oj 
fresh powder that might be waiting in 
places your man or woman can't han- 
dle. But if you just appease each 
other, or compromise, or intoxicate 
yourself, you can avoid a ski hill lunch 
divorce. v 
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There's not much better than an action- 
packed day on the slopes followed by a 
little action off the hill. To get the 
romance simmering, “A Taste of Sun- 
shine” at Sunshine Village combines the 
best of fine dining and skiing. 

At $284 per person, this extravagan- 
za includes VIP parking upon your 
arrival. (A nice touch because the park- 
ing lot can get quite packed.) After 
checking your bags at the base you can 


HOSTELLING 
INTERNATIONAL 


head for the gondola and catch a ride 
up to the village and the Sunshine 
Mountain Lodge. A mini bottle of bub- 
bly and an iPod with speakers makes 
this moonlit trip even more special. 
You don't have to worry about your 
gear because it just shows up at your 
room right after you arrive. 

Your evening includes a multi- 
course tasting menu including wine 
pairings. | had an opportunity to par- 
take in this tasting several weeks ago. 
The food was fantastic and the resi- 
dent wine enthusiast knows what he’s 
talking about. 

The resort's newly renovated rooms 
overlooking the moonlit slopes are 
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fabulous and unless otherwise roman 
tically occupied you'll be dreaming 
about a 20-centimetre dump. The next 
morning you and your loved one can 
head out at 9 am to make fresh tracks 
before the crowds arrive. If you have 
time there's a mountain-side hot tut 
and spa as well. 

If you're looking for loftier romantic 
thrill then the Icefield Heli operators 
(icefieldheli.com) in Jasper have the 
adventure you seek. A private “Cline 
Glacier Explorer Tour” helicopter flight 
up into the mountains comes with a pic 
nic basket and a bottle of champagne 
This one’s a little pricey at $589 but 
sure sounds special. w 


WINTER.PACKAGES ARE 


HI-BANFF ALPINE CENTRE 


1-DAY PACKAGE 
1 NIGHT DORM ACCOMMODATION 
LIFT TICKET TO TRFAREA RESORTS 
TRANSPORTATION 
BREAKFAST 


THE CHEAPEST LIFT 
TICKETS ARE AT COSTCO 


HI-LAKE LOUISE ALPINE CENTRE 
1-DAY PACKAGE 


1 NIGHT DORM ACCOMMODATION 

LIFT TICKET TO TREAREA RESORTS 

TRAINSPORTATION TO LAKE LOUISE 
MOUNTAIN RESORT 


ASILVERSTAR 
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| Skiing and riding. But if you 
$ stocking with lift tickets 
or skis U may want to snaz it up with a 
Jittle romance. After all, ‘tis the season. 


_ first stop: the Sawridge Inn in Jasper, 
where | 40 per person you get treat- 
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sure put a damper on your plans. 

Another great idea would be to trav- 
e] to Jasper on the Snow Train. Operat- 
ing February through April, there’s just 
something old fashioned and romantic 
about taking a train. Any of these ideas 
are sure to impress. 


MAYBE YOUR MISSION in the moun- 
tains is completely different. Maybe 
you're someone who's looking to find 
romance. There's certainly no better 
way to do so then seeking out some- 
one who shares the same passions as 
you. You could be hoping to meet 
“someone on the ski hill, possibly in 
the chalet or sharing a chair ride up 
the mountain. It’s not like it hasn’t 
happened before. 

You have to keep in mind that there 
are downsides to everything though, 
especially in the dating world. It can 
take a while weeding through the bad 
ones before you catch a good one. 
Sometimes that cute boarder guy isn't 
everything he’s cracked up to be. 

After a night of partying in town and 
certain inebriation, anyone's judgment 
could be compromised.-Once, ona 


bb ri 
we 


et 


¢ 


|... apres-aprés ski, 
lez vous (censored) ... 


ed to all of the following as part of the 
hotel's “Sweetheart Package.” It includes 
two nights accommodations, champagne 
and a gift basket, daily breakfast, $100 
Certificate at Walters Dining Room and to 
top it all off, a “Moments” couples mas- 
Sage with champagne. | have not been 
part of a couples massage but hear that 
it's quite an experience. 

If you're hoping for frosted kisses 
by moonlight, keep heading west to 
Sun Peaks Resort just outside of 
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girl's weekend to Banff, Amy, the same 
friend from the polar bear routine, 
invited a cute mountain guy back to 
our hotel room to “hang out.” We later 
found out that he was permanently 
residing in a local hostel and driving a 
cab. An interesting existence to say the 
least, but not her type. That's the price 
that some are willing to pay to spend 
maximum time on the hill. 

Also keep in mind that mountain 
towns tend to have higher levels of 
STDs circulating around. All of that 
fresh mountain air keeps everyone 
good and promiscuous, apparently. A 
one-night stand may seem like a 
harmless fling, but it could turn out to 
be the gift that keeps on giving. 

On another occasion I was headed 
out to Whistler on a roadtrip with 
two girlfriends when our dear friend 
Rachelle, who was driving, commit- 
ted the faux pas of pulling over to 
pick up a mangy guy holding a 
snowboard on the side of the road 
somewhere near Squamish. He read- 
ily jumped into the backseat but 
instead of being worldly and inter- 
esting he was more strange and 
smelly. Lesson learned. 

The downsides aside, you never 
know what might come your way. It 
really happened for Janet and Paul 
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1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
Www.canmoreinn.com 


Kamloops. On December 26 the resort 
is hosting a “Moonlight Snowshoe 
Tour.” Couples can explore moonlit 
animal tracks under the cover of 
snow capped branches. 

After a stop in a trapper's camp the 
journey takes you up a hill overlooking 
the village. With the village lights in 
sight, participants can make fresh 
tracks, or just get fresh, on their own 
while the guides avert their knowing 
gazes. Adult price for the above is 
only $30 per person. 

Then you can top it off with an inti- 
mate evening concert at a private 
chalet overlooking Sun Peaks: appetiz- 
ers, wine and music played by the 
Kamloops Symphony Orchestra for $75 
per person. See sawridgejasper.com or 
Sunpeaksresort.com for full details. w 


Schmidt. They were both working at 
the ski school at Marmot one winter 
when they met. Janet thought that Paul 
was pretty cute and took the opportuni- 
ty to bid on him at a charity auction 

After her winning bid, she and Paul 
had a couples ski trip in store for 
them. Paul was required to put 
together a weekend package, either 
purchased or donated. Sparks flew 
and they've been together ever since 
Paul proposed to janet on the fourth 
chute on the Knob. 

Now married, they have gotten to 
work on producing their own little 
snow bunny with their son Austin 

“The mountain is still a huge part of 
our relationship,” Janet admits. Paul and 
Janet are both still instructors on the hill. 

This is something that al! partner- 
ships should strive for; wouldn't every 
relationship be more wonderful and 
harmonious if it was based on a com- 
mon passion? 

No matter which facet of mountain 
life you enjoy, be it hitting the powder, 
hiking through a snowy canyon or just 
taking in the breathtaking scenery by a 
fire, there's a great chance that some- 
one out there is going to find your little 
piece of heaven just as compelling as 
you do. The question is, which chairlift 
will he or she be riding? v 
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CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ° 3 STORY WATERSLIDE » HOT TUBS 


99” 


PER PERSON, PER NIGHT (PLUS TAXES) 
BASED ON 2 ADULTS 


ajith 
Le), oe 


Try out the NEW #599 Bus Route 
to Snow Valley with stops at 
the University of Alberta & 
<< — Southgate Mall 
“running Weekends and Holidays! 


For the Holidays, the #599 Bus 
will pe running EVERYDAY from 
December 20th - January 4th 

(not including December 25th) so 


come on out to Snow Valley! 


To check out the #599 Bus Route and Schedule 
click on the Map and Directions link at 
www.snowvalley.ab.ca 
www.snowvalley.ab.ca 780.434.3991 
119 St. off Whitemud Dr. 


THE CHEAPEST LIFT 
TICKETS ARE AT COSTCO 


$49-°° 
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ASILVERSTAR. 


Receive discounts on accommodation too! 


eee NCELDES: 


One ski pass per adult for one of the Big Three Resorts: 
(Sunshine Village, Lake Louise or Moant Norquay) 

Free deluxe continental! breakfast 

Three-story waterslide, indoor pool, hot tub 

and fitmess room 

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY (OFFER ENDS MAY 14, 2009) 


Local 1.403.609.4656 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
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Daily lunch & dinner buffet 


HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN-THU 10am-11pm 
FRI&SAT 11:30am-2am 


W are Edmonton's 
STORE, 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 

from 4 til8 pm 
 11S1S0ST ALBERT. 
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HAPPY HOURS 
DAILY 4-6pm 
EXOTIC INDIAN HORS D'OEUVRES 


10511-82 Ave 
780.436.0556 
recommended 


Exclusive wine & beer menu 
to compliment our fine food 
take out menu available 


AUTHENTIC | 
TURKISH 
CUISINE. | 


| Open Tuesday to. 
| unday. for 
dinner at 5 pm | 


| Please phone for 


Reservations 


10345-106 St - 423-3044 


TES 


ae staurant 
ethiopian res 


Vegetarian 


| and Vegan Choices 


Every Day! 


© 
Plus check out the awe Stl’ | os Buffet 


ian Vibrat 
Vegetarian". Sai inns 


ay of Each Month! 


Voted Zdmonton's best African restaurant 


9920-82 Ave 


langanoskies.com 


432-3334 
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Zuppa a family affair 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

very morning at 4 am—well, 
Fes on Sundays—Leo Rizzu- 

to rubs the sleep out of his eyes 
and unlocks the door to Zuppa Café 
That's where he Starts his day wash- 
ing, cutting, chopping and cooking 
You might think he'd get lonely but, 
even at that insanely early hour, he 
has company. Frank, his 72-year-old 
dad, breezes in the door right behind 
him. While Leo cooks, Frank bakes. 
He whips up the all café’s hearty 
muffins, whole wheat cinnamon 
buns, chocolate brownies and every- 
thing else that is baked. 

That's no small feat considering that 
everything on the menu at Zuppa Café, 
open for five and a half years now, is 
made on the premises. The first thing 
that greets you when you walk in the 
door of this cozy little café is a glass 
display case full of tempting goodies. 
The selection varies, but the day | 
popped in it held chocolate peanut 
butter squares, chocolate and mint 
chocolate brownies, cranberry-apricot 
granola bars, carrot cake with cream 
cheese icing, fruit pockets and an 
assortment of cookies, all created lov- 
ingly by Frank. It also holds a selection 
of sandwiches. Made on herb foccacia, 
they are already put together and wait- 
ing to be grilled. Again, the foccacia is 
Frank’s handiwork. 

So what does Leo do, besides own 
the place? Pretty much everything 
else. He makes all the sauces, the 
dressings, the made-from-scratch- 
daily soup and the daily pasta special. 
Not only that, he actually makes the 
pasta. Part of his daily morning rou- 
tine includes making that fresh pasta, 
“a dying art” he studied for six months 
to perfect. Sometimes the pasta is 
whole wheat, sometimes cholesterol- 
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free, sometimes spinach—whatever 
he feels like making that day. 

On this particular day, Leo had 
been up early making rigatoni for the 
pasta special of the day, rigatoni with 
rosé garlic alfredo sauce. That home- 
made rigatoni surfaced again in the 
soup of the day, a hearty Vegetable 
Minestrone 

Zuppa Café is a breakfast/lunch/take- 
out place that focuses on healthy cooking 
with an Italian flare. The café is tucked 
away on a little side street in Grandin 
amidst a maze of one-way streets. That 
doesn’t seem to faze any of the cus- 
tomers though. There is a continual 
stream of people popping in at 10 am, 
some for coffee and some for a late 
breakfast. 


EVEN THOUGH Leo says his break- 


fasts, like the cinnamon bun french 
toast and the omelettes, are “phe- 
nomenal,” it’s lunch that draws the 
biggest crowd. It’s not unusual for 
the line-up to stretch out the door, 
down the sidewalk and past the lit- 
tle parking lot. But since everything 
is prepped and ready to go, it moves 
amazingly fast. 

Altogether, Leo has been in the 
hotel and restaurant business for 
about 22 years. He studied Hotel Man- 
agement at SAIT before tackling a 
number of other jobs in the industry. 
His résumé includes stints as the 
maitre d’ of The Harvest Room, as 
well as general manager of the down- 
town Sorrentino’s. 

Frank has even more experience. 


He ran the bakery in the downto 
Woolworths for 25 years befor« 
closed and then moved on to t! 
European Canadian Bakery for anol’: 
er 10. And it appears that the love >i 
the industry is still being passed dow 
in the family—Leo’s son Emileo lov 
to go grocery shopping with hin 
when he does his nightly shopping 
trip and is also in charge of qual |y 
control, especially on the chocolal« 
chip cookies. 

The family involvement doesn’t end 
there. The café walls are dotted wit! 
art created by Leo’s nieces and 
nephews (who range in age from fou! 
to 12). They add one more touch oi 
character to the already characte! 
filled café. 

Clad in a white chef's jacket, jeans 
and a baseball cap worn backwards, 
Leo looks like he has energy to spare 
Evidently getting up before some of us 
even go to bed agrees with him. He 
says he loves the “energy” of Zuppa 
and running it is “a lot of fun"—s¢ 
much fun that he doesn’t even nec? 
to.set his alarm in the mornings. 

He sums up the purpose of what he 
does as “offering good quality food ! 
reasonable prices and offering some 
thing back to the neighbourhood 
And it appears he’s successful at both 
He's organized a successful petition ' 
save two historical homes in the 
neighbourhood that were scheduled 
for demolition, he’s brought pasta '° 
the kids at the school just across the 
street and has visited the seniors cen” 


~tre. And when Zuppa has leftove' 


food at the end of the day, it ge's 
donated to WIN House. 

Leo's goal is to exceed each cus" 
tomer’s expectations with each an¢ 
every visit. Stop by and see how he = 
doing. Vv 


an interesting product. 

4 beer, a bag of coffee 

of some sort, one expects 

actly or almost exactly like it 

me. Wine is not at all like that. 
jintage of wine is different. 

} YOU Open the same bottle 
different. And those differ- 

of what makes wine such 


ul adventure. But with each- 


‘some lesser-known prod- 

| thrill me to this day. But 

y are available in Canada, | 

‘te rehash my favourites. 

it | should highlight some of 

ines that caught my attention this 
me for very good reasons, others 


not so much. 


Sea Smoke Southing ($85) “The 
spicy wild berry flavours seemed to 
continue for minutes. The wine 
seemed to coat the tongue and linger 
as the flavours and tannins slowly dis- 
solved .. This was arguably the best 
Pinot | have ever tasted.” 


Clay Station Petite Sirah ($20) 
“Flavours of spice and black cherry 
became evident. The size of the wine and 
its texture seemed to quantifiably 
improve with food.” 


2007 La Frenz Viognier ($20) “This 
Viognier enveloped the taste buds with 
fullness and richness. A stellar bottle 
of wine.” 


Oriel “Jasper” Pinot Noir 2006 ($47) “| 
found its nose to be light wittra hint of spice 
and some raspberry—at risk of sounding 
pretentious, | thought it quite whimsical. The 
flavours were very nice with a well rounded, 
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consistent body that evolved very well 
through the taste, offering a different struc 
ture and fruit at each point.” 


La Frenz Reserve 2005 ($80) “Tt 

sip offers a very deep structur 

with the consistency of molas: 

maybe doesn’t sound like an ideal 
description, but the body of the wine 
seems to coat every inch of the palate 
like a warm blanket and slowly releas 
hints of dark chocolate and vanilla.” 


LOWLIGHTS 


No 99 Wayne Gretzky Estates 
Unoaked Chardonnay ($18) “Overall, 
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this was a watery, limp and uninterest- 
ing wine.” 


1974 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi Mon- 
tesodi di Nipozzano Chianti Rufina 
($180) “This was a wonderful wine to try, 
but when I'm ready to have another Chi- 
anti, ll be reaching for Marchesi’s newly 
released Chiantis. They're nice wines for 
roughly $20 a bottle.” 


Wolf Blass Yellow Label Cabernet 
Sauvignon ($19) “Was it terrible? No, 
but really, is this the wine that should 
define the accessibility 6f a wine list? So 
many wineries offer better from their bar- 
gain brands.” 


Chardonnay Winds of Change ($13.50) 
“| had trouble defining any real fruit in 
the taste. | found it to be obtrusive in the 
back of the palate and not particularly 
enjoyable to drink.” 


This has been a very long year and | 
ha 2d many wines. | enjoyed 
looking through what | have done in 
last 52 weeks and noticed that there 

eally very few bad reviews. Is 
that a comment on today's wine making 
Or just a description of the wine | h 
chosen to ? Likely the latte 
most of the negative reviews | wrote 
had some upside like potential or quality 
within the simplicity. 

2009 Jooks to be an interesting year. w 
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g Ring it in with bubbly 


I HARDLY KNOW ‘ER 


HAR UWE COM 


is made in Spain with the same process as 
champagne. You can also give an American 
brand a shot—recent blind trials had two 
out of three people preferring Domaine Ste 
Michelle from Washington to Dom Perignon 
Italian prosecco is another option. The only 
The holiday season is an interesting time of thing to keep in mind for cocktail-making is 
year. It's both climax and denouement, afinal that you're often adding sweetness in the 
celebration and appreciation for the year we —_—_form of liqueurs, so find something dry (look 
just passed, but a farewell to it as well. We for “Brut” on the label). A dry, simple, 


a 


~ Cash Donations accepted for "Donate a Ride 
Helping community agencies provide transit fare to Edmontonians in need. 


Strathcona Uysear fakeETS.com ETS 


GOOD FRIENDS, GREAT,FOOD 
AND DRINK SPECIALS TO BOOT! 


LOOK FOR LOCAL HEROES IN THE ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 


THURSDAYS 


MOLSON WING NIGHT 
OLSON DRAFT 6-1OPM 


LADIES MARTINI NIGHT 
4.50 MARTIN 8-12PR 


KARAOKE 


EVERY SATURDAY 
WITH fAYROW 


have a real need to 
mark the time, to 
acknowledge our place 
in it as it sweeps us 
along into another 
year. Yes, we all know 
that January 1, 2009 
will be materially the 
same as December 31, 
2008, but in our minds 
we have control, we 
can sweep last year 
out and replace it with 
something shiny and 
clean. To replace the 
old, though, first you 
have to wipe it out. 
Hence, the headache 
on New Year's Day. 

| can’t help you with 
the headache, but | do 
have a suggestion for 
your New Year's drink. 
We all know that bub- 
bles are standard, and 
part of the ritual is 
splashing out on 
champagne. This year, 
I'd like to suggest you 
try something differ- 
ent: instead of spend- 


.ing money on the most 


expensive bottles, 
spend time and mark 
the occasion with a bit 
of effort by making 


KIR ROYALE/KIR IMPERIAL 

This drink is “royale” with Creme de 
Cassis, and “imperial” with raspberry 
liqueur. Both are good, but cassis is the 
classic and is also easier to come by at 
the liquor store. 


1 part Creme de Cassis or raspberry liqueur 
5 parts sparkling wine 


Pour fruit liqueur into the bottom of a 
champagne flute and top with 
sparkling wine. 


BITTERSWEET 

The sugar cube at the bottom dis- 
solves quickly thanks to the bubbles in 
the wine, and the flavour of sweet- 
ened Agnostura bitters gets distrib- 
uted throughout the drink. 


1 sugar cube, saturated with 

§ dashes Agnostura bitters (1 add a 
drop of bitters to each face of the 
sugar cube) 

sparkling wine 


Place sugar cube at the bottom of a 
champagne flute, then fill the flute 
with wine. Allow to rest slightly 


before serving, to ensure that ‘ele : 


will be distributed. 


sparkling wine will 
take to cocktail 
flavours more eager 
ly than most of us 
will New Year's reso- 
lutions. 

Dress your drink 
up in sweet, fruity 
purples and pinks by 
making kir royale o; 
kir imperial with cas 
sis or raspberry 
liqueurs. If fruity isn’t 
your thing, make 
your drink bitter 
sweet and hearken 
back to another clas- 
sic with a nod to the 
“champagne cock 
tail,” which has an 
Agnostura bitters- 
soaked sugar cu 
elegantly sparkling at 
the bottom of a flut- 
ed glass. If spendy | 
what you're after, try 
mixing one pari 
cognac to eight parts 
bubbly (this writer is 
Not spendy, so | can't 
personally guarantee 
the cognac cocktail) 

Whether you're 
spending time or 
money, marking the 
occasion is impor- 


elegant, simple cocktails with your bubbly. tant. This year, begin with bubbles and look 

One great thing about sparkling cocktails forward by looking back with some classic 
is that you don’t need to buy champagne. _cocktails. If you use champagne altematives 
Sparkling wines that aren’t champagne are you can sip sparkles all night instead of limit 
often perfect cocktail mixers. Try cava, which —_ ing yourself to just one glass. w 
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It’s all Greek to them 


ZB CHAIN GANG 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL 
christopher @2vueweekly.com 


First of all, let's set the record straight: yes, Whyte 
Ayenue’s Greek mainstay Yiannis is named after its 
founder, Yianni Psalios. The feisty Cypriot started the 
restaurant in March of 1984 and built it into one of 
Edmonton's premiere hot spots. When Gretzky and com- 
pany partied with the Stanley Cup in tow, Yianni was 
pouring the Ouzo. 

Homesickness seemed to play apart in the family’s 
decision to move in 1989. Yianni and his wife-slash- 
business-manager Kally, along with young Theo and 
baby Dina, returned to the sun-bathed island of 
Cyprus. Within a year, they were back in Edmonton. 

“They just weren't used to the lifestyle there,” 
said Dina Psalios of their time in the Mediterranean. 
“The pace was too slow, and they had all these 
memories of success in Edmonton. It was just a mat- 
ter af time for my dad.” 

Yianni opened a new restaurant in Aspen Gardens 
called Kypros Taverna, which enjoyed modest suc- 
cess. In 1996, he sold the restaurant and finally 
made the move that would cement the second phase 
of his success on Edmonton’s culinary scene: Yianni 
opened the first Koutouki on 124 St. 

Over the next decade, Yianni found that he 
could draw on the ferocious energy of his family to 
extend the Koutouki name. His son, Theo Psalios, 
returned from studying in Vancouver and opened 
the Koutouki Ouzeri in the west end. The charming 
young chef inherited his old man’s culinary and 
social skills, but added a personal flair that draws 
in the younger crowds. 

Yianni followed the Ouzeri with a new location and 
a new name. The Souvia Taverna opened across the 
street from the original Koutouki. Believe it or not, the 
Herculean efforts it took to keep both places open and 
profitable turned out for the best. Conflicts with the 
property company closed Koutouki’s doors after ten 
years and Souvia became the new Koutouki Taverna 
Downtown, run by Dina Psalios and her husband, Yian- 
ni protégé Chris St-Denis. 


WITH ONE KOUTOUKI for his son-and one for his 


daughter, Yianni needed a place to call his own. He 
Snapped up an old Smitty's restaurant on the south 
side, gutted and renovated it, then concentrated on 


SAP 


the exterior. Now you can sit and count the double- 
takes on Gateway Boulevard as drivers pass the 
Delta Edmonton South and come across the white- 
washed walls, cool blue accents and open patios of 
Koutouki Tavema South. On most nights, Yianni him- 
self will still pour your Ouzo 

Even without the patriarch, the Koutouki brand has 
extended a bit further. Investors approached the Psalios 
family with opportunities in Leduc and Saskatoon 
While the Saskatoon location was just too far away far 
the kind of hands-on quality contro! so important to a 
Psalios success, the Leduc location continues to thrive 

Each location caters to a specific clientele and 
enjoys its own successes. Accordir g to Dina, the 
South side location attracts both fans of Yianni and 
customers from the nearby hotels. The west end 
sees large numbers of suburban customers, as well 
as visitors from the Mall. The downtown location is 
always filled with diehard devotees of the original 
Spot. She refuses to say which one is most popular 

However, she does say that the television show did- 
n't have as much of an impact as you might have 
thought. Cameras followed the family for two years as 
they filmed “The Family Restaurant” for the Food Net- 
work. The shaw ran for two seasons starting in 2005 
Fans tuned in to the Psalios family from the time Yian: 
ni opened Souvla, through the closure of the original 
Koutouki and the renovation of the south side location 

“Filming the television show was difficult,” admit- 
ted Dina. “The cameras were not only meddling in 
the business, but they were also meddling in our 
lives. | just don't feel that | looked friendly on TV, and 
that’s not really who | am.” The Koutouki chain was 
already doing well, according to Dina, but suddenly 
they had fans visiting from across Canada and others 
calling or emailing from Australia, India and Mexico 

However, Dina doesn’t have time to sit down to 
watch the show very often. The family has settled 
into the hectic routine of restaurateurs. Dina brings 
her nine-month-old to visit grandpa at the south side 
restaurant and Theo sprints‘home from the Ouzeri to 
be with his own two-month-old between rushes 
Dina figures that her mom and dad will be retiring 
soon, and she is looking forward to giving them the 
chance to take some time off or even travel together. 
It could mean that the chain will shrink a little 

“Oh, we're still going to be here,” she assures her 
devoted customers. “We have to make sure that 
there is something here for the little ones to run!’ 
Lucky for us, Edmonton will have another generation 
of Psalios to deliver that Greek hospitality. Opa! w 
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2nd location at 10923-101st opening soon! 
serving lunch bento boxes & 
buffet dinner all you can eat sushi 


*Special offer ends Dec. 31/08 | 
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No one's a critic 


Why doesn’t anyone—including the artists—talk about art in Edmonton, and what can we do about it? 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


“Don't pay any attention to what they 
write about you. Just measure it in 
inches.” —Andy Warhol 


y Warhol's standards, artists 
B: Edmonton have a lot to be 

upset about, even if their work 
isn’t necessarily being disparaged. 
Though not exactly ‘60s New York, 
Edmonton is a city of more than a 
million people, one that boasts a top- 
flight university art program, two 
daily papers, two arts weeklies, a 
handful of artist-run galleries, more 
commercial art spaces and is inter- 
nationally recognized in at least one 
major visual art (printmaking). And 
yet, the level of critical discourse on 
visual arts is virtually nonexistent. 

“It’s very, very quiet in the visual 
arts,” says Vince Gasparri, executive 
director of the Harcourt House Arts 
Centre, one of Edmonton’s artist-run 
centres that features a gallery, studio 
spaces and educational programs, 
with a touch of exasperation. “It’s so 
quiet you can hear a pin drop.” 

Ryan McCourt, an arts blogger 
(nesw.ca) and sculptor whose con- 
troversial statues of Ganesha might 
make him the most-talked-about 
Edmonton artist of the past few 
years, agrees. “Speaking generally,” 
he says flatly, “you can’t really talk 
about the role criticism plays in the 
community, because there isn’t any.” 

Though that is overstating it a 
touch—McCourt freely admits he 
doesn't really see what he considers 
truly critical art writing anywhere, 
whether it’s Edmonton or New 
York—you'll hear similar sentiments 
from artists across the city: there’s 
plenty of art going on, but almost no 
one is talking about it. 

Or at least not in a way that can 
properly be considered criticism. 
Marcus Miller, a critic and curator 
from Montréal who is currently assis- 
tant curator at the Art Gallery of 
Alberta (AGA), explains that there is 
writing to be found, but it rarely 
takes the form of critique 

“I see too many previews, and I’m 
not happy about that,” he says 
bluntly. “As the assistant curator 
here, I know any press is good, and 
that it'll help us out. From that point 
of view, I’m all for it. As for me, 
though, I’m sick of it. A preview, 
something that just says, ‘Rah rah 
tah, show up at seven o'clock,’ 


¢ CRTICSM 


that’s just not good enough.” 

It was a similar sentiment that led 
Amy Fung to create her website 
prairjeartsters.com. Fung, who has 
since gone on to both curate shows 
and write for this publication, was 
hoping to create a space for more 
critical discussion in Edmonton, 
because she feels that the visual arts 
experience isn’t complete without 
robust critical engagement. 

“Visual artists create work that 
needs to be engaged with, and criti- 
cism is the next step,” she explains. 
“The work isn’t made and then just 
stands there forever, it has to be rele- 
vant historically and contextually, 
and on and on and on.” 

On that point, Gasparri agrees: to 
him, criticism is vital to the visual 
arts, arguably more so than any 
other medium. 

“I see a lot of people who can 
engage with movies and theatre and 
dance on a level that really speaks to 
them immediately. It’s a challenge to 
communicate in those mediums, but 
they have an advantage, in that 
they're usually a more visceral expe- 
rience,” he says. “With visual art, 
there can be that, but so often you 
really are required to put your think- 
ing cap on and engage on that kind 
of level.” 


BUT IF PEOPLE in the community 


agree that it’s so vital, why is there 
such a dearth of it? Particularly in a 
medium that demands extensive, 
albeit self-reflective, critical writing 
in the form of an artist's statement, 
and in which most professionally 
trained practitioners face regular cri- 
tique throughout their schooling, 
where is the writing? 

As with any broad problem, there 
isn't one obvious answer to such 
questions. Most people in the visual 
arts community agree, though, that a 
large part of the problem is that visu- 
al arts are a niche market that does- 
n’t attract the casual interest of 
something like film or music that 
would draw the attention of publica- 
tions and writers who aren’t inti- 
mately involved in the arts 
community already. 

“A lot of art has become esoteric,” 
says McCourt. “When you read about 


it in a newspaper, it’s either because 
it costs a lot of money, it's about 
somebody famous or it’s something 
disgusting. Those are really the only 
stories they hit on.” 

That relative obscurity also 
means that those who do take it 
upon themselves to write specifi- 
cally about art—like the alt-weekly 
you're reading or Gilbert 
Bouchard’'s weekly Journal col- 
umn—can back away from an 
engaging critical discussion, and 
instead focus on simpler popular- 
ization; the previews that Miller is 
sick of seeing. This seems a partic- 
ular problem in our city, where 
visual art struggles for attention 
even among other creative 
endeavours, never mind the public 
at large: consider the fact that in 
2007 our premiere art institution, 
the AGA, drew about 35 000 peo- 
ple, or just over double what the 
Oilers pull in one night. 

“Our local writers are friends of the 
visual arts, and they want people to 
see it and experience it and engage 
with it: they're trying to get people to 
go through the doors,” says Gasparri. 
“But that means they're not necessar- 
ily writing criticism for the benefit of 
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the artist or the community.” 


WHILE THE ROLE of larger media is 


important, it’s not simply a matter of 
mainstream or alternative publica- 
tions ignoring visual arts or not tak- 
ing a critical approach. As most 
people involved in it will admit, the 
members of the visual arts commu- 
nity have a responsibility to engage 
in a critical dialogue, but even there 
it’s woefully lacking. Artists them- 
selves seem unwilling or uninterest- 
ed in talking about the work going 
on in the city. 

“OK, art’s never really been an edi- 
torial priority, but we don’t do any- 
thing to nurture it,” says Blair 
Brennan, a print and installation 
artist who has exhibited nationally. 

Fung, who makes a habit of visit- 
ing artists at their studios to engage 
artists in dialogue, points out that 
that’s something of a historical prob- 
lem for Edmonton. As she explains, 
for a long time, two of the city’s 
major art institutions only encour- 
aged a very limited dialogue: for 
much of the ‘70s and ‘80s, both the U 
of A and the Edmonton Art Gallery 
(now the AGA) were dominated by 
modernist artists, teachers and cura- 
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tors, who wouldn't engage with 
things that didn’t fit with their ideals. 

“A lot of art being made in Edmon- 
ton just doesn’t fit in with the mod- 
ernist rhetoric,” says Fung. “There 
were people doing video works, for 
instance, who would get ignored, 
because there wasn’t really any kind 
of way for [modernists] to talk about 
that kind of thing. So a lot of artists 
just didn’t bother getting into those 
discussions.” 

But at the same time, none of the 
artists or institutions who had oppos- 
ing views did much to encourage 
other dialogues. As Brennan 
explains, it’s standard practice for 
galleries in most other cities to pul 
out some kind of critical publication 
with each show, usually a booklet 
including at the very least the artist's 
statement and a short critical piece 
by a local writer or artist. 

“The artist-run centres especially 
have just not done a good job in that 
regard,” he says frankly. “Everywhere 
else, it’s, ‘We're going to have a show 
and we're going to do a publication.’ 

“{t’s not necessarily a review,” he 
continues, “but at least a critical 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 


essay: here’s some historical back- 

* ground, this is what the work is 
about, this is a way into the work, 
this is the context of the work in the 
community. The opportunity to 
write that kind of stuff is important 
in nurturing a community.” 

Predictably, then, Brennan thinks 
we could improve our current situa- 
tion greatly if galleries—both the 
artist-run centres and the AGA— 
started providing those kinds of 
opportunities. Fung agrees. 

* “I look at Calgary's scene, and I 
see why they're developing a whole 
new generation of people who 
think and write critically about the 
arts, because with every show they 
get an extended little book, with a 
mini essay about the work written 
by a local writer," she says. “That 
fuels discussion, that fuels interest 
from the artists, and it gives a 
record of the work for other people 
Here, the galleries are only fuelling 
one part of the community: show- 
ing the work is one part, but engag- 
ing with it is the other.” 


aa But that may be easier said than 
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done. As Gasparri explains, for 
example, the publications that Har- 
court House does put out aren't 
exactly flying off the racks. 

"I! think there should be more 
publications, even just to create a 
legacy for our artists, but I don’t 
know if it'll solve the lack of per- 
ceived Critical analysis,” he says. 


“Our catalogues don’t seem to 
move very quickly out of the gallery. 
I don’t see people picking them up 
and keeping them, so they're not 
going home and reading more 
about the shows, which is part of 
the problem.” 


AND SO WE'RE LEFT with something 
of a negative feedback loop of dis- 
interest and lack of opportunity, 
with the void in the visual arts com- 
munity filled only by the newspa- 
pers and weeklies—and while most 
admit that things on that front have 
improved, it’s still a situation that 
has some feeling awfully pes- 
simistic about the future of critical 
writing in Edmonton. 

“T used to complain that art didn’t 
get written about in the arts week- 
lies. Then they started writing about 
art and I thought, ‘Oh no, maybe it 
was better when it wasn’t being 
written about,” says McCourt, who 
suggested the problem might be 
solved by offering critics more 
money, but who ultimately feels it 
might Be-best to abandon popular 
art writing altogether. “At the level 
it’s being written, I think they 
should just stick to not aspiring to 
crittcism.” 

Most were more optimistic that 
the situation could be improved, 
though they roundly agree that it 
will require both the willingness of 
the community to get engaged and 
an improvement in the writing that 
does exist, in whatever medium. 

Brennan, who says he does see 
the dialogue slowly improving, 


stresses the importance of the gal- 
leries getting involved with publish- 
ing, and the weeklies continuing 
their recent trend towards more 
critical assessments. 

"Barely literate idiots with a blog 
and an axe to grind are not a sub- 
stitute for good, edited critical writ- 
ing produced by galleries and 
artist-run centres and intelligent 
critical assessment that's provided 
by local entertainment weeklies,” 
he points out. 

Miller, too, would like to see 
more and stronger criticism from 
the popular mediums, both 
because, as a member of the art 
community, he finds it more engag- 
ing, and because he thinks fierce, 
focused criticism will draw atten- 
tion from people who wouldn’t nec- 
essarily step into an art gallery. 

“I want a strong opinion, which is 
something I almost never get,” he 
Says. “But I want to see how people 
fee] about it, whether it’s good or 
bad or whatever, because that’s 
what gets people talking: ‘How can 
you say that?’ or ‘That’s exactly 
right.’ A little controversy is good 
for getting people's attention.” 

But whatever the end goal, there 
is one simple solution for anyone 
who wants to see more and better 
writing about the arts, says Gasparri. 

“It's the same thing we say all the 
time, but I guess we need to keep 
saying it,” he says, a touch of exas- 
peration in his voice. “If you want to 
see it, get out and do it. No one is 
going to do it for you—your commu- 
nity is ultimately in your hands.” w 
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Past, present, future 


The Christmas Carol Project 


continues its rootsy take on Scrooge 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

Us been 13 years since the Christ- 
[r= Carol Project first gave Dick- 

en's festive tale of overnight 
redemption its unique, rootsy twist, 
letting the Bah-humbugs of Ebenezer 
Scrooge unfurl through folksy songs 
and narration instead of traditional 
theatre. It's become a smash, and not 
just in Edmonton: the Project's merry 
band of songsters have ventured up 
north, performing in Whitehorse and, 
just a few weeks ago, Yellowknife, and 
condensed their show into a TV spe- 
cial and a CD—all ways of keeping the 
show fresh for performer and audience 
member alike, according to Project 
producer and creator John Armstrong. 

“At least every couple of years, 
something changes up: there were 
new songs added in the fourth or fifth 
year; doing the album tightened things 
up and forced us to fit songs onto a 74 
minute CD—when the ones and 
zeroes are rolling, everyone's a little 
more on their game,” he explains. 
“Then, doing the television show in 
2006, and doing little tours up north 
has forced us to tweak the show into 
more of a road-ready version. Every 
year there's something afoot, and this 
year it’s the Winspear.” 

Armstrong and co are bidding 
farewell to the Christmas Carol Pro- 
jects longtime home of the Roxy in 
favour of a one-night stint in the 
Francis Winspear Centre. It’s a setting 
shuffle that Armstrong has had in 
mind since the Project's very first run, 
and seeing as the cast is still willing 
to get together every year, the new 
location helps keeps staleness at bay. 


THE CASTS COMMITMENT to the project 


is impressive: it’s the same core of 
musicians who've been playing since 


SM, DECZ1 (PM) 
CHRISTMAS CAROL 
PROJECT 


FEATURING BILL BOURNE, AL BRANT, 
MARIA DUNN 
WINSPEAR CENTRE (9720- 102AVE) $27 $37 
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the beginning, and despite other gigs— 
the Scrooge-playing Bill Bourne, fo; 
example, is a Juno-winning musician in 
his own right—they all return | 
Edmonton for the Project, or tour it 
each year. : 

“Most of [the cast] have family in 
and around Edmonton,” explains 
Armstrong. “So they usually want 
be back in this area for part of Decem 
ber anyways, and they all seem quite 
happy to take it on the road as well 

Or course, picking frigid tour spots 
might not hurt Armstrong's odds of 
keeping the show together for another 
few years. 

“One year in Whitehorse | had a 
videocamera. | pooled the whole cas 
and made them say, ‘Where do you 
want to take the show?’ We had 
answers ranging from Mexico to south 
France to England to Greenland. Bul 
me, I could take it to Vancouver, 01 
Ottawa—or Calgary. Or even Red 
Deer,” Armstrong laughs. “They're 
nearby, and they're cost effective."v 3 
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STRATFORD 


OD 
SKakespeore 
FOSTIVAL 


AUDITIONS 


for the 2009/2010 Birmingham Conservatory for Classical Theatre will be 
held in February 2009 in Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto and Halifax. 


The 2009/2010 Conservatory begins September 2009 


and finishes February 2010. 


Participants are paid and offered a contract for the 


2010 season. 


Young professional actors are sought who have completed 
an accredited theatre training program and who show strong 
potential for, and are passionate about, classical theatre, 
Preference is given to those who have worked for two years 


after graduating. 


We recognize that diversity in our workplace, in our audiences 
and on our stages fosters a rich and creative environment and 


encourage all qualified applicants to apply. 


To apply, send: 
* photo 
+resumé 
letter telling us why you 

wish to participate 
Conservatory Auditions 
Stratford Shakespeare Festival 
P.0. Box 520, Stratford, ON 
NSA 6V2 


Application deadline 
January 5, 2009. 


For more information, visit: . 
stratfordshakespearefestival.com 
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ARTS 


‘OIL PAINTER’S STUDIO 7711- 
90.465.6172 © Open: Mon-Fri 9am- 
lew artworks by 
Box, Pat Eizinga, 
, Shairi Honey, Tracy 
Michelle Ross 


AND OTHER 
OD TALES: Artworks by 
nd Allen Gray residents 


26 St. Anne Street, 
79, 


. Featuring artworks 


OF ALBERTA Enterprise 
are, 100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 
6223 © Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
: Thu a a (4-8pm free); Sat- 
un iam-spm ® ARENA; The Art of 
Hookey, until Jan 4 © 30 YEARS YOUNG: 
The Edmonton Oilers 30th Anniversary 
Showcase: Featuring items from moments 
the team’s history; until Jan 4 © /MAG- 
WING SCIENCE, Until Feb 1 * Free (mem- 
hers); $10 (adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 
"6-1 2yrs)/free (5yrs and under)/$20 (fami- 
fy-2 adults, 4 children) 


) FAB GALLERY Room 1-1 Fine Arts 
Building, U of A, 112 St, 89 Ave, 
790.492.2081 © WAVE 2008; Jan 6-17 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, 
basement of the Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 
* ABYSS BLISS: Paintings by Cynthia 
Fuhrer; until Dec 30 ¢ THUS / REFUTE: 
‘Artworks by Travis McEwen and Mandy 
Espezel; through Jan; opening reception: 
dan 10, 2-4pm 


GALLERY 1S 4930 Ross St, Red Deer, 
403.341.4641 © 3rd Annual Miniatures 
Exhibit: Group show ® Until Dec 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner 
Library Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill 
Square, 780.496.7030 © PAINTED SPIRIT: 
Paintings by Adam Halicki ¢ Jan 2-30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd FI, 10215-112 St, 
780.426.4180 * Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; 
Sat 12-4pm © Main Gallery: Artworks by 
Spyder Yardley-Jones; Jan 8-Feb 14; open- 
ing reception: Jan 8, 7-10pm ¢ 
Room: Photographs by Nate Larson; Jan 
ed 14, opening reception: Jan 8, 7- 

pm 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave, 
780.433.5807 ¢ HAROLD SKINNER AND 
GROUP: Mixed media tree paintings by the 
St Albert Painters Guild ¢ Jan 6-29 e 
Opening reception: Jan 14, 6:30-830pm 


JOHNSON GALLERY © Southside: 7711- 
85 St, 780.465.6171; Annual Christmas art 
fair, artworks by a variety of artists 
Northside: 11817-80 St, 780.479.8424; 
Christmas art fair, artworks by various 
artists, new works by Noboru Kubo 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 
780.944.9497 © Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; 
Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm ¢ 
Featuring artworks by various artists 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St, 
2nd Fl, 780.423.5353 © Open: Tue-Fri 
10am-6pm; Sat 12-5pm; closed: Sun-Mon 
and Holidays * Projex Room: CROOKED 
HEAD: Paintings by Sean Montgomery; Jan 
Main Space see: 100 STORIES ABOUT MY 
GRANDMOTHER: Artworks by Peter 
Kingstone * Jan 9-Feb 14 © Opening 
ener Fri, Jan 9, 8pm © Closed for the 
holidays Dee 20-Jan 6 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts 

Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood 
Park. 780.998-3091 © MY FAVOURITE 
THINGS... AND MULTITUDINOUS 
MINIATURES: The Art Society of 
Strathcona County © Until Jan 3 


MocMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
en 112 St, ol Ue © Open Mon- 
; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
CROSSING THE BOUNDARIES: The 
‘nternational Visual and Performing Arts 


Society of Canada display of artworks; 
Until Dec 31 © COMMON CONTRAST: 
Traditional monochrome photographers 
explore the concept of contrast in perspec- 
ee ae teh a range of common 
subjects; Jan 10-Mar 8; openii . 
tion: Jan 15, 7-9pm ee 


MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public 
Art Gallery) 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 
780.963.2777 © Boen Mon-Sat 10-4pm; 
Sun 10-6:30pm © Dan Bagan Drawings 
and paintings © Until Jan 20 

MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS. 
RESOURCE IN: 3 Mission Ave, 
St. Albert, 780.651.8176 © Open: Mon-Fri 
Jam-4pm; weekends by appt © Aboriginal 
Veterans Display © Gi shop * Finger 
Weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 780.459.1528 ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1-5pm ¢ THE 
BISHOP WHO ATE HIS BOOTS: Celebration 
of the life and legacy of Isaac and Sadie 
Stringer and their mission to the Arctic 
Until Mar 15 © Opening reception: Jan 8, 
7pm 

NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704- 
111 Ave, 780.474.7611 aah Mon, 
Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30- 
4pm, 6:30-8:30pm * Artworks by Meital 
Siva and Liron Steinpress © Jan 5-Feb 1 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main 
Space, 10183-112 St, 780.452.0286 © 
Open Tue-Sat 11am-5pm © Photographs by 
Brianna Hughes 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St, 
780.702-.7522 © Artworks by Giselle 
Denis, Cheri Denis, and Rocco Macri « 
Until Jan 10 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron St, St. Albert, 780.460.4310 « 

Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) 
© DOUBLE TAKE: Artworks by Jana 
Hargarten, Neil McClelland, Laura 
O'Connor, Beth Pederson ¢ Jan 8-31 © 
Opening reception: Jan 8, 7-9pm 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 
Ave, 780.453.9100 ¢ Open daily 9-Spm 
ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA: Craftsmanship 
and design distinctive to the Mexican cow- 
boy; Until Apr 13 # JOSHUA'S JOURNEY: 
Joshua Loper’s first trail ride on the 
Chisholm Trail; Until Jan 4 © ALBERTA 
COWBOYS IN ART: Until Jan. 4 * HEIGHTS 
OF FASHION: History of the Elevated Foot; 
until Mar 8 © Government House: Tours 
on Sat, Sun, holidays, 11am-4:30pm, 
phone 780.427.2281 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 
780.423.1492 ¢ Main Gallery: CREOLE 
PORTRAITS: Lithograph prints by Joscelyn 
Gardner @ Jan 8-Feb 21 © Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Jan 8, 7-9pm 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King 
- St, Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 © 
Artworks by Rhonda Thurn 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 
ST, 780.452.9100 © FULL-DOME 
EXPERIENCE: until Jan 18 ¢ THE ART OF 
THE BRICK™ until Mi 3 © The Celestial 
Railroad—a Full-Dome Experience; until Jan 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS 
GALLERY A TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111 __ 
St, 780.492.5834 © Open: Thu 12-8pm, Fri- 
Sat 12-5pm © BRILLIANT STROKES: 
Chinese Paintings from the Mactaggart Art 
Collection representing the styles in China 
from 15th to 20th centuries © Until Jan 24 
© Closed Dec 21-Jan 7 for the holidays 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.4892 © 2009 CALENDAR 
COLLECTION: group show * Until Dec 31 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 
780.469.8755 © Story Slam: every third 
Wed of the month 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 
780.932.4409 © T.A.L.E.S. Monthly 
Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to 
listen; first Thu each month ® Until June 
2009, 8pm; $3 (free first time) * Monthly 
Tellaround on Fri, Jan 10, 8-10pm. 


TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's 
Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave * TALES. 
EDMONTON STORYTELLING CAFE: open 
mic © First Thu each month, 7-Spm * 
Pay-What-You-Will (min $6); info at 


780.932.4409 © Laugh Like the Devil: fea- 
ture Wendy Edey, Bethany Ellis and Renée 
Englot; Jan 8 


10 DAYS OF 
MADNESS...PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL 
780.718.6583 © Festival including work- 
shops, readings, cabarets, and contests 
Jan 8-17; free * Day 1-Kick-off and 
Workshop with guest playwright, Eugene 
Stickland; Jan 8 ¢ Day 2—Guest playwright 
play reading; Jan9 ¢ Day 3-24-Hr play- 
writing competition, seniors play reading 
and tea and APN play reading; Jan 10 © 
Day 4—24-Hr playwriting competition and 
APN play reading; Jan 11 © Day 5-APN 
play reading, announcement of 24-HA top 
winners; Jan 12 * Day 6—Winning Junior 
and Senior High School play readings; Jan 
13 © Day 7—Collective jam session; Jan 14 
* Day 8-Partner playlets readings (multi- 
ee ona theme); Jan 15 « 

ay 9—-Winning 24-Hr contest play read- 
ings; Jan 16 * Day 10-Mini madness fam 
ily event (play readings of grades 4, 5 and 
6); Best 5 minute cabaret (best 5 of all the 
24 Hr contestants and prizes); Jan 17 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 © THE POETS’ HAVEN: 
Monday Night reading series presented by 
Stroll of Poets * Every Mon, 7pm © $5 
door * Featuring spoken word artists Klara 
Jahrig, Anne Marshall, Neil Meili, Gerald 
St. Maur, and Ryan Steedman; Jan 5 


A THEATRE 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, 780.433.3399 © Rapid Fire Theatre 
resents comedy for the sophisticated; 
juns every Sat { lpm) except for the last 
Sat of each month until mid June 2009 

Next Chimprov will be in January 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 
Winspear Centre, 9720-102 Ave © A Brass 
Monkey Production * The 13th annual 
Christmas Carol Project # Sat, Dec 27, 8 
11pm ® $27 (advance)/$32 (door) # Tickets 
available at Winspear Centre 


CRAZY FOR YOU® THE NEW GERSH- 
WIN® MUSICAL Festival Place, 100 
Festival Way, Sherwood Park. 
780.449.3378 © Music and Lyrics by 
George Gershwin and Ira Gershwin, Book 
a Ken Ludwig. Presented by The Festival 
Players * Until Dec 30 © $24 (adult)/$18 
(child) at the Festival Place box office 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, 780.433.3399, www.die- 
nastyimprov.com * The Canadian Comedy 
Award-winning live improvised soap opera 
set in a turbulent France on the cusp of 
fhe Revolution! Let them eat cake! Heads 
will roll! Directed by Dana Andersen and 
starring some of Edmonton's finest and 
funniest performers * Every Mon (8pm) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 2 
AND THE BEAT GOES ON Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave, 
780.483.4051 © Written and compiled by 
Will Marks, a sequel to last year's hit # 
Until Feb 15 © Tickets at Mayfield box 
office, toll-free: 1.877.529.7829 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN 2: HANGMAN'S 
CURSE Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882- 
170 St, Phase II, WEM, 780.484.2424 » 
Until Feb 1; Wed-Sat, 6:30pm; Sun Spm 


THE PLAY ABOUT THE BABY Roxy, 
10708-124 St, 780.453.2440, 
www.attheroxy.com © Image 
Theatre/Theatre Network * By Edward 
Albee. Directed by ny Hughes. Starring 
Coralie Cairns, Douglas Tokaryk, Ava 
Markus, Jon Lachlan Stewart * Jan 6-18, 
Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 2pm * $20 (adult)/$15 
student/senior); Tue: Two-for $20; 
reviews (Jan 6 and 7): $15; Opening 
night: $25 © Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 
SCORCHED Citadel's Rice Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave ® Written by Wajdi Mouawad. 
Part of the Rice Series * Jan 10-Feb 1, 
Matinees at 1:30pm, Evenings at 7:30pm 
Subscriptions on sale now at the Citadel 
box office 780.425.1820 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave, 780.448.0695, www.rapid- 
firetheatre.com © Rapid Fire Theatre's 
weekly insane improv show # Every Fri 
nk mis Until July 2009 * $10 (every- 

ody)/$8 (members) Call 780.448.0695 
to reserve * Rapid Fire Theatre's 
Christmas break Dec 26-27; shows resume 
weekend of Jan 2 


LIVE VIDEO GAME CONCERT 


JANUARY STH 
2009 


Pre-Show Ls 
Includes Pre-Chiistrnas Salet 


ro 10% OFF 


AR Tickets purchased 
through TicketMaster! 


WEEKLY WWW.CHARMINARMEDIA.COM 


WWW PLAY-SYMPHONY,.COM 
\ 


DECEMBER 26-3] 


30% OR MORE 


MENS WEAR 


50% OFF 


SALES FINAL 
TUCO i 


12505 - 102 AVE | 780 - 454-4336 
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The lying nun 


“fruth is a nebulous thing in 
John Patrick Shanley’s Doubt 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

f, like me, you’ve never seen John 
| as Shanley’s Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ning play, you may want to avoid 
learning much about Doubt, the film 
version adapted and directed by Shan- 
ley himself. Set within a Bronx Catholic 
School in 1964, it's a dramatic medita- 
tion on ambiguity and faith, or as two 
characters put it, proof and certainty. 
There's pleasure to be had in watching 
the events unfold blind, learning the 
facts only as they arise, piece by care- 

fully-doled-out piece. 

Having said that, you might catch on 
to where this is heading from the out- 
set, in a scene where each of the cen- 
tral players are present and the conflict, 
in its way, is spelled right out. Father 
Flynn (Philip Seymour Hoffman) gives a 
sermon on how doubt can bring us 
together rather than leave us in lonely 
despair. As Flynn gives examples of 
internalized unease, little things “no 
one knows” about us, Shanley cuts to 
individuals in the congregation, listen- 
ing with rapt attention and recognition 

“i's as though Flynn's speaking directly 


% 


to them, as though he’s somehow - 


looked into their souls and diagnosed 
their unspoken suffering. But when 


OPENS THU, DEC 25 


DOUBT 

WRITTEN & OIRECTED BY JOHN PATRICK HARLEY 
STARRING PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN, 
MERYLSTREEB AMY ADAMS 
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Flynn offers his last example of secret 
turmoil—“No one knows I’ve done 
something wrong"—the camera rests 
firmly on Flynn himself. It’s not exactly 
subtle, but it is elegant. 

The evidence against Flynn, in a 
superbly amiable, layered performance 
from Hoffman, racks up swiftly. Flynn 
smiles a lot, and is affectionate with 
kids. He takes an unseemly amount of 
sugar in his tea. He likes his nails kinda 
long. He keeps little flowers in his 
Bible. Most importantly, he singles out 
Donald Miller (Joseph Foster), the 
school's only black student, and an 
altar boy, for special attention. When 
Sister James (Amy Adams) sees some- 
thing suggesting an “unhealthy” bond 
between Flynn and Donald, she brings 
it to the attention of Sister Aloysius 
(Meryl Streep), the fearsome principal. 
Quietly and methodically, a campaign’s 
undertaken to get rid of Father Flynn. 


MUCH HAS BEEN MADE about shan- 
ley’s tip-toeing around the truth in 
Doubt, but in all honestly I think the 
truth’s pretty damned clear, though 
more time with Donald, conspicuous- 
ly absent for much of the movie, 
might have shifted our reading of the 
scenario either way. The exact actions 
Flynn’s guilty of are not so important 
as the polarities of entitlement and 
genuine compassion he exudes. 
Personally, I’m fine with ambiguity— 
hell, Rashomon’s one of my favourite 
movies—ff it yields something resonant 
or provocative, and Doubt is absolutely 
engaging in this sense, thick with portent, 
psychological struggle, dynamic charac- 
terizations, uncomfortable questions. Yet 
if anything, Shanley’s strained classicism, 
his ostentatiously skewed angles in 
moments fraught with paranoia, isn’t 
ambiguous enough. (A chamber drama 
about spiritual unease and all-too-earthly 
temptations reliant on tight shots of faces 


negotiating how much can be reveled: 
we're very much in Ingmar Bergman ter- 
ritory here.) Shanley’s approach is an odd 
mix of conservatism and flamboyance, 
and feels neither here nor there. Still, the 
dialogues grab you, the silences chill you, 
the photography, courtesy of Roger 
Deakins, is crisp, contained and magnifi- 
cent. And the actors are most often bril- 
liantly nuanced, even if one, for better of 
for worse, really sticks out. 

Streep’s is a fussed-over perform- 
ance, featuring the broadest accent 
and most severe facial mask of the 
ensemble, a pale pinched pout under 
red-rimmed eyes that peers out from 
under that black bonnet in a way that 
renders Aloysius a spinster sucking on 
some holy lemon that she proudly 


refuses to reject. Yet I don’t think - 


Streep’s detractors are going to con- 
vince anyone who's actually seen this 
movie that she’s anything less than riv- 
eting, driving every scene right to its 


Hangin’ with Herzog 


DVDETECTIVE 


ws 
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S | JOSE BRAUN 
“Lote | vtetective@vueweekly.com 
Central to the ongoing thematic concerns 
of Werner Herzog's cinema is the question 
of vocation, of what activities, often wildly 
ambitious or downright peculiar, call out to 
certain, often-eccentric individuals, giving 
their lives a sense of almost divinely 
inspired purpose. It's one of the things that 
allows the not un-eccentric Herzog to con- 
nect to so many subjects he might other- 
wise feel unable to relate with, from the 
., yrannical conquistador in Aguirre: Wrath 
of God to the delusional would-be bear 
saviour Timothy Treadwell in Grizzly Man. 
Legendary mountain climber Reinhold 
Messner, whose My Quest for the Yeti, 
much to my friends’ amusement, occupies 
4 permanent spot on my bookshelf, is sure- 
ly not a guy Herzog would find completely 


= 


simpatico, given the filmmaker’s outspo- 
ken aversion to all things New Age. But 
Messner possesses at least one character- 
istic with which Herzog’s in complete 
alignment: a fierce impulse to test the lim- 
its of human endurance and the benevo- 
lence of nature. And it surely scores points 
in Messner’s favour that he openly 
acknowledges the loopiness of his pursuit, 
calling the desire to climb mountains a 
“degeneration” of the human psyche 
Herzog’s “The Dark Glow of the Moun- 
tains,” found on New Yorker's Herzog 
Shorts Vol 2, profiles Messner before 
and after he and Hans Kammerlander’s 
unprecedented excursion over a pair of 
8000-metre-high Himalayan peaks. The 
strength of Messner’s resolve is beyond 
doubt—he confesses that he has only 
four toes left, the remainder presumably 
lost to frostbite. Herzog clearly reveres 
Messner's obsessiveness, something 
Messner refers to as a form of creativity. 
Yet one of the most fascinating moments 


in the film comes when Herzog questions 
Messner about what else he could imag- 
ine doing with his life besides climbing. 
Messner confesses that he'd love to 
walk, without destination, “until the 
world stops.” Herzog, off-camera, admits 
to maintaining precisely the same fanta- 
sy: “I like the idea of just disappearing, 
walking away, turning down the path and 
carrying on until there is no path to fol- 
low. | would like to have huskies with 
leather saddle bags and just walk and 
walk until there is no road left.” 

This desire to slip away into the infi- 
nite is beautifully mirrored by the camera- 
work: the tracing of majestic peaks in the 
upward gaze of a pilgrim, circling a full 


-360° as if to announce full enclosure in 


this forbidding environment; the tracing 
of a narrow, equally jagged crevasse with 
its rushing waters frothing far below; the 
Static image of Messner and Kammerlan- 
der slowly vanishing into a field of rock 
and snow. Not that every scene in “The 
Dark Glow” is composed solely of reverie 
and awe. There’s a sublimely comic inter- 
lude where Messner gets this unusually 
expressive massage from one of his 
porters, a little guy wearing giant mirror 
aviator shades, who dances his hands all 
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over Messner’s head while Messner goes 
on about something | couldn't concentrate 
on for doubling-over in laughter. 


WITH “THE DARK GLOW,” this is a hice 
collection of relatively obscure works, and 
a package for which | have only one, albeit 
sizable, complaint: “The Dark Glow” has no 
subtitles! Instead it offers supremely lame 
English-language dubbing over both the 
narration and Messner and Kammerlan- 
der’s comments. Anyone familiar with Her- 
209's distinctive oratorical style will be 
distracted by this, though if for some rea- 
son the original German soundtrack was 
unavailable | guess |'m just grateful to be 
able to see the film at all, as well as the 
two others featured here. 

“Ballad of the Little Soldier” begins 
with the image of a child in a jungle 
singing merrily along to “La Nifia de la 
mochila azul,” a Mexican ranchera play- 
ing on a portable cassette player. He's 
also wielding what, if I'm not mistaken, is 
an AK-47. Co-directed with Denis Reichle, 
who was himself a suldier in the German 
National militia at the age of 14, this 
investigation into the proliferation of 
Miskito child resistance fighters in 
Nicaragua seems at first blush the most 


precipice of tension. You can call he; 
affected, but every affectation is loaded 
with purpose, and nothing is wasted. 

The sole moment where Streep gen 
uinely falters would have to be the fina! 
one, a sudden emotional thaw pitched 
to function as the sort of transcendent! 
release perfected by Robert Bresson in 
Pickpocket, and emulated in numerous 
movies since, most notably and effec 
tively in American Gigolo and L’Enfani 
But I think Shanley should probably be 
the one to ultimately take the heat for 
this limpid finale. Where he could have 
left us with a devastating whisper and 
fade, with another disarming close-up, 
he's opted for weepy collapse, rising 
music and crane shot. Instead of draw- 
ing us in he casts out the emotion, giv- 
ing us no room to feel anything on ou 
own. He may argue that he’s simply gi\ 
ing the audience the sort of big closing 
uplift they need, but what can I say? | 
have my doubts. v 


didactic work in Herzog’s oeuvre. 

But while Herzog’s voice-over strives to 
educate viewers on the plight of the Miski- 
tos, who allegedly suffered tremendou 
losses at the hands of Sandinistas, leaving 
countless children without parents and 
hungry for justice, “Ballad” clearly 
divorces itself from any polemical argu 
ments for or against the Sandinista cause 
It's a truly heart-rending, nerve-wracking 
film—with Herzog himself apparently film- 
ing under fire—that, like Tarkovsky’s /vans 
Childhood, reveals just how disturbingly 
devoted children in warfare can be 
Robbed of family, familiar with death yet 
regarding their future as something alto 
gether abstract, they lack adult fear. 

The final short on the disc is “Precau 
tions Against Fanatics,” a wonderfully 
bizarre, 11-minute film sculpted like an 
avant-garde poem. There is a man—per- 
haps a precursor to Treadwell—who's 
appointed himself a guardian of racehors- 
es. There is another man, with one arm 
tucked inside his clothing, who says only 
he understands the horses and demands 
that the first man should go away. Which 
is the real guardian of the horses is a 
mystery, though | must say | never sensed 
the horses were in any grave danger. v 
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the bast year-end features (sadly 
this year) is the Onion AV Club's 


al Least Essential Albums list.. 


ey're not picking on bad albums, you 

ie aoe about ones that really 

t had no reason to exist, whether its a 

scades-late tribute to a crooner or a 

jisguided soundtrack. 

{bring this up mostly because The Curi- 
sus Case of Benjamin Button, an Oscar- 
baiting flick from the usually more reliable 
David Fincher that shares nothing with its F 

Scott Fitzgerald source material outside the 
title and central conceit, isn't really so much 
‘bad—though it’s definitely not good—as 
tterly pointless. There really isn'ta 
moment during its wholly unnecessary 
three-hour running time that suggests it had 
‘any reason at all to be made—except per- 
aps to give middle-aged women a chance 
to swoon over a de-aged Brad Pitt. 
Button dives headlong into its irrele- 
vancy by opening in a New Orleans hospi- 
tal, where the creased Daisy (Cate 
Blanchett) awaits death, mere hours 
before Hurricane Katrina is about to hit. If 
there was a purpose to setting this fram- 
ing story on the eve of that particular nat- 
ural disaster, it escaped me entirely. The 
framing story itself is largely unneces- 
sary, except as a cheap sentimental trick: 
Daisy's daughter relates the story of Ben- 
jamin (Pitt) from a diary he left Daisy, 
though the only reason for it is to prove 
‘that theirs was a love for the ages, one of 
hose flawless, fated affairs that only 
happens when one of the participants is a 
lollywood heartthrob. 

Actually, that said, the framing plot is 
‘probably entirely necessary, since there's 

irtually nothing in the actual story of 
Benjamin and Daisy to suggest exactly 
why it is they should be together: theirs is 
a fate ordained by the gods of expedient 
Scriptwriting, Pitt and Blanchett certainly 
look good together, but the only connec- 
tion they seem to share is that Daisy 
thought Benjamin was sort of odd when 
she was little, and it's sort of weird that 
he’s aging in reverse. 

To make matters worse, besides the 
slight attraction, the only other real use for 
Button’s curious condition are a few jokes 
about how funny it is to see an old-looking 
man doing kid things and a not-entirely-jus- 
tified early exit from family life at the end. 
Besides that, the film is essentially a For- 
fest Gump-ian survey of a life a little less 
ordinary, with the appropriate relationship 
hurdles and a few other odd stories 

lugged in to round everything out. 
film isn’t entirely without its 
s—Benjamin meets a few com- 
ling characters on his way—but for 
the most part it’s just a rote exercise in 
ddlebrow filmmaking, pointlessly pass- 


THE CURIOUS CAS OF BEJAMIN BUTTON 


ing by while it ticks off a grocery list of 
what films need. 


THE READER 

DIRECTED BY STEPHEN DALOAY 

WRITTEN BY DAVID HARE 

STARRING KATEWINSLET, DAVID KROSS, RALPH FIENNES 
wk 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@yueweokly.com 

A friend of mine living in Germany told me 
recently that he hates the idea of this 
movie. Specifically, he hates seeing a 
British actress playing a German woman 
with a secret which in turn represents a 
crisis of national identity, all this contained 
in a modern eastern European classic 


novel that achieved North American 
crossover success thanks to a wealthy, 
influential black woman. In the process, 
the complexities of Bernhard Schlink’s The 
Reader have supposedly been appropriat- 
ed to become simple-minded dichotomies 
of Western popular culture. Bad Na 
good Resistance, played out by a not 
ably non-German creative team seeking a 
political Oscar nod 

That's one side of it 

The other side, and maybe another one 
after that, sees merely a common genre 
of pseudo-European drama that satisfies 
a thirst for passionate musical score 
sophisticated nudity and e compre- 
hended history. | suppose you'd like to 
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hear what the movie is about. 

Teenage schoolboy Michael (David 
Kross) falls ill in the streets one day, and a 
common woman comes to his aid. Secretly 
illiterate Hanna (Kate Winslet) allures the 
impressionable chap, and the pair soon 
become secret lovers. Despite interests at 
school and home, Michael banks all his 
time in Hanna's flat, as they alternate 
between hot sex and him reading aloud 
from the classics he brings home from 
school. But like all grand affairs of our 
youth, their time together abruptly ends 
with little waming or explanation 

Michael grows up and attends law 
school. His new life appears promising, as 
his inquisitive mind and flair for liberalism 
treat him to popularity and academic 
regard. But a field trip to a controversial 
court case related to some really bad 
events during WW Il reunite him with his 
past, as he learns more than enough about 
his first love Hanna. An opportunity comes 
to relieve Hanna of certain criminal 
charges, and his decision of coming for 
ward or staying mum will forever alter his 
relationships with women 
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That's barely the first two acts—Ralph 
Fiennes enters as an older, jaded 
Michael, reconciling his misgivings by 
sending out recordings of new readings 
to an aged Hanna. The film then turns to 
issues of literacy, as Hanna learns to 
write letters based on her frantic compar- 
isons of Michael's ken words to the 
original text of the stories he chooses. 

The affair between Michael and Hanna 
in The Reader i 1 in ambiguity, 

rent gap between a stern, haunt- 


during 
v the film to 


but also binding the v 
plications of 
is involved 
becomes influenced by 
historical drama, purgit 
emotion 
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bloated Nazi in Schindler’ List}, Near the 
end, Lena Olin sweeps in as a Jewish 
concentration camp survivor once tied to 
Hanna's fate, raising in a few phenome- 
nal minutes The Reader's most interesting 
questions. 

Not the worst adaptation of a novel that 
exists beyond the the academic means of a 
popular audience, The Reader hits neither 
the utterly complicated nor artfully genius 
notes of Fassbinder or Visconti. 


THE SPIRIT 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY FRANK MILLER 
STARRING GABRIEL MACHT, SAMUEL L JACKSON 
ee 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

The fantasy is hardly new, but there's a 
novelty to its veneer that holds a certain 
initial thrill. The hero, a murdered cop 
raised from the grave, exists beyond death. 
The villain, too, is invincible. There's the 
Suggestion they could fight for all eternity, 


VALKYRIE 


like Road Runner and Wile E Coyote, with 
no limit to the cartoony extremes of mean- 
ingless violence they can exact on each 
other. The women are uniformly astonish- 
ing objects, every one untouched by age, 
imperfection, gravity. There's a climactic 
four-way showdown in some part of town 
called “the projects,” yet not a single per- 
son seems to live there. So we have a 
world without poverty, pain or unattractive 
women. Or death. Or even, it would seem, 
colour, beyond red. Yet there's no limit to 
the diversity of weaponry, so rest assured 
we get plenty of noise. Yes, it's beautiful in 
its limited way, But is that enough? 

I suppose The Spirit, written and direct- 
ed by Frank Miller, inspired by Will Eisner’s 
comic, shot on the same digital backlot that 
produced the stylistically akin Sin Gity, rep- 
resents the future, or maybe just the slug- 
gish-to-catch-on present, of movies. But | 
dearly hope it’s not the only future, this her- 
metically sealed world that eschews what 
some of us love about movies: actual places, 
Sunlight, spontaneity, interaction, evocations 
of sensual experience. The titular super hero 
(Gabriel Macht) is a ghost of sorts. Fittingly, 
he inhabits a city where everything's the 
vaguest suggestion of something that might 
have once breathed. It’s a twist on the tex- 
ture of film noir, but this twist squeezes out 
all of noir's pathos and sweat. 

“My city needs me,” the Spirit solilo- 
quizes. “She is my love. She is my life.” 
There's no mistaking this for anything but 
unabashed melodrama, and that's fine— 
there's plenty of room in the movies these 
days for alternatives to the standard of 
supposed naturalism. But characters speak 
exclusively in shopworn hard-boiled patter, 
expository monologues, or declamatory 
Statements that extinguish subtext. There 
are flourishes of visual expressionism, but 
all the eye candy, from the misty skies of 
fluttering snow to Eva Mendes’ immacu- 
late ass, begins to wear as the story proves 
itself bereft of feeling. The characters are 
stereotypes. [heir stories get very boring. 

There's not much point in talking per- 
formances here, though Jackson seems to 
have a good time. And! am kind of fasci- 
nated by the Octopus’ emphatic dislike of 
€ggs, which seems counterintuitive given 
that, besides being a beloved breakfast 


white, one of few colours Miller permit 
They're also as thin and fragile as Mille, 
Story, which threatens to grow into a fra). 
chise where hero and villain just kee 
beating the shit out of each other in th, 
presence of fawning babes, agains; 
backdrop of absolutely nothing. 
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Some actors are character actors 3, f 
Some are not. Tom Cruise is not. He's , 
star. And no matter how hard he tries i, 
absorb the qualities of his role (in th, 
case of Valkyrie, not very hard at all), jy 
is still Tom Cruise. There are scenes 
this movie that, if you were to capture ; 
still frame, look verbatim like a shot from 
Top Gun. Now, factor in his decision i, 
retain his American accent, the only or 
amongst a canvas of British dialects ang 
one German accent—reserved for Adol; 
Hitler (David Bamber)—and you hay; 
tacit revision of history that turns the July 
20, 1944 plot into American folklore, pin 
ning the USA vs Germany. 

Tom Cruise plays Colonel Claus von 
Stauffenberg, a dissenting German soldic; 
who, through many strokes of luck, find 
himself in military command. A war injury 
rendered him an amputee and half-blind 
but the various promotions it gave him— 
plus a kick-ass eye-patch—makes it worth. 
while. With his new career powers he join 
a secret resistance group made up of 
important generals, politicians and dedicat- 
ed rebels who are about to attempt the 
biggest conspiracy on Hitler's life. 

A little background on the wor 
valkyrie: it is like martial law. In the case 
that law and order collapses, like, say, in 
the case of Hitler's death, it is Plan 8. | 
this movie, Cruise and company devise a 
plan to assassinate Hitler, then officiate 
Operation Valkyrie, thereby dissolving ti 
SS and taking power of Berlin. After thai 
they will truce with the Allies and restore 
“sacred Germany.” 

Unlike what the movie poster and trailer 
suggest, Valkyrie is not the explosive 
action movie of the holiday season. It’s 
commendably unpretentious politica 
thriller that relies mostly on dialogue for 
suspense. Although it launches itself as 
fiery war flick, it is the moments behind 
closed doors that are most heart-pounding 

For Bryan Singer, who emerged as 2 
director with such psychological thrillers 
as The Usual Suspects and Nazi-theme¢ 
Apt Pupil, but was made successful wit! 
comic book adaptations, this is a return \ 
his roots with a splash of superhero jazz 
So, when Tom Cruise—sorry, Colonel 


Stauffenberg—puts on his eye-patch and 
buttons up his decorated grey coat (9 
coat, | Know not why, that is different in 


Staple, eggs are a symbol of rebirth, and 
Octopus is singularly obsessed with 
immortality. And they're luminescent 
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STILL No passes Thu, Dec. 25: 4:00, —_ paily 6: 10; Fri-Sun, Th Daily 12:55, 3:30, 6:55, 9:10 
Lg ahs (PG) , ly 6:45, 9: in, Thu 
| not: DTS tags a Thu, 6:40, 9:20 2:06; no 9:10 show on Wed, YES MAN (14A) 
i chien, coarse 3:00, Oe 35, 9:00 FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, Dec 31 Daily 1:00, 3:20, 7:00, 9:20 
THE TALE OF eee content, IaeuagP mY — Ive LOVED 'YOUSO LONG 
DTS Dk atten Doc. 25: Thu, Dec. 25: 4:15, 6:30, 9:10 _ Daily 6:55, 9:05; Fri-Sun, Thu 
3:30, 7:10, 9:30 penne bag Ke i 2 cpl 9:05 show on Wed, 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF jo passes Thu, :4:50, Dec 
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IMUSIC 


ENTER SANDOR / 31 
BACKLASH BLUES / 32 
NEW SOUNDS / 34 


Flaming pants and ass vocals 


JAMES STEWART / jstawart@voeweekly.com 


* 


Israel,” says Ami Shalev, singer 

for Tel Aviv garage rockers 
Monotonix. “We love playing here, 
but if you want to make music for a 
living, you really have to get out of the 
country and tour.” 

And though it’s rare for bands to 
include Israel in their touring plans, 
Monotonix had the unique opportuni- 
ty to open for New York’s Silver Jews 
when the group passed through 
Shalev's hometown in 2006. Monoto- 
nix made such an impression on [Sil- 
ver Jew’s frontman] David Berman 
that he retumed from the tour raving 
about the band, piquing the interest of 
his record label, Drag City. 

“The label people came to see us 
when we played Chicago. They said 
‘Oh, we really love the show, but your 
recordings ... not so much. But if you 
make a good-sounding album, we 


y | [= a weird music scene in 


- WHEN: ? me 


FRIDEC 26% 


Mts | SA DEC 27 (0PM) 
MONOTONIX 

| WITH DESIDERAT MAD COMBOS 

ca | PAWN SHORSIA 


might have to put it out.” The band 
responded by hooking up with Fuck- 
ing Champs guitarist Tim Green and 
recording the six-song EP Body Lan- 
guage. Green's experience with get- 
ting huge sounds from minimal 
instrumentation—the Fucking 
Champs are also a bass-less three- 
piece—resulted in a recording that 
better represented the band’s explo- 
sive live show. 

Monotonix’s performances have 
fast become the stuff of legend, and a 
quick glance at any of the band’s live 
photos shows why. Perpetually shirt- 
less with long, curly locks and a wild 
moustache, Shalev drinks beer out of 
a shoe in one shot, mics his bare ass 
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_Allin a night's work for Tel Aviv's Monotonix 


in another and sets his pants on fire 
in a third. Drummer Haggai Fersht- 
man rides his kick drum atop a sea of 
hands, bashing on whichever pieces 
of the drum kit are still within arm's 
reach, as guitarist Yonatan Gat whirls 
and slashes his guitar amid the 
sweaty throngs. 

Shalev explains that the band’s 
notorious behaviour started at its very 
first show three and a half years ago. 

“We played at a club here in Israel, | 
and as we were playing we started to 
put our instruments into the crowd, 
and people went crazy,” he says. “It’s 
not like we made a decision to be this 
wild band or anything. We just do 
what makes us comfortable on stage.” 


SHALEV SHRUGS OFF the notion that 
the group's penchant for playing 200+ 
plus shows a year, coupled with the 
mayhem that each night brings, might 
eventually wear down the mental and 


physical reserves of the band. 

“People always ask us if it’s hard to 
put on a show like ours, to perform 
like we do night after night,” he says. 
“T always look at it like, it’s maybe 40, 
50 minutes a day? People go to work 
all day, they're there from nine to five. 


PARVUE 
WE OL 
THE WHEAT POOL 
BLADK 005, $10 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
The Wheat Pool’s Robb Angus may not 
remember where the band played New 
Year's Eve last year, but he sure feels it’s 
a privilege to be ringing in January 1 at 
the Black Dog this year. 

“It's one of those things that is kind of 
a notch in your belt,” Angus says. “! can 
remember, going back six or seven 
years, seeing Old Reliable playing New 
Year's at the Black Dog, and that's still a 
memorable show to me, so te be able to 
step in and play a show there for New 
Year's—we're pretty glad and pretty 


wig 

WED, DEC] (6 PM 

THE SECRETARIES 

WITH HANK PINE AND LILY FAWH, GHOSTKEEPER, SUNSET 


SIX. OJ MISS MANNERED 
THEARTERY, $25 


MABRY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vuswoekly.com 
Of the mysteries of the universe, one’s 
particularly vexing in its persistence and 
simplicity: why don’t the Secretaries 
have an album out? 

Sure, there's a four-song EP from 
2007, a demo showcasing their gutsy 
‘70s-flavoured rock, each copy wrapped 


together weil over two years, has 4 
devoted fanbase and played several 
Jauded shows. Why the walt 


| ip handmade artwork. But the trio's been. 


humbled to be asked.” 

It isn't such a stretch, though. The 
local band's juicy, country-fried rock and 
down-home lyrics call out to re-unite 
friends, new and old. The words — 
penned by both Angus and his older. 
brother Mike—wind down longing roads 
and around wistful hearts. 

“| don’t know if there was ever a 
moment where | decided [that storytelling 
with lyries is important], but | can tell you 
I'ma really. big Bruce Springsteen fan and 
I'm a really big Steve Earle fan,” Angus 
says, “and those guys are storytellers for 
certain. | guess it’s one of those things 


when the people you look up to and the - 


people that you feel have mentored you 
as a songwriter, writing | that way is kind 
of a natural progression.” 


Bassist Colleen Brown emits a fleet- 
ing, almost imperceptible sigh. It's the 
“trooper” pause—a deliberate turn 
towards optimism, shaking off nagging 
downheartedness nipping at the heels. 

“| don’t know!” she exclaims. “We've 
applied for grants and are saving up. | 
guess it takes a while before its fruit falls. 
We're waiting to hear back for a couple 
things even now. It’s our New Year's reso- 
lution, though: record an album, finally!” 

But we love you! 

“We love us too,” Brown laughs. “The 


whole concept from the beginning was 
just to play together, have fun. see what In ar 
happens. A theatrical thing. almost: We 


still have that because we {ave it, but 
songs are strong and our playing toge 
Air sghee tro 


What we do for a living is really noi 
that bad.” 

Or so the man says before the 14 
hour plane ride into an arctic hell. "Ah 
well,” laughs Shalev. “If nobody 
freezes to death, it’s going to be a 
great show. A lot of fun.” vw 


Of course, Angus can’t put himself on | 


par with these mentors—which include | 
his brother—quite yet, but he is taking | 
some very conscious steps to improve | 
his own songwriting for the band’s soph- | 
omore album. 
“One of the first things | tried doing | 
when | made the decision to take that | 
first step is to try making a conscious | 
effort to stop using the word ‘I’ or ‘me’ | 
in songs. | wanted to be able to write | 
about things outside of myself, outside 
of my experiences,” Angus says. “I can't 
see how | could even last as a song- 
writer if | just relied on things that hap- 
pened to me and that kind of stuff. | 
think it's necessary if you want to have 
any kind of longevity, to be able to cre- 
inthataspect"wo 


never expected to get good; we never 
expected to be able to write the songs 
we've been able to write, but there's an 
energy we have, a joy in creating.” 

Brown tums wistful. “We're ready for it 
to happen—we have the songs. We could 
make a double CD, at this point! Along 
with all the other merch ideas we have: 2 
cookbook and drink recipes. We could 
have a gift basket of Secretaries stuff, if 
we could ig album out. Teil a 
wel Noe eS fou'll | 
be eek Gers od you ¥ | 
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ABLE AT SELECT RETAIL LOCATIONS TODAY» ad ay ir a" : 
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‘ 
Cigarettes are highly addictive. 
La cigarette cree une tres 


forte dépendance. 
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‘FR YOUR FREE STINGS TO 7B. (28.7809 EW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Boxing | Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, EMPIRE BALLROOM Fock hiphop, | OVERTIME BOILER AND Tap. 
8 E-MAL GLBIYS AT oer DB Buxton Revue. Swamp — funky tunes with Phife and friends house, mash up; no minors ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: «| 
USTESS@VUEWERTLONN lobots; no minors; 8pm {door}; frock ABB, urban and dance wi 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected ESMERELDA'S Exzies Freakin Frenuy 4 
DEADLINE FRAY A Pa OM THE ROCKS Mortimers BIG Nu | Fridays: 31.7 The Bounce, Nestor Fridays: Playing the best in country | Mlkee: Spm-2am no cover 
Spm, Delano, Luke Morrison PLAY NIGHTCLUB Tho firs: | 
FUNKY BUDDHA. sha MBean) to 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) Danita BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover Top tracks, rock, retyo with DJ er eee ET 0 Open 
Lynn and Straight Shot Damian decade with D's Alexx Brow 
“ BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays Eddie Toons; pn (door): $5 
PAWN SHOP Boxing Day Bash GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ wow playnightclub.ca 
Team Building, Theo vs. Loki, Ben BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday Christian E 
Spencer's Funderal Dus spin Woottop and Main Floor RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fri 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indie, soul, indie, roek, funk, soul, hip hop 


DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wsttson 
ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fridsy 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with F: 
resident DJ Luke Morrison, 1-4 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND Ay) 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO To, 4: 
Request with a mix of Retro and 
Disco; 7-10:30pm; www-sport 
world.ca 


STOLL Top 40, R&B, house w 
People’s DJ 


10551- 32 Avenue {Upstairs!} 
730-432-5052 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC STONEHOUSE PB 9 10 
Tysin 

BLUES ON WHYTE Tim Williams steal Spm 

CASINO EDMONTON (WUNDERBAR fri with the F 

and Comerstone eh oe ees Avinder and DJ Toma, s 

rere Neale all Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Frits, 

DV8 TAVERN Live music every Fri PREVUE / WED, DEC 31 / GORDIE JOHNSON & KELLY HOPPE / WITH THETREWS / 


Spm; $5 SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, $45.50 
EVENT CENTRE No, Big Sugar is not back together. But if you like them, you can ring in the new year with Gordie 


EDMONTON 
Markus Schultz; DJ; Spm 7 n a 
ohn: Mr Chill pl some of thi 'st Tr 
Eile dar sestiar Bancmo Johnson and Mr Chill playing some of the band’s tunes with the Trews. 
cover 


IWORY CLUB Dueling piano show 


SAT 


motown, new wave, electro: HALD Mod Club: indie rock. new 


“—_ 


FREE BEFORE 10PM 
BOORS SPM 


New “Years “Eve... 


with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 


JEKYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock); 
Spm; no cover 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: The McDades; 
7,30-9;20pm, sold out; 2pm matinee; 
tickets at 780.496.2925 


NEW CITY | Love ’80s Baxing Oday 
dance party: Nazz Nomad vx. Eddie 
Lunchpail: no minors; 9pm (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Boxing Day with 
Day Soundclash with Thunderheist 
(live), quests. 3 Room event; 9pm 
(door), advance tickets at 
TicketMaster.ca, Foosh, Blackyrd, 
Souler 


URBAN LOUNGE Naughty Dive 
WILD WEST SALOON Ray 


Woodward 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk 
‘and Ska from the ‘60s ‘70s and “80s 
with Fathead. 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made 'em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
CHROME LOUNGE Platinum VIP 
Fridays: Boxin’ Day Madness with 
Black Reaction, Invinceable, Spyce, 
BabyGirl, Capone: 9pm (door); no 
minors 


Wave, Brit pop, and '60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 

GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, DJ OB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 
NEWCASTLE PUB Fridays House, 
dance mix with DJ Donovan 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE DJ 
Anarchy Adam (Punk) 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Off the Rotating Cuft (¢ 
ing Swamp Sex Robots, Th 
Convid Lorax, Zardozians, 
and Preludes by Yo Yo Pa; Film 


lations by Chris Payne 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE }| 
the Dog: live acoustic music eve 
Saturday aftemoon; this week £ 
Spencer's Funeral; 4-Bpm; no « 


BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 


Aftemoon Jam; Tim William: 


* ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780.758.9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 
780.432.4611 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0031 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324, 
82 Ave, upstairs, 780.436.4418 * BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 » BAR 
WILD 10552-82 Ave, 780.432.0814 * BEER HUNTER PUB-WEST END 7522-178 St, 780.489.7877 
* BELL AND COURT 10A Main Boulevard, Sherwood Park, 780.464.1326 « BEST WESTERN 
WESTWOOD INN 18035 Stony Plain Rd, 780.483.7770 © BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn 
16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 « 
BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 780.418.6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 
780.989.2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439,3981 » BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
780.423.5014 * BRIXX BAR 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 * BROOKLYN'S LOUNGE 
9216-34 Ave * BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 * CAMROSE RESORT CASINO 3201- 
48 Ave, Camrose, 780.679.0904 * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Arayll Rd, 780.463.9467 * CASINO 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


Lake * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 780.453.3663 * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 780.489.SHOW « EDMONTON 


WHERE THEY ARE 


Leduc * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St » MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 St * MURRIETA'S 10612-82 Ave « MUTTART 
HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE Alberta College, 10050 MacDonald Dr © MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Students’ Union Bldg, 8900-114 St, UofAe 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6106-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 780.413.4578 * NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 
780.439.8006 * NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-109A Ave * NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 780.436.1554 * O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
780.414.6766 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 780.439.9485 « OVERTIME 
DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 780.423.1643 * OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 780.485.1717 « PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882- 
170 St, 780.444.2112 ¢ PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ave ¢ PLANET INDI- 
GO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert ¢ PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave * RADISSON 
HOTEL EDMONTON SOUTH 4440 Gateway Blvd, 780.437.6010 * RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 * RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St « 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave, 780.439.2442 « ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 1011-117 St, 780.482.5253 » SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 780.437.0231/710. 1625 * SAWMILL BANQUEST CENTRE 3840-76 Ave, 780.468.4115 « SECOND CUP-124 STREET 
12336-124 St, 780.451.7574 * SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB-CAPILANO MALL Capilano Mall, North Entrance * SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 453- 
6006 * SNEAKY PETES 12315-118 Ave, 780.455.8007 * SPEAKEASY (AKA: THE SHOP) 12545-125 St « SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St * STARLITE 
ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 * STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-82 Ave, 780.988.8105 * STOLLI’S 2nd Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 
780.437.2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 » STRATHERN PUB 9514-97 St, 780.465.5478 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, 
St. Albert, 780.458.0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 780.452.7770 * UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 « 
URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780.437.7699 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 780.476.3388 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 780.436.2286 « X- 
WRECKS PUB 9303-50 St, 780.466.8069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.3256, wwew.yafterhours.com * YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 
Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 780.459.0295 


MUSIC LD REALE ERR 


e it, whatever's hot in the United 

be and the United eee oe 

popular music throughout most o 
mn world. 


: isn't true in Cuba, though. Walk 
musi¢ shop in Havana, and you'll 
len! of samba and rumba music, 
g rock. Not even cheesy covers of 
y hits that have been put 
beats, which is commonplace in 
. Tum on the radio, and you 
ve Cuban music. It’s’@ nation 
mainstream pop or rock music 
have a chance. 

easy to say “the United States 
pargo on Cuba,” but that’s not 
good explanation. At my hotel in 
9 during a recent trip, there was a 
ora of American channels, including 
™ both English and Spanish—and 
‘Gubans know all about Major League 
aball and are far more aware about 


ic beats money 


than one social club in Cuba 


what goes on in America than Americans 
are about what goes on in Cuba. As well, 
there's no embargo on the Brits; they can 
bring their culture with them. 

Unlike so many other cultures, Cuba's 
robust music scene hasn't been polluted 
by commerce or colonized by the Western 
pop-music powers. There's a fierce pride 
in that island nation and its music is part 
of the national character. Music can be 
found on street corners. In the Callejon de 
Hamel, a centre of AfroCuban culture, 
there's a street dance every Sunday, 

That's not to say all of the Cuban music 
Scene is immune to the lure of big money. 
Anyone involved with the now legendary 
Buena Vista Social Club can command huge 
ticket prices. While in Havana, | saw posters 
advertising shows for BVSC alumni with 
ticket prices at 50 Cuban convertible pesos 
each—that would be around CDN$65. 

But walk up La Rampa, the main drag of 
Havana's most modern district, a street lit- 
tered with hip cafés.and restaurants, and 
you can't help but see live music. Pretty 
well every bar or eatery has bands on offer 
and, since many play right on the patios, 
the samba and rumba beats resonate right 


Onto the street. It doesn't cost anything 
extra to see these musicians play. 

And, while sitting with my wife and 
son in the Cafeteria Sofia, a bar wedged 
under a Eastern European-style concrete 
apartment building, located just two 
blocks from the Atlantic Ocean, | watched 
an average Cuban folk music ensemble go 
to work, and | thought to myself, “If this 
band, which is one of a dime-a-dozen 
troupes in Cuba, could get off the island, it 
would do well playing folk music festivals 
across North America.” 


YES, IT'S ALL T00 easy to romanticize an 
entirely independent musical culture in what 
amounts ta a closed society. But, | recall 
going te communist Hungary in the ‘80s, and 
having no problem finding heavy metal and 
New Wave albums from US and UK acts 
And Prague and Budapest have thriving jazz 
scenes, fomented long before the Iron Cur- 
tain fell. Jazz is not what you would call a 
distinctively continental musical style 

So Cuba is unique for placing the 
importance of native music well ahead of 
the international pop scene. And | think 
the loca! passion is strong enough to pre- 
serve Cuban music even after the borders 
between itself and the US are opened 
again, as they one day must be. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


‘Vip, $27 (adv\/$32 (door). adv tick- hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 


‘ets at Winspear box office ‘and guests 
DS RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 
‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Seturdays: Top 40 with OJ Skating Disco: Top 40 Request with 
Soundwave mix of retro and disco; 1-4:30pm and 


7-10:30pm; www.sports-world.ca 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturday | Sra irs oN WHYTE Top 40, 128, 


Dus on three levels. Main Floor: 


Menaee Sessions: alt house with People’s OJ 
peat wt Miss SUEDE LOUNGE The Fines 


Underground House with OU Nic-E 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, every Saturday 

cecal De TEMPLE T.G.! Psydays: 9pm 

ss ‘ 'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
‘Baturer an 

EMPIRE BALLROOM lock, hiphop. | joca) bands 

house, mash up 


Y AFTERHOURS felesse Saturday 


PREVUE / FRI, DEC 26 (9 PM) / TEAM BUILDING / PAWN SHOP 
You know, Boxing Day can be just as much fun as New Year's 
Seriously, Go on and try it. 


ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Every 


ti 

‘Sat a different theme 
FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
‘Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen 'B and 
‘0 Kwake 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 

Top tracks, rock. retro with DJ 
Oamian 
GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays: LIV 
“e shad Casa with 

foronto's ipaction, and 
Edmonton's Inviriceat BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sunday Brunch 

ae ed Jim ar Trio; donations 

HALD For Those Who Know: house BLUES ON WHYTE Once Just 
See ee is een, EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
= Nestor Delano, Avi stage jam. 7pm es 
cae LOUNGE DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Colnc 

be Sizzla Saturday. Musie Session, hosted by Keri-Lynne 
oe Carey and quests Zwicker, 47pm. 

NEWCASTLE PUB Saturdays: Top | HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Souljah Fyah 
the Nag Bn: $10 (oor) $5 istu- 
(MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Punk denti/$5 (restaurant/pub employees 
Rawk Saturdays with Todd and Alex with pay stub) 

‘SUBURBS HULBERT'S Sunday Songwriter's 
ey! Greg Gory teed os 7pm: $S/persan minimum 
PLANET ge 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: HYDEAWAY All Ages Art Space 
Sears wit Pes Doug Hoyer and Liam Trimble pres- 
dents ent Songwriters Circle; 7-11-30pm 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. hip LOOP LOUNGE Jorn hosted by JJ. 


Lenny 8 and the Cats; 4:30pm “ti 
whenever 


NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday acoustic 
open stage with Willy James and 
Crawdad; 3pm 


NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday hested 
by Ben Disaster Spm (sign-uph na 
cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Jonny 
McCormack, Plus 4, Brad Shigets, 
Bill Richards, Matthew Roberts, Gord 
Graber, DJ Condor Telefunken: 9pm: 
$10 


OBYANE'S Open mic jam with 
Robb Angus (the Wheat Poo!) 


ON THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with King Muskafa; 9pm 

OSCAR'S PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-1'1pm 

PAWN SHOP Milk and Cookies: 0 
Spiltmitk, quests 


CLASSICAL 


MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA 
COLLEGE Anne Burrows Music 
Foundation, Opus 29, concert and 
fund raising event: 7pm; $25 at TX 
on the Square, door 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improw. 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
‘Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main Floor 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sou), 
Motown, Disco with DJ Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in Housa, Progressive and 
Trip- Hoge Rudy Electro; 10pm 
2:30am, goast DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 
GINGUR NYE Countdown with 
Toronto's Black Reaction and 
Edmonton's OU Invinceable/Capone 
Tip (door $10 

WEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 
WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallates 


and XS, quasts; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Siceman 
Mondays: live music monthly: no 
cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Funkataclia 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jaz: 


fang. 
Kont Sanster Quartet: Bpm: $10 
{doot\/$5 (student) 

HYDEAWAY Ail Ages Art Space 
JSR pn Tho Wicked 
Awesome, Soan Savage, The 
Bummers, Matt Peri; 730pm. 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Did Tyme Fiddlers Sosiery, 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE Tho 


Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jam 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 


McDonald (altamating); 9pm-12am 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 


Service Industry Night, no minors: 
Spm-2am 


BLACK D0G FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor. Eclectic Nonsense, 

Confederacy of 0 
Hookah and Rear 


Dad Rock. Td 
dmiral Seunders 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB fudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive arid Trip-Hop; 12am 
2:20am; interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti. com; karaoke with 
Tazy, amateur strip contest. Spm. 
12am 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Mets! 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mier 


NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fovvler (eclectic tunes} 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON BLUES OM WHYTE funkafoclia Funkafeelia 


BAD Big Rock Untapped and 
Unplugged Tuesdays: Megan Callan, 
9pm 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Opon 
stage with Chris Wiynters 

LBS PUB Amar Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tunadey 
night; Ipm-lam; festuring guests 
Simon Bennett and Wayne Allchin 
hosted by Mark Ammar end Noe! (Big 
Cat) Mackenzie 


OBYRME'S (Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johason and friends 


SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 
mic avery Tue; B-10pm_ 


SECOND CUP STANLEY MILNER 
UBRARY (pen mic every Tue: 7- 
Sen 
SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All Stor 
Jem with Alicia Tart and Rickey 


NO MINORS 


10544 82 AVE 


DOORS AT 8 PM 780-437-7699 


CHAMPAGNE & PARTY FAVOURS 


AT TICKETMASTER AND THE URBAN LOUNGE 


//JANIO 


WED //JAN14 ) MARTIN. KERR sgouusics pete, FREE 
FAi//JANi6 ) THE ODDS © Aci WASH 


_ 


10 44- 82 AVE e PH i Li 


Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 


$10 


MUSIC 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT 2PM 
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Rollie’s top 20 of 2008: part one 


BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
= | solandoweweekly com 


20) The Roots ft Dice Raw, Peedi 
Crakk and DJ Jazzy Jeff, “Get Busy” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=ZBb0yh-pZ0M) 


In a recording landscape where pop 
princesses and boy groups are back in 
vogue, it's harder than ever to be hard. By 
that regard, this record is like an asteroid 
hitting a cement truck. “Better deadbolt 
the door, it ain't safe no more,” a 
seething Black Thought pounds through 
drums that sound like someone throwing 
bricks and snaking funereal keyboards. 


19) Young Jeezy ft Nas, “My President” 
{youtube.com/watch?v=_ZAuY4ULNcE) 


Epic fake strings and machine drums throb 
to a drug tutorial/political analysis that is 
(perhaps unconsciously) poignant to the 
matters of American families. Guest star 
Nas takes time to sneak social commen- 
tary into the regular hood rap format 
("They put us in jail, now a n***a can't go 
vote") and that’s the tricky line this song 
treads throughout. In the epilogue, Jeezy 
shouts out Jackie Robinson, Booker T 
Washington and Sidney Poitier but then 
proceeds to brag that he’s the first person 
“to ride through [his] hood in a Lamborghi- 
ni.” Progress takes time, right? 


18) Fake Blood, “Mars” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=L-Uk27gg2UA) 


This record is a club anthem, borrowing 
‘90s techno memories and splicing them 
with contemporary Baltimore and bassline 


house dynamics, but in a way that doesn’t 
seem contrived. An instantly recognizable 
hit record as spacey as its title. 


17) Gang Gang Dance, “First Communion” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=E0VePHmc7iE) 


The interconnected nature of the recent 
album Saint Dymphna might make it hard 
to consider any single track a standout, 
but for me, it was obvious. This song is 
all tribal shouts and lasers, followed by a 
guitar trapeze act that bounds through a 
watery haze of atmospherics. 


16) Metronomy, “Heartbreaker” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=MsduHmjQlgl) 


In the hands of a more commercial pop 
singer, this would be huge, but unfortu- 
nately (or fortunately, | should say), it 
might have to languish with the more indie 
kids for now. It’s a sugary, emotively 
lovelorn shuffle about the oldest story ever 
told, but it’s still a trick that has yet to fail. 


15) Benga & Coki, “Night” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=rNStVIJWy88) 


This song is actually from 2007, but in my 
opinion, it really gained prominence earli- 
er this year. Dubstep finally gained trac- 
tion in places other than Europe and this 
song is possibly its first international hit. 
It's weird to imagine minimal broken beat 
and a repetitive bass drop inspiring mosh 
pits all over the world. 


14) Crystal Castles, “Crimewave” 
(dailymotion.com/video/x6p8d8_crystal- 
castles-crimewave-new-offic_music) 


Originally a remix of a song by HEALTH, 
this record, weirdly enough, is a youth 


culture anthem in England, It almost g, 
me trampled this Spring by some { ., 
pool youths in a Beatlemania frenzy o,, 
two pale kids from Toronto. A catchy ;), 
of Italo disco and chip tune, *Crimeway, 
somehow turns the incomprehensible jn, 
the universal. 


13) Late of the Pier, “Bathroom Gur gle” 
(youtube. com/watch?v=MYuwGGad0., vd) 


A Klaxons replacement to some, Late oj 
the Pier's Erol Alkan-produced debut alpy,, 
was awash with original, exciting sou: 
and this is the best example. A stompin, 

exercise in stiff Devo funk, the kijjo, 
Queen-style breakdown stands as one oj 
the most mellifluous moments of the yea) 


12) LCD Soundsystem, “Get Inno 
ous (Soulwax Remix)” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=uDnNZgVéRik) 


Soulwax are masters at magnifying the 
best parts of a given song and bringing 
them into play. When they remix ici) 
Soundsystem, the tension is incredible 
driving the band to an epic buildup of 
synth that repeats until it loses traction 
like a runaway freight train. 


11) Tiga, “Mind Dimension 2” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=TbvihGDGUjo) 


The demand for this song was unprecedent 
ed. People fawning over spotty YouTube 
footage of dancing Europeans, DJs playing 
incomplete rips off of satellite radio ai 
dance clubs. All buzz-saw synth and vocal 
sample acrobatics, this song balances out 
the sweetness of the hook (“Every time | 
look into your eyes, | see the future”) with a 
«territorial refrain that is probably true at this 
point: “The house is mine!” w 


SCOODOOCOOCOCOOOOCOOCOCCC SO SSeOOD000000000eE980@ 


Sidecar; 8:30pm {door)/Spm (show); 
$3 (member/$3 (guest) 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Mazin 
Floor: CSA's Eddie Lunchpail; 
Wooftop: Dub at The Dog with DJ 
Degree 

BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser, 9pm 


ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tus; no 
cover with student 1D 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
8-10pm. 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae music; no cover 


NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE “abil: 
ly. Ghoul-rock, spooky with DJ Vian 
Cadaver 


RED STAR Tuosdays: Experimental 
India Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 


Retro Night: 7-10:30pm; wanw.sports- 


world.ca 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


Now Your's Eve 


ARTERY Ghostkeeper, The 
‘Secretaries, Hank and Lily, plus DJ 
Miss Mannered; 8pm (door); $25 at 
Blackbyrd and Megatunes 


BEER HUNTER PUB-WEST END 
Dangerous Guise; $30 at the Bear 


MUSIC 


Hunter Pub: 


BELL AND COURT Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 8:45pm-1am; $35 


BEST WESTERN WESTWOOD 
EMM The Legends with Robert 
Larrabee; $99.95 at www,robert- 
Jarrabee.org/newyearseveedmon- 
ton.htm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE The 
Wheat Pool; DJs in the Underdog 
and Woottop; 7pm-2am; $10 
(adv/$15 (door); tickets at The Black 
Dog 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rault Brothers, 
with Stuart McDougall; reservations 
at 7pm of 7:30pm; $85 (dinner and 
show); call for reservations 


BLUES ON WHYTE Jordan Cook: 
$25 at Blues on Whyte 


CAMROSE RESORT CASINO 
‘Slowbum; 8:30pm-1am,; $39.95; tick- 
ets/information at 780.679.0904 


CASINO EDMONTON V)l.P (pop 
rock); tickets on sale at customer 
servica 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Souled Out 
{pop rock); tickets on sale at cus- 
tomer service 


CENTURY CASINO Blushing Brides 
(Rolling Stones tribute), Rum 
Brothers; $59,95/$59,95/$79.95 at 
TicketMaster, Century Casino 
780.643.4000. Reserved seating only 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Stee! 
Wool; $10 (proceeds go to spinal 
chord injury) at the pub 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH sth 
Annual Latin New Year's Eve-Noche 
de Gala: Grand Ballroom: Tumbao 
Vibe Salsa Band, Latin Combo, DJ 
Fuego, DJ Alvares. OJ Stomp 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH 
HOTEL-TOP OF THE INN Jaz New 
Years Eve—-The Best is Yet to Come: 
The Fabulous Tuxedo Junkies {jazz 
band); $115; reservations required, 
tickets at TIX on the Square 


DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB Aock In 
2009 at the Duke: Mr. Potato Head, 


6pm (door). 7pm (dinner); $30 {adv 
tickets required) 


EDDIE SHORTS Major Major (rock 
and roll); 8pm-3am; $10 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Urban Metropolis Mainroom: R&B, 
hip hop,old school, electro, mash up 
and top 40 club anthems with 
Harman B, DJ Kwake, Marlon 
English; Electronic Room; Connected 
Dus Nestor Delano, Mikey Wong, 
AllOut DJs Polly Yesteray, Dusty 
Grooves and Benny Hawk, Boodang 
and United DJs Phil Lam vs. ames 
the Floorlayer and Vandamage; 9pm 
{door}; no minors; dress to impress; 
tickets at www.thebigbangnye.ca, 
TicketMaster, Foosh (Whyte), Soular, 
Alexis, Shadified Salon 


EDMONTON MARRIOTT-GRAND 
BALLROOM Trendy eclectic dance 
music, no country, rap, hip hop, 
heavy metal by DJ Tomski; 7pm-dam; 
formal dress; $135 info email 
edgala@shaw.ca 


FAIRMONT HOTEL 


BALLROOM Aura: $179: reserva- 
tions/info at 780.429.6495 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Hower 
New Year's Eve Party and open stage 
; 8pm-1am; 7:30pm (door); $10/$2 
(with a membership card); 
Performers, reserve & spot to play 
phone Breezy Bri 780.429.2624 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB The Jack 
Semple Band and George Blondheim; 
‘8pm (door), $60 [with buffet din- 
ner\/$45 (excluding buffet); ticket 
info at 780.756.6010 


HOLIDAY INN CONVENTION 
CENTRE Emeralds; Gpm-2am; dress 
to Impress; $40 (dance onty) 


HOLIDAY INN Black Ribbon Ball: 
music by Flash Gordon, MHZ, Love 
Jones, DJ Diamond; formal 
attire;$75 at 780,242 6368; in sup- 
port of stopping violence 


HOOLIGANZ PUB The Benders with 
the Frolics; 10pm, $10 (door) 


IVORY CLUB Dueling plano show 


with four entertainers; 9pm; $89 at 
780.465,6800, at the club and Ebony 
Lounge, Thu, Fri or Sat nights after 
Jom 


JET NIGHTCLUB Gob and guests; 
7pm; $26.25 at TicketMaster 


LB'S PUB The Bobby Cameron 
Band; 7pm-2am (dinner/danes); Spm- 
2am (dance only); $50 
(dinner/dance}/$30 (dance only) at 
B's; reservations appreciated 


NEW CITY It's the end of the World 
as we Know it: Blue Jay and Greg 
Gory 


O’BYRNE'S McKeevers Crossing: 
7:30pm (door), 10pm (band); $25, 


ON THE ROCKS Ratt Polson; 7pm- 
2am; $25 (party/$40 (dinner/dance) 
at On The Rocks 


PALACE CASINO-WEM Robin 
Kelly (Elvis tribute); phone for info 


PAWNSHOP Les Tabemacles, 
‘Whitey Houston, Coffin Ships; 
8:30pm; tickets available at the 
PawnShop, Blackbyrd, Freecloud, 
Listen 


SOUTH Honeymoon Suite; 7:30pm 
(buffet), 10pm (concert/dance); $99 
{buffet and conceft) at 780.437.6010 


ROUGE LOUNGE Singles New 
Year's Gala: Top Diss Spinning tunes; 
8pm-2am; Min. age 21+ ; $59.99 
(until Dec 261/$69,99 {after Dec 
27//$80 (door) 


‘SAWMILL BANQUEST CENTRE 
The Classics; 6pm-2am; $60 by 
phone at 780.468.4115 


‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Age of Daze, Rev Theory, Big Sugar. 
The Trews; 8pm; no minors event; 
$45.50 at TicketMaster, proceeds to 
The Bear Children's Fund 
SPEAKEASY (AKA: THE SHOP) 
Marv Machura and the Mary 
Machura Band; Bpm (door), Spm, 
(music); $20 


‘STARLITE ROOM New Year's Eve: 3 
roams: Mad Bomber Society, Raygun 


Cowboys, Lets Danes, Ilifit Outfit 
Red Ram, Instant Pink, Mich 
sJames Band; DJs in the T 
(door) $10 at Freecloud. 
Foosh, Listen | 


STEEPS TEALOUNGE Open: | 
(acoustic) every Wed 


TEMPLE Wyid Style Wedness 
Live hip hop, every Wed: 


UNION HALL E-Rock-Tica; 7pm 
(door) $15 at Union Hall coat check 
TicketMaster 


URBAN LOUNGE Tupelo Honey 
Marder City Sparrows, and Clo 
Attention; No minors; 1pm (door | 
tickets at TicketMaster, Urbs 

Lounge: 


WILD WEST SALOON Jo Mi 
WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hii _ 


CLASSICAL 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH A Company of Lovers 
Ja New 2008, Ensemble (choral 
music down the ages); 7.30pm. $+ 
{adulti/$15 (student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square 


DS 


GINGUR SKY New Year's Eve © 
bration: with Toronto's Black 
Reaction and Toronto's reggee & 
crew Badda Squad (Jon Jon and 
Slim); $35 (adv. tickets include & 
ner, champagne VIP Tabley/$25 
(dance); dress to impress, men 
suits and ladies in dresses 


NEW CITY LIKWAD LOUNGE 0, 
Raxxi Slade (indie, punk and me'* 
SUEDE LOUNGE DJ Nic-E; 8p" 
(door); $25; 780.482.0707 

Y AFTERHOURS DJs; no mino 


$25({st 100 tickats\/$35 (after) =! 
Foash, ¥ Afterhours 


ee ee Oe 


THE HANDY 
TOBACCO OPTION 


THIS CE PRODUIT 5%) 
PRODUCT | CREE UNE ' 
IS HIGHLY 


\ \ 
Smoke free, chew free and | oe 
spit free, SNUS is an alternative 
for adult tobacco ipella 


SNUS is packaged in small, 
handy pouches that just need 
to be tucked under the upper lip 
to deliver maximum taste. 
SNUS Original and Freshmint tins ~ 


are available now through select 
tobacco retailers in Edmonton. 


This product is highly addictive 


Ce produit crée une forte dépendance 
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BOXING DAY EDITION 


NAZZ NOMAD vs. EDDIE LUNCHPAIL 
DOORS SPM x NO MINORS 


10081 JASPER AVENUE 
IT’S THE. END 
OF THE WORLD 
AS E KNOW IT!! 


mpl! HAAR'S Bl 


SHOCK AND AWE 
TICKETS 


ON SALE 


NOW!! 


Special “Show Up late AND/OR Skip The Line” 


Tickets Also Available NOW!!! 
aa, 


All Sorts Of Party Favours Provided! 
Gold Ticket Buyers Receive Confetti 
Cannons Of Mass Destruction!!! | 


EDMONTON, AB 


WITH 

BLUE JAY 
AND 

GREG GORY 


” 


RIEW CRY 


= NEW SOUNDS 


40 Thieves, 40 Thieves (Indepen- 
dent) Right out of the gate, on album 
opener “Capo,” there’s a sense that 
we're all in this together on 40 
Thieves debut full-length. The guitar 
chops out a hopeful rhythm while an 
organ sings overtop—and then it all 
comes together with the bass and 
drums joining in, instruments united 
in a common purpose. 

And it’s a purpose that we all know 
well: to survive, to keep your head 
above the water and maybe, with any 
luck, occasionally 
break on through 
to the other side 
where things are 
just right, if even 
for just one night. 

40 Thieves isn't 
a goodtimes band 
by any means, but 
the trio isn’t traf- 
ficking in low-key 
depression either. 
It's more like call- 
ing life as it is— 
hard, but that’s just 
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strained to the edge of breaking, tor- 
tured yet uncomfortably catchy at the 
same time and beautifully settled into 
the mix like just another instrument, 
forcing you to either concentrate 
intently to hear the words or just 
shake it on the dance floor and enjoy 
the lines that slip out of the song. 

As the nearly-30-minute album—the 
perfect length, really, leaving no room for 
filler—moves along it heads towards what 
seems increasingly like an inevitable con- 
clusion, unstoppable as the intensity 
“builds with each 

song. And that’s 
particularly impres- 
sive considering the 
band never really 
lays back, keeping 
the beat moving 
quickly with short 

songs and racing 
tempos. 

By the time the 
sing-song ending 
of “Never Be 
Woodcrafty” rolls 
into the thrashing, 
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the way things go 
and you've got to make the best of it — 
and we're all welcome to join the 
band’s party and slog it out with them. 

Maybe the feeling of unity comes in 
part from the fact that it’s pratically 
impossible to single out a member of 
this trio as the star: liké Paul Simonon 
did with the Clash, Lee Klippenstein’s 
bass provides subtle little twists in the 
melodies and progressions, with an 
extra note here, a little counterpoint 
there, a sudden turn into reggae, while 
Grant Callaghan’s drumming leads the 
charge through the fray at the same 
time, providing the backbone that gives 
the band its strength. And that frees up 
Caleb Neumeier to push his guitar 
through chordal drives, slipping into 
picked-out arpeggios or a single note 
line whenever the song calls for it. 

And then there are the vocals, 


records&cds 


overdriven “Sur- 
veillance,” which in tum bursts into an 
apocalyptic ending that gives way to the 
urgency of the penultimate track “Ring 
the Alarm,” there’s no escape—this is a 
soundtrack for taking on the world. 

But as strong as the album is as a 
whole, there are also gems scattered 
along the roadmap leading through 
the 10 tracks, like on “Bangarang,” 
which is touched by an organ melody 
during the verses that practically 
forces you to crack a grin, followed by 
the briefest of guitar fills that finishes 
the job. And there are plenty of 
moments like those to be found on the 
record—the sort that make you feel 
like there’s something to look forward 
to everytime you hear one of the 
songs, making you feel like we're all 
on the same side. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


boxing day(s) sale!!! 


20- 


dec. 26 - dec. 28 
friday - sunday 


holiday hours: 
wed dec 24| 11-4 
thurs dec 25 | closed 
fridec 26| 11-5 
wed dec 31| 12-4 
thurs jan 1 | closed 


everything 
in the store 


great gift ideas 


belle & sebastian: BBC sessions 2LP/2CD | fm3: buddha machine 2.0 
nuggets 4CD | this heat: out of cold storage 6CD BOX | gift certificates 
victrola favorites 2CD+BOOK | sunn 0))): domkirke 2LP | discwasher vinyl care kit 
metallica: and justice for all 4LP BOX | david axelrod: live LP/CD+DVD 
dario argento/goblin OST SLP BOX | new york noise BOOK | record bags 
new order: DLX 2CD reissues | t-shirts | magazines | & more 
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MUSIC 


Cat Power, Dark End of the Stree; 
(Matador) Chan Marshall has a repu 
tation for interpreting materia] |, 
other songwrite, 
running the mys;, 
through her 0, 
distinct sound 

it the sparse jn), 
tock of her ear/, 
work on 200: 
The Covers Re, 
or the more polished soul of 20; 
Jukebox. Where the latter album te, 
ed to drag on a little too long, ne, 
teally coalescing into a focused e{j 
this EP of six tracks drawn from 
same recording sessions fares m, 
better. There's Marshall’s devastat, 
take of “Dark End of the Street,” \ 
lyrics seemingly tailor made fo; 
sad voice ("At the dark end of 
street / That’s where we al 
meet”) and the spindly lines «, 
reverb-drenched electric guii, 
colouring the organ, bass and druy 
that provide the foundation, coup): 
with a distant and lonely violin-dri\ 
re-invention of CCR’s “Fortunate So; 
leading up to the slow-burning soul o 
the closer “It Ain’t Fair,” resulting |; 
an EP that is tighter and more satis: 
ing than the earlier LP. —EDEN MUNAO , 
eden@vueweekly.com 


Kasey Chambers and Shane Nicho| 
son, Rattlin’ Bones (Liberation) 
collaboration between Australi: 
singer-songwrit 
€rs/marmied coup| 
Kasey Chamber 
and Shane Nicho! 
son, Rattlin’ Bon 
conjures memori 
of the music thé 
“Gram Parsons ar 
Emmylou Harris made together, not s: 
much in the specifics of the songwritin 
as in the way that the duo’s voices wor 
together and as counterpoints, makin; 
the songs better than they'd be with ju 
one or the other singing them. It occa 
sionally falls a little flat—’Monkey on 
Wire” is well-played, but doesn’t cul 
very close to the bone—but for the most 
part it’s a polished, charming record 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@yueweekly.com 


The Circles Quartet, I Understand 
(Independent) This recording 0! 
modern jazz numbers demonstrates 
what happens when four musician 
complement each 
other to create 
one voice, yet give 
each other roor 
to move and 
explore. Not onc 
does I Undersian 
sound like fou! 
individuals who happen to be jam 
ming together, each doing his ow! 
thing. This unity between the mus 
cians underlies other elements of the 
album—some of the motifs from the 
earlier tracks show up again in late! 
pieces. Listeners who capture thes« 
subtleties might feel as if they hav: 
taken a journey forward, while neve! 
forgetting what came before. Conse 
quently, 1 Understand offers an intrigu 
ing opportunity for reflection and 
interpretation. —MARIA KOTOVYCH / 
maria@vueweekly.com 


The Circles Quartet plays the Haven 
Social Club at 9 pm on Sat, Dec 27. 


Fall (DDG) 


nae does this one spell out 

s; it’s left to the listeners to 

way through the five, general- 
ed and moody, tracks. The 
e Se Stacie in the 
fe of “Ten Thousand Baby Birds,” 
- gentle becomes aggresive as 
nd lets the rock ‘n’ roll escape, 
‘it through to the song's end. 
cea cof momentum comes 
s very much like the last gasp of 
n before the inevitable 
e that winter is just around 
a feeling that is mimicked in 
stly, singing saw of the last 
the Garden.” —EDEN MUNRO / 


1S Pit, Chunk of Change 
enchikiss) | have the impression that 
Ps typically, act as vehicles for musi- 
cians to record and 
3 release something 
before they figure 
out just exactly 
what it is that they 
want to do. This 
doesn't seem to be 
the case for Michael 
ngelakos, though He moulds his 
gs, taking bits and pieces from differ- 
nt genres, mostly pop and electronica. 
he exception is the intro on “Sleepy- 
i” which sounds like it was cut from 
hip-hop track. Yet somehow, Chunk of 
hange still comes off as one slick pack- 
that had a plan all along rather than 
) experimental accident. —KRISTINA DE 
/ kristina @vueweekly.com 


Soy 


tal, Blood Red Tape (Resonance 
dustrie }) Who would have thought 
t such a crisp, clean—absolutely 
polished—album 
could have come 
out of Edmonton? 
Blood Red Tapéis the 
fourth full-length 
release that the pro- 
gressive hard-rock 
7 group Portal has put 
so far, and the attention to detail that 
byiously went into this latest project is 
itounding. Tracks like “Jebel Moon,” 
r Kettle” and “The Kingdom’ show 
cl eee consideration for lyrics, 
lelodies and mastering that the only 
m that one might have of this 
ibum is that sometimes it is a little too 
less. tronically, it would take just a 
ch more grit—a few more risks and a 
more recklessness—to make this the 
infect rock album. —BRYAN SAUNDERS / 


Brown, “I'll Be Heading 
=" Ringing bells, bells, melancholy piano 
arching drum—plus Colleen 
's wonderful voice and melody. 
holiday tunes should be like. 


atr “e.com/colleen- 


<2 |0LD SOUNDS 


EDEN MUNRO 
eden@yueweekly.com 


Thin Lizzy, Live and Dangerous (Warn- 
er Bros) Originally released: 1978 With 
some albums, all it takes is a little time 
for their real value to become apparent. 
Now, that’s not to say that Thin Lizzy's 
1978 live album wasn't a good one in 
the first place. For a band with eight 
albums out already, this first live album 
offered a chance to pull the best songs 
together, cutting 
loose those that 
would detract 
from the whole. 

But, nearly 23 
years after the 
death of the bands 
singer/bassist Phil 
Lynott, the band’s 
legacy is largely 
contained to clas- 
sic-rock radio's ten- 
dency to fall back 
on “The Boys Are 
Back in Town" or, 
occascionally, “Jail- 
break.” The reason for that comes down 
largely to the fact that Thin Lizzy's record- 
ings were often—though not always— 
diluted with a few tracks that just didn't 
hold up to the. band’s best. 

That's not the case here. There has 
been some debate about just how live 
this album actually is—producer Tony 
Visconti says that only the drums and 
audience remain from the original tapes, 
and while Robertson has denied this 
claim, the upcoming release of Sti// 
Dangerous, claiming to be sourced from 
the original unaltered recordings, lends 
credence to the claim—but that discus- 
sion only matters if the album is taken 
as a document of a particular concert. 
As an album unto itself, Live and Dan- 
gerous cuts the filler from the band’s 
catalogue, dealing only in the strongest 
material and in an order that ebbs and 
flows, carrying itself through from 
beginning to end without faltering 

Lynott’s vocal delivery often sounds 
like a cross between Bruce Spring- 
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VA 
Petr DIABLO 
ISLAND 
Sounds like ‘98 


Which was still five years too late 
To be relevant 


|AY SEMKO 
iON SUPERSTAR 
Ex-Pike solo joint 
Like Canadian Yoakam 
But with more hokum 


ECTS 
ta son 


Cute, dainty A-holes 
One chair routine away from 
Full boy-band status 


steen and Bob Seger, but while 
Lynott’s lyrics and chord progressions 
are born of the working class—the 
folk influences are obvious, if covered 
heavily with distortion—there’s no 
denying that Thin Lizzy is a guitar band 
through and through. Guitarists Brian 
Robertson and Scott Gorham unleash 
run after run of fretboard heroics, but 
always with a mind for the song rather 
than the glory; they are happy to hew 
the shape of the tunes roughly rather 
than with too much preciousness. 
Robertson and Gorham aren't afraid 
of holding back 
the pyrotechnics, 
playing for the 
song with the 
most basic of 
chords instead of 
| cluttering things 
up with too many 
thrills—that’s 
what guitar solos 
are for, and the 
players don't 
waste their 
Opportunities to 
shine when they 
do arise, be it in 
the harmonized lines of “Massacre” and 
“Cowboy Song,” the tasteful lead in 
“Southbound” or. the all-out burn of the 
back-and-forth soloing on “Emerald.” 
Live and Dangerous manages to cover 
a lot of territory, summoning up enough 
energy to cover the distance of 17 tracks 
demonstrating exactly why bands like 
Iron Maiden and Pride Tiger, divided by 
the years as the are, have been influ 
enced by Thin Lizzy: the band was able to 
bridge the gap between folk bands— 
Lynott’s common-man lyrics and direct 
melodies took care of this aspect—and 
loud rock ‘n’ rolt—witness the guitars 
This particular album finds the band 
deftly working its way through elements 
at both ends as well as everything in 
between—there’s some soulful saxo- 
phone on “Dancing in the Moonlight” 
and some blues harp (courtesy of Huey 
“Hip to be Square” Lewis) on “Baby Dri- 
ves Me Crazy.” It’s a mish mash that 
works, and it stands as a fitting testimo- 
ny to what this band was capable of. w 
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Concept disc alert! 
But what the fuck does it mean? 
Sure sounds purdy though 
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Bad karaoke 

Holding cell sing-a-long with 

Narcissist asshat 


(NEAT THE HOUSE OF BLUES 
VAGRANT 


Mature teenage rock 
Or flaccid adult emo? 
It gives me the droops 
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THE MADIGANS 


LIGHT TRAVELS 
CHASING JONES / HECTOR FECTOR 
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UNTAPPED & UNPLUGGED TUESDAYS 
EBEN DISASTER {ETS DANE} 


LIONS FOR SHEEP 
DOUG HOYER 


AST STANDS / ALL ELSE FAILS 


ROTTING CHRIST 


NOVEMBERS DOOM / EPICUREAN 


@A/ ZS THE UNION PRESENTS. ALL ABES/EARLY SHOW 


SECOND HAND SERENADE 
MEG & DIA / EVERLEA 
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DJ BATTERY a2¢ WEEKLY GUESTS 
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or 0 mall Glenys ot id 


per vy is Friday *% io 
CLUBS/LECTURES 


AIKIKAI AIKIDO CLUB 10139-87 Ave , Old 
Strathcona Community League, www.alberta- 
aikido.org/edtnaikikai/ ¢ Japanese Martial Art 
of Aikido * Every Tue 7:30-9:30pm; Thu 6-8pm 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 
Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert © For adult children of alcoholic 
and dysfunctional families © Meet Mondays 
including holidays, 7:30pm 


BIKEWORKS Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ 
Society, 10047-80 Ave (enter through Back 
Alley), 780.433.2453 © Women Only Bicycle 
Repair © Jan 4, 18 © Free 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
11205-101 St, 780.479.1999 © Basketball; Mon 
(5-7pm) © Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) © 
Boxing; Mon thu {7-9pm), Tue egy ul ° 
Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
8pm) © Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) ¢ 
C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) * Hip-Hop 
Class; al Thu (5-7pm) © Cree Class: Thu (6- 
8pm) * Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) 
Safe Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month (1iam-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; 
every Fri (1-2pm) © Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CHESS Edmonton Chess Club and Society of 
Alberta Chess Knights, 780.474.2318 © Leam to 
play chess; opportunities for all ages including 
Classes, school programs and tournaments © rov- 
ingchessnuts@shaw.ca 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Rim 1812, 
10025-1024 Ave, 780.702.5117 © Fri, noon-1pm © 
vaughn@sewardconsulting.com 


EDMONTON FOOD SECURITY NETWORK City 
of Edmonton Community Services, Circle Sq, 
11808 St. Albert Trail © Presentation by Diane 
Thursby on collective kitchens/basic shelf, fol- 
lowed by information and resource sharing * Tue, 
Jan 6, 3-4:30pm © Syivia Gibson, E 
sgibson@earthsharesolutions,ca T: 780.700.3807 


FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS Nina Haggerty 
Centre, 9702-111 Ave © For Parents and children 
up to 17, materials, instruction and a light snack 


PRODOCTIONS 


JCL CBRENTOLIVER BOP & JCL PRESENTS: 5 


are free * Every Thu, 6:30-8pm 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 
Pleasantview Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 
780.469.9776/780.452.6224 * Featuring presen- 
tations, speakers, workshops, outings, and com- 
petitions. All levels of photographers welcome 
* Meet the 2nd and 4th Thu each month; Sept- 
May, 8pm; will not be meeting the 4th Thu in 
Dec * www.imagesab.com 


UVING WITH LOSS 780.454.1231, ext 224 « 
Support group, an introduction to Living with 
Loss * Northgate Lions Seniors, 7524-139 Ave; 
Wed, Jan 7, 1-am-noon © Millwoods Public 
Library, 23321-66 St, Mill Woods Town Centre; 
Tue, Jan 6, 6:30-8:30pm © Pre-register 


MEDITATION * Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St. 
780.479.0014, sete) ea OMA Kushok 
Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue, 7pm; interme- 
diate Wed, 7pm; adv. Sun, 11am-Ipm # 

orid Spiritual Organization, 208, 
10132-105 St, 780.425.1050, www. bkwsu.org; 
Raja Yoga Meditation * Meditation and 
Buddhi ices 10502-70 Ave, 
780.633.6157, www.karmatashiling.ca; with 
Tibetan tradition Lama Ani Kunsang. Beginners 
welcome, instruction available; Wed, 7pm; free 


RIVERDALE NET ZERO ENERGY HOUSE 9927- 
87 St, www.riverdalenetzero.ca © Get ideas on 
energy Savings from this zero energy house open 
for self-guided tours most Saturday afternoons 
until March, 1-4pm © Free 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY 
Steeps Tea Lounge cee Plaza, 11116-82 Ave, 
11116 82 Ave, 780.988.8105 * Thoughtful 
Tuesday Documentary The Devil Came on 
Horseback ® Tue, Dec 30, 7pm 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber 
Toastmasters Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 
9990 Jasper Ave, 780.459.5206; Thu, 6pm ¢ 
Ewan: Grant Mackwan College, Rm 7-297, 
10700-104 Ave, 780,633,3921; Fri, noon-Ipm 
race Toastmasters Club: Londonderry 
iC Library, 


N 

Pul Www.norators.com; Wed, 7-8:45pm 
e Norwood Toastmasters Club: Kingsway 
Legion, 10425 Kingsway Ave, 780.456.3934, 
Www.norwoodtoastmasters.org; Thu, 8-10pm © 
Power Grant MacEwan Centre for the 
Arts, Rm 437, 10045-156 St, 780.459.0642; Wed, 
7-3pm_ © Pursuers: Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 
5116 Gateway Boulevard, 780.457.0808; Wed, 7- 
Spm © Chanticleer: Kingsway Rm, Millard 
Health Building, 131 Airport Rd, 
780.498.4608/780.474,1138; Thu, 7-8:30am © 
Upward Bound: Rm 601 Norquest College 
10215-108St, 780.488.4098/780.454.3720, 


=> WH PAWNSHOP AGC ARTIST FROM TEL AVY 
cD 


==} PO’ GIRL & LUTHER WRIGHT 


JANUARY 11 + 


==) BEAST - FEB 22 « PAWNSHO 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB + 


TICKETS AVAILABLE THURSDAY DECEMBER 18 


& ‘ 


es) THE WEAKERTHANS & THE CONSTANTINES 


APRIL 23 - WINSPEAR CENTRE 


* TICKETS AT WINSPEAR TICKET OFFICE « 780-428-1414 


BRENTOLIVER.COM | MYSPACE.COM/JCLCONCERTS . 


EVENTS 


adamsrk@telus.net, Wed, 7-8:30pm 


TWILIGHT ALM-FAN MEET-UP Whitemu: 
Crossing Library, 780.496.1822 © Games, trivia 
and prizes for fans of the popular series by 
Stephenie Meyer * Jan 3, 2pm 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale 
Community Hall, 9231-100 Ave « Vegan/veq: 
tarian potluck; bring a homemade vegetari3;, 
dish for 6 people, ents oom, plate, ute, 
and mug * Sun, Jan 11; 5:30-7pm © $3 (vi) 
member)/$5 (non-member)/free (youth 12 ; ,, 
under); Email: info@vofa.ca 


WINTER LABYRINTH WALK Riverdale Ha) 
9231-100 Ave, 780.424.8339 A silent, indo 
labyrinth walk, done in silence, open to all aq 
Sat, Jan 10, 11am-2pm © Donation 


WOMEN IN BLACK (n front of the Old 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil th; 
and 3rd Sat, 10-11am, each month, stand in 


_silence for a world without violence 


COMEDY 


BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 

www.EdmontonChristmasParty.com © Chrisins 
arty featuring comedian Herb Dixon; Fri, Ja 
ferrance B; Sat, Jan 10 © Illusionist and spe: 

Derek Selinger; Fri, Jan 16 ¢ $65 at 780.47: 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainmey 
Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail ¢ Thu, 8:30 
Sat, 8pm and 10pm © Closed Dec 25 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 
780.483.5999, www.thecomicstrip.ca © Hit o, 
Miss Mondays: Each Mon @ Best of Edmoni 
Tuesdays: Each Tue * Derick Lengwenus, Seay 
Lecomber, Shawn Gramiak; Dec 26-28 © \\o: 
Year's Eve, Rick Bronson’s special concert We 
Dec 31, 8pm, 6pm (door, arrive no later thar 
7:30pm); tickets available online * Tom Lis\ 
Jan 2-3 © Bob Beddow; Jan 9-10 


THE LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave 
Londonderry Mall, 780.476.1010, www.the 
laughshop.ca * Wed-Sat 8pm; Fri-Sat 89m 
10:30pm * Wed amateur night 8pm ® Cne 
show: Kenny Valgardson, Tyler Hawkins (hi 
and M/C); Sat, Dec 27, 8pm * New Years Si 
featuring Andrew Grose trom Edmonton wit! 
MC Graham Neil; Dec 31 © Featuring Kenny 
Valgardson-from Camrose; Jan 2-3 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer, 
403.347.6073 © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people 
and their friends, family, and allies meet the 
Tue, 7pm, each month 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 Si 
780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca © 2nd Thu 
Illusions Social Club © 3rd Wed: Edmontor 
Society * 2nd Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Busin 
Association © Every Fri: Ei losonby Café © Fri 
and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 10-3 © Long Weeker 
Sundays feature the Stardust Lounge with \v 
Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725B Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 * Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 6 

© Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and 
Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDi 
and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, 
WestCoastBabyDaddy ® Mon: Amateur strip cc 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 


Boxing Day(s) Record Sale 


20% off 


all used vinyl 


13% off 


all new vinyl 


Discount Bin Special: 30% off!! 
Friday Dec 26 & Saturday Dec 27 only 


freecioud.ca 


10764 101 St ow 429-1476 


and supporters meet 
© For info go to 
/graup/edmonton_illu- 


0 Campus: * Cam sed 
n for bi |, trans-iden- 
d queer (LGBT fecuity, graduate student, 
‘catia ee. 
oh terms): 
. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 
HITWESS 203, 10575-115 St « LIV- 


SITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
2.2, 1.877.975,9449/780 488.5768, © 


d (ASTROLOGY 


IES (MAR 21 - APR 18) 
ple spend their entire lives 
d in three modes of awareness: 
sleeping and dreaming. But there 
y other modes that have been 
pred down through the ages by the 
neers of consciousness. Some of them 
1't very interesting to me—like those 
jught out by people who use cocaine or 
ines, for instance—while 

fs are states | aspire to inhabit, like 
i} deep meditation and a vis- 
ition of the fact that love is the 
damer tal law of the universe. | bring 
line of thought to your attention, Aries, 
ause | believe that in 2009 you will 
ities to open up 
consciousness that 
three. No drugs are 
oe arta a driv- 
@ in to realities that are 

petri ofvision 
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i thy 
Constitution of the United 
ted in 1787, each black slave 
vas counted as three- 


dm 
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Providing confidential peer support to people liv- 
ing with HIV ® Tue, 7-9pm: Support i 
drop-in, peer conetinn Eapeny te Baily 


oe. SANAM FOUNDATION Fac 

Jean, Rin 3-18, 780:490.7332 « as lee 
HIV-AID’S prevention, treatment and harm reduc- 
tion in French, English and other African lan- 
guages © 3rd and 4th Sat, Sam-5pm each month 
® Free (member)/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm © 
lecreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices Seay fue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave © A support 

proup for parents and friends of lesbian, gay, 
sexual, transgender and queer people * Meet 

the 1st Wed each month September-June, 7-Spm; 

T; Ruby 780.436.1998 after 6pm; E: edmon- 

tonal lagcanada.ca 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, 
www.playnightclub.ca’* Open Thu, Fri, Sat « 
The first bar for the queer community to open 
in a decade with DJs Alexx Brown and Eddie 
Toonflash ‘ 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 
Ave, 780.488.3234, www, pridecentreofedmon- 
ag © Open Tue-Fri UR Sat 2-6:30pm * 
LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm 
CA: Every Thu (7pm) ¢ Suit Up and Show Up: AA 
big book study group meet every Sat, noon * 
Youth Understanding Youth; Youth up to 25 
ears, Support and social group meet every Sat, 
-pm; yuy@shaw.ca * Womonspace: Board 
meeting Ist Sun each month, 10:30am-12:30pm 
© Trans Education/Support Group: Meet the ist 
and 3rd Sun, 2-4pm, of each month; www.alber- 
tatrans.org * Men Talking with Pride: Every Sun 
(7pm); facilitator: Rob Wells robwells780@hot- 
mail.com ® HIV Support Group: Meet the 2nd 
Mon of each month, 7pm © Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TTIQ) 
Alliance; Support meeting the 2nd Tue each 
month, 7:30pm * Transgender, Transsexual, 
Intersex and Questioning. Education, advocacy 
and support for men, women and youth; PFLAG 
Edmonton: Meet the 1st Wed each month, 7pm 


© Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in coun- 


seling: aa Wed, 7-10pm © YouthSpace: drop- 
in for LGBTO for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587, www.rwuc.org & 
Soul OUTing: an LGBT-focused alternative worship 
© 3rd Sun each month, 7pm; worship Sun, 
10:30am; people of all sexual orientations wel- 


come. A LGBT monthly book club and a bi-month| 
film night. Info email jravenscroft@nwuc.ory y 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave 
780.436.1555 © People of all sexual crfentatians 
are welcome Every Sun (12am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.492.1794, www.womon- 
Space.ca, womonspace@qmail.com * A Non-prof- 
it lesbian social organization for Edmonton and 
Surrounding area. Organized monthly activities 
from dances, games nites, golf tournament, ate 
Monthly newsletter and reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 peer Ave, 780.488.6557 © 
Open Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tray 
and Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


THE BLACK RIBBON BALL Holiday Inn, 4520- 
76 Ave * Countdown to 2009: Presented by the 
West Indian Canadian Cultural Association to 
celebrate the New Year and in support of stap- 
ping violence * Wed, Dec 31. cocktails at 7pm, 
dinner a and dance to follow * $75 © 
Tickets and info available at 780.242.6368, 
780.710.6499, 780.993.3823 


BRIGHTNIGHTS Hawrelak Park, wawedmon- 
tonchamber.com * Until Jan 4, 5-10pm 


DEEP FREEZE-A BYZANTINE WINTER 
FESTIVAL 9210-118 Ave, artsontheave.org * 
Featuring ice sculptures, ethnic foods, dance and 
visual arts ® Jan 10-11 


NEW YEARS EVE DOWNTOWN Edmonton 
Downtown Sir Winston Churchill Square and sur- 
founding precinct, www.eventsedmonton.ca 

* A non-alcoholic, suit event with a skating 
cay in front of City Hall, snow ball throwing 
challenge, street danea, a bonfire, entertainment 
and family crafts at Stanley A. Milner Library and 
City Hall. CBC—Radio Canada Interactive Space 
Edmonton City Centre featuring young Edmonton 
entertainers. Interpretive Centre, Sir Winston 
Churchill Square featuring mask making * Wed, 
Dec 31, 7:30pm (City Hall, Spm {other venues), 
meni {Pyrotechnics on Sir Winston Churchill 
Square) * Free; Edmonton Transit provides free 
service downtown between 6pm and 3am 


NEW YEARS EVE FAMILY GALA Sherwood 
Park—Broadmoor Lake Park, Oak Street and 
Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park, 780.467 2211, 
www. strathona.ab.ca 

® Skating, tobogganing, a bonfire, roving enter- 
tainers, hot uot, hot chocolate and fireworks 
© Wed, Dec 3 


prevented you from being all you can be? 
You will have an excellent chance of com- 
pleting the circuit in the coming months. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

According to the novelist John Gardner, there 
are just two kinds of stories in literature: you 
go on a journey, or a stranger arrives in your 
world. According to my analysis of your des- 
tiny in 2009, you will reap rich rewards by 
including both of those plotlines in your life 
story, So let the brainstorming begin, Gemini: 


what's the best journey you could choose for 


yourself—a journey that will educate, chal- 
lenge and delight you? And what can you do 
to attract the best kinds of strangers into 
your world—strahgers who will educate, 
challenge and delight you? 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

To get ready for 2009, | invite you to fanta- 
size in depth about the fertile alliances 
that might be possible for you to cultivate 
in the coming months. These lively, inspir- 
ing bonds could be with people you 
haven't met yet. They could be with 
acquaintances you barely know but would 
like to know better. And they could be 
with friends, collaborators and loved ones 
you're already intimate with but want to 
become even closer to. The coming year 
has the potential to bring revolutionary 
advances in the quality and intensity of 
your relationships, so it will be smart for 
you to work hard on making that happen. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

“What do | long for?” should be a core 
question for yau—always, of course, but 
especially in 2009. Are you adventurous 
enough to look beyond the status symbols 
your ego is attached to and the transitory 


wishes that constantly flit through your 
imagination? If so, you'll prime yourself to 
establish a root connection with your 
soul's deepest yearnings. And when you're 
in daily touch with those primal motiva- 
tors, the obstacles in your life will seem 
less overwhelming, the lies you tell your- 
self will dissolve and you will consistently 
have crisp intuitions about what your next 
move must be. Life may not necessarily be 
a breeze, but it'll be profoundly magical. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 
When | predict that liberation will be one of 
your primary tasks in 2009, Virgo, I'm not 
speaking about it in the usual way. The defi- 
nition I'm working with is one that the writer 
David Foster Wallace articulated: “The really 
important kind of freedom involves attention 
and awareness and discipline, and being 
able truly to care about other people and to 
sacrifice for them over and over in myriad 
» petty, unsexy ways every day.” | hope you'll 
be moved to add other nuances and flourish- 
es to that approach as you experiment with 
it liberally in the coming months. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

“| saw the angel in the marble and | carved 
until | set him free.” That was Michelange- 
lo talking about how he approached his 
work as a sculptor. He didn’t build the stat- 
ve, in other words, but got rid of the unnec- 
essary stuff that was surrounding It. | 
suggest that you try this approach in 2009. 
You have the potential to create a.great 
thing—maybe even two great things—by 
chiseling away the extraneous material 
that's obscuring their unique beauty. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 


in 2009, don't just tune in to your hunches 
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now and then. Be more diligent and 
intense than that. Check in with your intu- 
ition at least three times a day on all 365 
days of the year. Be precise in the ques 

tions you pose it. Gather its clues craftily 
Have fun as you joke and play with it. Con- 
scientiously experiment with the sugges- 
tions it provides. This will be the year you 
can establish a steady, reliable connection 
with your inner voice. Be devout in your 
dedication to the cult of your intuition! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Want to supercharge your luck in 2009? Get 
yourself some vivid new superstitions. The 
more outrageous they are, the more likely it 
is they'll generate lots of crazy sweet 
karma. You might want to draw inspiration 
from pro football player John Henderson, 
for instance, who swears he can trick des- 
tiny into working in his favour if his trainer 
smacks him in the face before each game. 
Former hockey player Bruce Gardiner might 
also be a worthy role model. To rev up his 
good fortune, he always shoved his hockey 
stick into a toilet prior to skating out onto 
the ice. JUST KIDDING, Sagittarius! In fact, 
| hope you will make 2009 your least super- 
stitious year ever. Let's drink a toast to lucid 
logic, impeccable objectivity and cool, clean 
reason! Add some compassionate sarcasm 
and loving satire into the mix, and you will 
generate lots of crazy sweet karma. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

The most expensive bat mitzvah in history 
took place at New York's Rainbow Room in 
November 2005. David Brooks, a billionaire 
defense contractor, spent $10 million on his 
daughters rite of passage. Among the stars 
he hired to perform at the bash were Aero- 
smith, Tom Petty, Nelly and 50 Cent. Promise 


me, Capricom, that if you get wealthy in the 
coming year, you won't blow your money on 
ridiculous “luxuries” like that Here's a 
secret: the more high-minded you are in cul- 
tivating your dreams, the greater the likeli?” 
hood is that you'll get richer quicker. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Imagine you're driving dawn a very wide high- 
way that's 50 lanes across even though there 
are no lines dividing one lane from another. 
Speed limit signs aren't posted, and some 
vehicles are zipping along in zigzag paths at 
over 160 km/h while others craw! along like 
old-lady turtles. Now and then you've got to 
Weave your way through a congested area 
where many on-ramps all feed into the road 
simultaneously. You haven't seen an off-ramp 
yet, and you're not sure where to get off any- 
way. | figure, Aquarius, that 2008 had some 
resemblance to the scenario | just described.” ™ 
Luckily, | predict that no later than your birth- 
day, you will find an off-ramp and exit onto an 
uncluttered backroad with great scenery. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

“How do you slay the dragon?” journalist 
Bill Moyers asked mythologist Joseph 
Campbell in an interview. By “dragon,” he 
was referring to the dangerous beast that 
symbolizes the most unripe and uncontrol- 
lable part of each of our lives. In reply to 
Moyers, Campbell didn’t suggest that you 
become a master warrior, nor did he rec-a. 
ommend that you cultivate high levels of 
sleek, savage anger. “Follow your bliss,” 
he said simply. Personally, | don’t know if 
that’s enough to slay the dragon—!'m 
inclined to believe that you also have to 
take some defensive measures—but it's 
definitely worth an extended experiment. 
Would you consider trying that in 2009? v 
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Our column for ‘09 


e3 | QUEERMONTON 


Si KERR 
ee ee 


| did not write this column—you did. Like 
last year, my final article for 2008 is a col- 
lage of hopes, wishes, resolutions and 
convictions written by people from the 
community. 
Against some wise people's judgment | 
save not included the names of contributors 
because | want the words to be read as if 
they are ours, as if any one of us could have, 
and did, write them. | want us to be able to 
glimpse what other people need and desire 
without attaching identity or personality. 
This column is an experiment, an attempt to 
see us collectively and revel in our differ- 
ences, complexities and commonalities. 


WISHING AND WANTING ... 


| want love, endless summer bike rides, for 


work to not feel like work, good food with 
good friends, making fun happen, to start a 
cabaret/metal/techno band, and make it 
through school at the same time. | want to 
somewhere, somehow find a way forward 
from what George W Bush did to our world, 
and | want to do gay men’s sexual health 
programming. | don’t want tolerance, nor 
acceptance but appreciation in 2009 for who 
we are and what we do as queer folks! 

! want greater (self-) acceptance as a 
bisexual man. | want to learn how to tact- 
fully suggest that the three of us get it 
on. | want to make auto-erotic art and 
show it shamelessly. | wish for the same 
thing | wished for last year: a major Holly- 
wood motion picture where queers get to 
be the lead characters ... and live. 

My wish for everyone is a new sense 
of responsibility and empowerment to 
realize Obama's great promise. As much 
as we would all like a leader to bring us 
the world we want, what the grassroots 


CLASSIFIEDS 


IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY, PLEASE PHONE 780-426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


"BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Looking for one of two open minded health 
conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 


ucts. No inventory to carry. 
For information call Ken at 780.454 6971 


EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes. 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Be Audition and camera tips 
www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable pic ne Options. Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Bid. 439-0408 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 - 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr,. Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 780.907.0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
Next in-class ar ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-404 St. Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


Seeking videographer to shoot interviews on January 
20. Must have expertise in lighting and sound, and 
access to equipment. This is unpaid but with possibil- 
ity for business partnership. 

Contact elaine@actingandtheatre.com 


Looking for models (male, female and children) for 
Edmonton Fashion Week. Auditions at Planet Ze, 
10055-80 Ave, Jam 10 and 17, 4-6pm. www.edmon- 
tonfashionweek.com for info 


Kompany Family Theatre Society invites 
Canadian playwrights to submit a first draft, original 
play to our New Works for Young Audiences 
Development Program. by 5 pm, Fri, Jan. 16, 2009, 
Questions? Please contact: Laura Rushfeldt 
T; 780.989.3901 / E: kompany.admin@shaw.ca 


Actors wanted, male & female, for full-length inde- 
pendent film, to be shot in Edmonton in 
Spring/Summer 2009 
Non-paying—great experience. Email 
thefilmproject@hotmail.com with your experience 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darcy 780.203.1712 


Cast needed for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December. 
For more info, contact: leon_cdo@hotmail.com 


The Works Festival—Calls to Enter * Churchill 


Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2009 * Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit ine: 
Aug. 25, 2008 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest. 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
2008 + 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 


ine: June 1, 


organization that brought Obama to 
power shows is that the real work is ours. 
Find a person or place that needs you, 
and help. One person, one place at a 
time. Use what you've got. 

| want to find a place where the size of 
the average vehicle isn’t offensive. | want to 
win. My wish for 2009 is that we stand on 
guard against complacency and fight for 
equality wherever and however we can. 

For the people in my community, | wish 
safety and love, for my daughter, more 
friends who think it’s cool to have two 
moms! | want a husband and children and 
| want my sex-radical, bathhouse-loving, 
queer-self not to view that as a capitula- 
tion. My wish for everyone is the “power 
of now” and taking the presence every- 
where you go, and a Merry Christmas! 

| wish that people were more honest 
with themselves. My wish for the queer 
community is that human beings’ need to 
explain or rationalize individual differ- 
ences fade. We should be who we are 
without needing an explanation. 

| want to enjoy myself in 2009, | have 
recently relocated here and | think that 


your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: May 1, 2008 © Download applications at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
Sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


MUSICIANS 


Bass player and lead guitarist wanted. Infl: thrash, 
death metal, and new wave of american metal. 
Practice Weds and weekends. Have some material 
written already. All are welcome to come out, we 
are in Hobbema. contact fb71272@hotmail.com or 
780 585 2643 for more info 


Pro rock band looking for powerful front man/lyricist 
to complete six-piece pro rock band. For auditions 
call 780.995.6660 


Bass player wanted to relocate to Medicine Hat to 
play in various new metal/rock project with Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 25-35 yrs. Must 

have long hair; serious ing only. 403.504.5135 


Texas Blood Money is looking for a talented and 
dedicated bass player. If music is your top priority, 
you have a great attitude, are willing to rehearse 3- 
4x per week and can be available for tour then 
please give ts a shout! Serious inquiries only 
please 780.920.0438 


The Loud Hailers seek keyboardist and saxophonist 


for original rock n roll, rhythm & blues 
780.760.7284 Justin 


Three-piece power trio requires lead guitarist for 
modern rock project. Please be mature and serious 
780.418.2214 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers needed for the annual Ice onWhyte 
Festival, Jan 15-25, 2009 in Festival Park, 85 Ave, 
104 St. visit www.iceonwhyte.ca, email Shelly Hall 

Zenew at shelly@iceonwhyte 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www. youthvolunteer.ca 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child ; 
2B 


and back into your life! Be a Big Brother or Big 
Sister Today! Call 780.424.8181. Remember you 
don’t have to change your life to change theirs! 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write 


getting a Canadian man may help (maybe 
not help) me feel like Canada is my home. 
‘| wish that the LGBTTQ! community will 
be cognizant of the discriminatory prac- 
tices and work towards making everyone 
feel equal. 

With the world in turmoil, it’s impor- 
tant to focus on what's important—fami- 
ly, friends, love, laughter and patience. 
Pursue your dreams and don't put things 
off as if you'll be coming back to them 
later, because you won't. Lastly, we need 
to be good to ourselves. 


YOU GOTTA GIVE ’EM HOPE 


| hope for more arts funding and/or a gov- 
ernment bail out for ME, | mean, c'mon, 
I'm in debt too. 

| hope the US closes Guantanamo 
Bay—permanently. | hope we can learn to 
accept ourselves for who we are and to 
accept there will be a difference of opinion. 
My biggest hope would be to see a “real” 
democratic renewal in Alberta that offers 
some hope to the over 60 per cent of Alber- 
tans who do not vote for the Tories. 

As a 2Spirit person it is my hope that 


Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780.421.7323 
www.famlit.ca 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community, We are hoping to expand our 
youth team {12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura.keegan@redcross.ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 780.425.2715 


Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


more education takes s place: about 2Spirit 
people. The homophobia and discrimination 


~ of 2Spirit people on and off reserve needs 


to stop. We have a rich history and that his- 
tory needs to be taught and respected. 

| hope to completely give up swearin, 
and | wish you would try too. | hope to limi; 
my drinking, recreational drug use ani 
casual sex. And | hope other queers « 
too. | hope $50 a barrel oil brings stability 
back to Alberta. 

Can the minister in charge of humay 
rights tell us if his government sti 
opposes rights for sexual minorities, as i; 
did 10-plus years ago, and if not, zy 
can't that policy change be Teflected in 
the human rights code? 

As we approach the new year, my wist 
is that we may identify the poles withi; 
ourselves, and recognize these opposing 
forces as integrally balanced within a 
much larger context, a much larger ecolo- 
gy: the Earth. The Self. 

In 2009, | resolve to create amazing 
things, practice compassion, love openly, 
fuck responsibly and refuse to engage in 
destructive behaviour. w 


RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
beains fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: 
edmonton.respected@redcross.ca 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking fo; 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events, Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


Help support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 


Programs for youth 
780 468 7070; yess.org 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar- 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


Print your ad here... 


Phone 426-1996 from Sam:5yiti Mon-Fri ° Email robeheuontickty com « e 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon * Print legibly on fines at right « Up to 45 Characters per line + Every letter, space or mark counts as one character » Allow one spece following punctuation 
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boyfriends by grabbing or striking their balls. 
=O course | never go far enough to cause 
____ any real damage, but I'm afraid that my 
____ obsession may be causing these boys 
____ some psychological harm, and | realize that 
__ have to find a way to stop this habit. 
Are these feelings really that unusual 
in girls? 
LOVE, GRABBY 
a - 


\} ba 


DEAR GRAB: 

I'm glad you do realize it’s going to have 
arboys to stop, because despite a pronounced 
an _ bent taward the “whatever” in the judg- 
mentalism department | have to admit 
that your enthusiasm alarms me a little. | 
prefer my sadists a bit less avid, | guess. 
These feelings are quite unusual in 
both girls and non-girls, but since this 
planet is nothing if not generously popu- 
lated that still makes for a fairly large 
number of people who enjoy acting out 


Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
‘women to present course materials, and students. 
4hrs/wk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 

Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 

entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780.468.1985 seesa.ca 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
4 Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
nedical ’ gi portnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


er mereal ey 
Tr not required. Leslie Elder Abuse Victim Advocate—Assist, pravide tele- 
1187, ext 357 phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 


S Manner and excellent communication aus wanted. 
ce mae Mesias Ve A Volunteers receive intensive training and support 
structor Support Aide-Assist Health Care Aide . Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 

5 at monthly staff meeting, Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
— — - 7 8am-5Spm, Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: we- 
edm-dm@redeross.ca 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 

rotests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 

tween people, corporations or governments to sim: 
ply bring a recorder and send us the footage. 

E: riseupradio@ojsr.com; Sam Power, 780.492.2577 

ext. 4 for recording equipment and more details 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
putings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 

* 780.424.3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist bey Tush rants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays. Call Judy 780.424.3545, ext 249 
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Volunteers Needed! to help adult dmaenps leat 
lish. 3-4hrs/wk. No exp. req., various locations. 
a Judy 780.424.3545, ext 249 


Jol eee 
Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-tpm. Call 780.429.2020 


ese 
Volunteer for ElderCare. Help with daily activities for 
seniors. Call 780.434.4747, ext. 4 


ane 
Canadian Mental Health Association-Edmonton 
Region Board Recruitment. For info visit www.cmha- 
‘edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 
Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 


SS eee 
Become a distress line volunteer. The 
Network, 780.732.6648. ae encom 


ECAW. COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 
www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 780.988.2713 


OU aie amas 
‘A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 


‘jamboree 


their aggressive fantasies on the testicles 
of any males within reach. Furthermore, 
ball-kicking/punching imagery and “Ow, 
my balls”-type humour are so prevalent 
now that even those aggressors for 
whom it is not a particular turn-on cannot 
help but at least consider it on occasion. 

| have registered my dismay over testicu- 
lar-injury humour before, and pointed out 
that a simple gender switchervo instantly 
fenders any such “joke” not only not-funny 
but actively appalling, and have pled for an 
end to “Kick him in the balls, har har har" as 
a mode of discourse. To little avail, obviously, 

For you, the question of prevalence may 
be interesting but is ultimately irrelevant: 
no matter how many people do do it (not 
that many, and many of those for money) 
you need to quit it for your own psychologi- 
cal health. | suggest holding off on any 
roughhousing until you get, ah, a handle on 
this. Pain and humiliation both have their 


places, for sure, but even most people who 
like that sort of thing prefer tops who can 
control themselves. The ones who can't are 
not dominants, they are bullies. 

LOVE. ANDREA 


DEAR READERS: 

In case you don't believe how common a kink 
the ball-kick is, at least as fantasy material, 
and especially for the ball-bearing half of the 
population, | offer the following examples 
from my archive. Um, happy holidays! 

LOVE, ANDREA 


0:1 was at a nightclub and an aggressive 
woman took me home for some fun. She 
asked me if | was adverse to being tied 
Up. | said no and consented. 

She led me into her basement, asked 
me to strip and then secured my hands 
above my head. | was excited and it 
showed. She then asked if she could put a 
spreader bar on my ankles. | said yes. The 
ball gag in my mouth made me a bit nerv- 
ous. After many kicks, knees and hard 
squeezes | was delirious. | stayed hard 
through it all. She then gave me a fabulous 


BJ. | was swollen and black and blue for a 
month. It has not happened since but find 
myself masturbating to this event years 
later. Is this type of sex play common? 

A: Of course. What did you pay her? , 


Q: When | was taking karate | was paired 
off with a woman to practice no-contact 
front snap kicks to the groin. She was 
slow and | made a snide remark. She 
gave me a funny look, said, “OK then” 
and swiftly soccer-kicked me square in 
the sac. The pain shot through me and | 
dropped to the floor in the fetal position 
She bent down and said, “Oops, sorry” 
but gave me a-smug look that said she, 
wasn't. When | got home my testicles 
were quite swollen. Then | got an erec- 
tion—l'm not sure why but the entire 
ball-busting was a turn on after the fact 

| still fantasize about being kicked or 
kneed by a woman {no sex). Am | crazy? 
A: Since you neither egged her on nor 
went out of your way later to court injury, 
clearly not. She was kind of a bitch, 
though 
LOVE, ANOREA 


Communities; Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 780.944.4687 Visit www.a4he.ca 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusi- 
asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to events and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla Wagar at 780.422 6223 or 
pwagar@artgalleryalberta.com 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. EiderCare Edmonton, 
780.434,4747, ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, 
or call 780.451.8331 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
Jayout and design. 780.434.4747, ext 4 for info 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 780.434.4747, ext. 4 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. waw.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 780.423.1973 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society: looking for vol- 
unteer tutors to work with adult students in the Math 
Literacy Program. For info Ph 780.424.5514 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology. Research at UofA, 780.407.3906. 
Reimbursement provided 
SS 
Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human fights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care, www.cciorg.ca 
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Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
scarscare.org 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 
24 Hours a Day-7 Days a Week 
ff you want to stop using, we can help 
Local: 780.421.4429 
Toll free: 1.877.463.3537 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


instie’s Qutcal ge. 
Hot German blonde. 
780.964.7361 


ADULT 


Northside Studio 

11910 127 Ave main floor 

Come out and play 
780 452 7440 


Uc # 42943170-001 
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SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel 


ing, public education services. For a customized 

presentation 1: 780.423.4102/F: 780 421.8734/E 

info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 780.423.4121 


Canadian Mental Hoalth Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education 
Program is pleased to offer workshops to give 
you the skills to intervene with people who may 
be at risk for suicide. Follow the links to 
ASIST or call 780.414.6300 
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girls! Calgary 403-313-3311 


Other cities 1-877-834-4044 
Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 


5,00/10min 
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1-900-561-5555 sesisonin yp 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


besipickupllines 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Try Cruteatne Text foc free. Text “xtra” to SFREE » rer cruel. 8 
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7 10251 - 109 Street (ph) 780.425. 7m 
AAO PHERR NY. 2x9 027 Hours: 10:00 am 5:09 


www.mothersmusic.com MIUNIC Shop 
A A 


OUR BICCEST ONE DAY SALE EVE 


DOOR” <F . 


* am CRASHER : 
ELECTRIC CUITARS 
C , SPECIAL! 


STARTING AT: 


2 [$49 


DOOR 
CRASHER FLECTRORNIC KEY POARD ; 
SPECIAL! 
STARTING AT: 


ie = ul ——— ¢ 9. Qo 


These prices apply only to in-stock items. Quantities are limited on some items. No rainchecks, holds or special orders. 
Some items pictured are for illustrative purposes only. May not be exactly as shown. 


GY Gordon Price Music BOXING DAY SPECIAL 


10828 Whyte Avenue (ph) 780.439.0007 sales@gordonpricemusicet 
www.gordonpricemusic.ea 


at by . ak & 

Oo Oo KORG TRITON 
: : TR-61 
$850 (reg $950) 


PEARL ELX ALL EQUATION KRK RP5 
DRUM KITS AUDIO MICS : STUDIO 
$649 (reg $799-$999) HALF PRICE MONITORS / 
$249/pair (reg $335)  - 


+ eee <2 oe 
\ Music Books & Sheet Music - 3 for the price of 2 DRUMSTICKS 
A *Everyday Boutique - 25% OFF from $1.99/pair 
\ *Christmas Music - 50% OFF - 
*Christmas Boutique & Giftware - 50% OFF — 


*PLUS MUCH MORE! 


These prices apply only to in-stock items. Quantities are limited on some items. No rainchecks, holds or specia! orders. 


DEC 25 - DEC 31, 2008 


